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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY E. BEERLING, OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 

KNOCKDOWN CASE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 655,952, dated August 14, 1900. 
Application filed January 8, 1900, Serial No. 686. (No model.) w 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY E. BEERLING, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at De 
troit, in the county of Wayne and State of 
Michigan, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Knockdown Cases, 
of which the following is a specification, ref 
erence being had therein to the accompany 
ing drawings. 
The invention relates to knockdown cabi 

nets Or cases; and it is the object of the in 
Vention to obtain a construction specially de 
signed for use as a knockdown show-case. 
The invention consists in the peculiar con 

struction whereby thesides of the cabinet are 
Secured to the base and assembled in relation 
to each other; further, in the peculiar for 
nation of the base, and, further, in the pecul 
iar construction, arrangement, and combina 
tion of parts, as hereinafter more fully de 
scribed and shown. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
View of the parts composing my case, show 
ing the manner of assembling the same. Fig. 
2 is a vertical section through one of the 
sides of the case. Fig. 3 is a section on line 
a c, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a section through the 
rear side and base. Fig. 5 is an enlarged 
horizontal section through the adjacent por 
tions of the front and side sections. Fig. 6 
is a bottom perspective view of one corner of 
the base. 
My knockdown cabinet or case comprises 

a base member A, the parallel side members 
B and B', the front member C, and the top D. 

In the construction shown in the drawings, 
the side members B and B and the front 
member C are formed of rectangular frames 
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or sashes and transparent panels and are so 
arranged in relation to each other and to the 
base as to give the appearance when the parts 
are assembled of a regularly-constructed 
show-case. - 
More in detail the construction of the parts 

is as follows: 
The base. A preferably comprises three sec 

tions C. C. C., formed from a molding of any 
desired configuration and mitered at the cor 
ners, these three sections forming, respec 
tively, the front and two sides of the base. 
These sections may be secured to each other 
in any Suitable Way, such as by gluing or 

nailing, and in the rear the two sides are con 
nected by a cross-bar b. . . 

c represents strips secured to the base, ex 
tending parallel to the sides a. and a' at the in 
ner edges thereof. These strips form the bot 
toms of the channels in which the sides B and 
B' of the cabinet are slidingly secured and 
also serve to strengthen the base and hold it 
in its rectangular form. 
In order to secure the strip c in position, 

the sections of molding a a? a are formed with 
steps or shoulders d, as shown, against which 
the upper faces of the strips c bear and to 
which they are secured. At the inner edges 
of the strips care formed upwardly-projecting 
flanges c'. 

e is a panel secured to the flanges c' of the 
bars c and projecting outward slightly beyond 
said flanges, as shown in Figs. 2 and 6. This 
panel e extends from the rear cross-bar b to 
near the front of the base, leaving only suffi 
cient space thereat for the insertion of the 
front section C of the case. 
The effect of the construction just described 

is to produce a base the front and sides of 
which are formed by the molding, the center 
by the panel e, while between said panel and 
the molding are formed channels f, f', and f' 
for respectively receiving the lower edges of 
the sections B, B', and C. It will be observed 
that the channelsfand fare undercutor have 
laterally-projecting portions beneath the pro 
jecting ends e' of the panel e, and this is for 
the purpose of locking said sections B and B' 
to the base, as will be hereinafter described. 
The sections B and B are substantially alike 
in construction,each comprising a rectangular 
frame g and a glass panel h, secured therein. 
The base-rail of the frame g is of a cross-sec 
tion to fit within the channel f and on its 
inner face is provided with a laterally-pro 
jecting portion or tongue g, adapted to en 
gage with the laterally-projecting portion of 
the channel and beneath the overhanging 
projection e' of the panel. The front side rail 
of the frame g is formed with a vertical groove 
or channel g, as shown in Fig. 5, and which 
is adapted to receive the side rail i of the 
front section C. This section is also com 
posed of a rectangular frame and glass panel, 
the side rails of said frame being of such a 
cross-section astofit within the channelg and 
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when secured therein to form the appearance 
of a single molding. This appearance is pro 
duced by forming the side rail g with an up 
right thin portion g, constituting the outer 
side of the channelg. The bottom rail i' of 
the frame of the section C is of a cross-sec 
tion to fit completely within the groove fin 
the base. The top section D is preferably 
formed with the molding, extending around 
the edge of its lower side and adapted to fit 
over the outside of the top rails of the sec 
tions C, B, and B'. The rear sections E. E.' 
are also preferably formed of rectangular 
frames and transparent panels, the inner 
edges of the frames being oppositely rabbeted 
to form a tight joint. In order to lock the 
sections E and E' in their closed position, any 
suitable locking bolt or latch may be used, 
such as shown at F, while the keeper for this 
bolt may be secured either at the base or, as 
shown, to the top section D. 
The parts being constructed as shown and 

