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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

HENRY WALLNER AND JOSEPH WN’ALTJNER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

MILITARY CAP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 576,294, dated February 2, 1897.
Application filed November 19, 1896, Serial No,612,689. (No model.)

I wll whom it may concern:

Beitknown that we, HENRY WALLNER and
JOSEPH WALLNER, citizens of the Empire of
Austria-Hungary, residing in the city, county,
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Military
Caps, of which thefollowingis a specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in caps, especially military caps worn
by army and navy officers, conductors, police
officers, firemen, &c., in which-an ear-protec-
toris arranged in connection with the hody of
the capin such amannerthat it can be placed
over the ears whenever desired or stored
away in the body of the cap out of sight when

ot required for use.

In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1
and 2 represent side elevations of our im-
proved military cap, showing the ear-protec-
tor respectively as folded away in the body of
the cap and as placed in position overthe ears.
Fig. 3 is an underside view of the cap, show-
ing the spring-actuated sweat-band moved
away from the rear part of the cap so as to
permit the outward folding of the ear-protec-
tor, and Figs. 4 and 5 are respectively a ver-
tical longitudinal section on line 4 4, Fig. 3,
and a vertical transverse section on line 5 5,
Fig. 3, of our improved military cap, sliowing
the ear-protector folded into the same and the
elastic chin-strap likewise stored away in the
same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring tothe drawings, A represents the
body of a military cap, such as is worn by mili-
tary officers, conductors, firemen, police offi-
cers, &e.  The body of the cap is eylindrical
in shape and provided with a straight vizor
extending forward from the body. To the in-
side of the body Ais applied a sweat-band B,
which is attached to the body at its smaller
front portion, while its rear portion is not at-
tached to the body of the cap, but provided
with two or more flat band-springs b, prefer-
ably of thin whalebone or similar elastic but
non-corrosive material, by which the rear
portion of the sweat-band is always heldin po-
sition in the body of the cap, except when

moved in forward direction, as shown in Fig.
3. To the lower edge of the rear part of the
body Aisattached an ear-protector C, thatis
folded into the body of the cap and held in
position by the-spring-actuated rear portion
of the sweat-band B. Theear-protector C is
preferably made of cloth of the same color as
the body of the cap and provided at its lower
front corners with two sections, forming an
attached elastic chin-strap D, having a suit-
able fastening d at the ends when it is de-
sired tohold the ear-protector in position over
the ears, as shown in Fig. 2. The elastic
chin-strap can be stored away in the body of
the cap by placing its sections in loops e, ar-
ranged, preferably, in the front part of the
cap, so as to be out of the way of the ear-pro-
tector stored in the rear part of the cap.

For ordinary use the ear-protector C is
stored away in the rear portion of the cap and
held in position by the' spring-actuated rear
portion of the sweat-band, which presses
evenly over the same. In cold or stormy
weather when itis desired to protect the ears,
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the spring-actuated rear portion of the sweat- -

band is moved toward the front portion to
clear the ear-protector O, so that the latter
can be moved in downward direction over the
ears and the rear part of the head, in which
position it is retained by connecting the ends
of the sections of the chin-strap, so that the
ears. are fully protected against cold or
moisture.

By our improved cap persons in official po-
sitions who have to wear military caps for de-
noting their position or rank can readily pro-
teet their ears againstcold or storm whenever
required by simply placing the ear-protector
over the ears, while at other times, when the
ear- protector is not required, the same is
stored away in the cap without disclosing its
presence, as it is firmly held in position in the
cap-body by the spring-actuated sweat-band.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A cap provided with an ear-protector at-
tached to the rear of the cap-body and adapt-
ed to fold therein, a sweat-band secured to
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the front of said body and free to springaway
from the rear thereof, and a band-spring se-
cured to the rear portion of said sweat-band
and operating to hold said band in vertical
position and to firmly clamp said ear-protec-
tor against the body of the cap when folded
therein.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as

our invention we have signed our names in
presence of two subscribing witnesses.
IIENRY WALLNER.
JOSEPH WALLNER.
Witnesses:

PAUL GOEPEL,
GEO. W. JAEKEL.




