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to a force vector that cancels an imbalance vector generated by rotation of the centrifuge.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-65

A centrifuge comprising a carousel having an upper portion
and a lower portion, the upper portion of the carousel
having a plurality of positions for sample tubes for a
centrifugation operation, a plurality of drive mechanisms
attached to the upper portion of the carousel, a movable
element mounted upon each drive mechanism, the movable
element capable of traversing the length of the drive
mechanism when the drive mechanism is actuated, a sample
tube-holding assembly comprising a sample tube holder and a
bearing attached to each movable element, and at least one
balancing element capable of contributing to a force vector
that cancels a vector generated by rotation of the carousel
of the centrifuge, as well as a method for carrying out a
centrifugation process, comprising the steps of inserting
sample tubes into such a centrifuge by means of sample tube
holders, and after centrifugation has begun, if the sample
tubes are not properly balanced, detecting an imbalance
vector by a vibration sensor, which transmits information to
a central processing unit.

2. claims: 66, 67

A blade for cutting slits in stoppers of sample tubes,
wherein the blade has a tip angle to control stretching of a
stopper and promote efficient cutting of the material from
which the stopper is formed.
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