described, to assemble them the upper side 
sections B and B" are first secured to the base 
by engaging the lower rails g' with the chan 
nels f and f', respectively, and then sliding 
the sections into position, as shown in Fig.1. 
The front section C is then placed in position 
to engage the side rails i with the channels 
g' in the rails g, after which the said front 
section may be slid down into position, the 
lower rail it engaging with the groove f° in 
the base. The top D is next placed in posi 
tion, its flanges i projecting down outside of 
the top rails of the panels and serving to hold 
the sections from spreading apart. When the 
parts are thus assembled, it will be observed 
that the transparent panels extend from the 
top almost completely to the base of the cabi 
net, as the lower railg' and i' of said sections 
are hidden within the channels.f, f', and f', 
while the upper rails of said sections are con 
cealed by the molding or flangei. Thus the 
case has every appearance of one formed of 
parts permanently secured to each other. 
Moreover, the construction is such that the 
case will be practically weatherproof, so that 
it may be used as an outside show-case. This 
weatherproof quality is produced, first, by 
the character of the joint between the front 
and sides, which, as shown in Fig. 5, is in 
effect that of a wedge engaging a tapering 
channel; further, from the fact that the bot 

tom rails g’ and i engage with channels be 
low the level of the panel e, which forms the 
bottom of the case; further, by the over 
hanging flanges j of the top, which prevent 
water from working in at the top of the ver 
tical sections, and, further, from the fact that 
the hinge-sections E and E' have a rabbeted 
engagement with each other and with the 
frame. This rabbet engagement is produced 
by providing the side rails, to which the sec 
tions E and E' are hinged, with projecting 
flanges l, and the downward-projecting flange 
on the top D is provided with a correspond 
ing flange m, against which the sections E and 
E" bear in their closed position. 
The sides of the base are securely held to 

gether by means of the laterally-projecting 
flanges g’ engaging with the lateral projec 
tions e' of the base. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. In a knockdown case, a base comprising 

a frame one of the sides thereof having a 
channel formed along its inner edge with an 
upwardly-projecting flange at the inner edge 
of said channel, and a central panel secured 
to said flange and overlapping said channel; 
in combination with a side section adapted to 
slidingly engage with said channel and hav 
ing a lateral projection extending beneath the 
overhanging portion of said panel. 

2. In a knockdown case, a base comprising 
a frame formed of molding sections mitered 
at the corners and stepped or rabbeted on 
their under sides, bars extending parallel to 
opposite sides of said frame along the inner 
edges thereof, and secured in said steps or 
rabbets, said bars having upwardly-project 
ing flanges at their inner edges, a central 
panel secured to said upwardly-projecting 
flanges and overhanging said bars, the ar 
rangement being such as to form parallel un 
dercut channels between the inner edges of 
said sides, and said central panel; in combina 
tion with side sections adapted to slidingly en 
gage said channels and having lateral projec 
tions engaging the undercut portion thereof, 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
HENRY E. BEERLING. 

Witnesses: 
L. J. WHITTEMORE, 
H. C. SMITH, 
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