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This invention relates to a new and improved closure 
and dispensing arrangement for containers and the like. 
The present invention contemplates the provision of a 

new and improved closure construction for a rigid con 
tainer, which includes a tab operative to cover the dispens 
ing opening and joined to the adjacent wall of the con 
tainer by a heat sealed joint. In this regard, the container 
wall may be composed of a thermoplastic material, e.g. 
polyethylene, or coating thereof on cardboard or the like. 
The tab, in turn, is constructed of flexible material, e.g. 
aluminum sheet, and may have a similar coating thereon 
so that a heat sealed joint between the contiguous Surfaces 
thereof is provided. The tab is advantageously pivoted 
over the opening and tightly secured therein after initial 
opening simply by displacing the tab into the opening by 
a thumb or the like. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an inex 

pensive and trouble-free closure and dispensing means for 
a container, the container having a raised portion in one 
wall and having a elongated slotted dispensing opening 
therein. A generally rectangular tab of flexible material 
is joined to this raised portion adjacent an end of the 
slot. A heat sealing joint is provided between the tab 
and container wall which includes an enlarged terminal 
joint portion at the end of the slot, having a curved edge 
adjacent the slot, while the other opposed marginal sides 
of the tab are secured to this wall portion by a relatively 
narrow heat sealing joint. The tab has a lip at its free 
end which extends transversely beyond the raised wall 
portion so that the same is quickly and easily pulled back 
to the terminal joint portion for initial access. By virtue 
of the curved terminal joint edge, the flexible tab is ad 
vantageously formed in the shape of a longitudinally ex 
tending spout for dispensing purposes; and, the container 
is temporarily closed after initial use simply by pivoting 
the tab back over the slot for securing the same therein. 
These and still further objects, advantages, and novel 

features of the present invention will become apparent in 
the specification and claims, taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the upper end of the 

container employing the closure means of the present in 
vention; 
FIGURE 2 is an elevational section view of the con 

tainer and closure means in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURES3 and 4 are partial perspective views show 

ing the container positioned for dispensing the contents; 
and 
FIGURE 5 is an elevational section view similar to 

FIGURE 2 but showing the closure means temporarily se 
cured after initial opening. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown in FIG 
URE 1 a rigid container having upright side walls 1 and 
a top wall 2 joined thereto. The top wall 2 composed of 
an overlaying coating of thermoplastic material is of in 
verted cup-shaped configuration, having a centrally raised 
wall portion 2a and depressed peripheral wall portion 2b 
adjacent the side walls 1. The centrally raised wall por 
tion 2a has an elongated or slotted dispensing opening 
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3 for dispensing the contents from the container, as will 
become apparent. 
The wall portion 2a also carries a tab. 4 of generally 

rectangular configuration. This tab. 4 is constructed of 
a flexible material, preferably aluminum foil or sheet, so 
as to be easily shaped, and has a coating of thermoplastic 
material on its surface contiguous with the top wall 2. 
Additionally, the tab. 4 has a protruding lip 5 extending 
beyond the centrally raised wall portion 2a to facilitate a 
gripping of the same with a person's fingers. 
The tab. 4 is joined to the top wall 2 adjacent the slotted 

opening 3 by a heat sealing connection or welding Seam 
joint 6. In this regard the joint 6 includes a terminal joint 
portion 6a adjacent the end of the slot 3 opposite the 
lip 5 and covers a relatively wide area so as to constitute 
a permanent joint. The edge of this terminal joint por 
tion 6a adjacent the slot 3 is curved so that the tab 4 may 
be bent into a trough-like shape (FIGURE 4) to facilitate 
dispensing the contents of the free end thereof. Addi 
tionally, marginal joint lines 6b, also heat sealed, ex 
tend from the terminal joint portion along the sides of 
the tab 4 and the opposite end of the slot 3. This consti 
tutes a temporary seal to initially seal the container for 
marketing purposes and the like. 

Initially, the container is opened simply by gripping the 
lip 5 of the tab 4 and pulling the tab. 4 back to the 
terminal joint portion 6a, thereby breaking the marginal 
heat sealing joint lines 6b. The container is then tilted 
in the usual fashion for dispensing the contents through 
the slot 3. This may be accomplished as shown in FIG 
URE 3 by virtue of the fact the tab 4 is pivoted upwardly 
to dispense the contents from the end of the slot 3 opposite 
the terminal joint 6a. Alternatively, the tab 4 may con 
stitute a dispensing trough as the same may be curved into 
the shape of a trough due to the curved edge of terminal 
joint 6a adjacent the slot 3, as shown in FIGURE 4. 
After the desired amount of the contents have been dis 
pensed, the slot 3 is closed, as shown in FIGURE 5, 
simply by pivoting the tab. 4 back over the slot 3 and de 
pressing the flexible tab into the slot 3 to provide an effec 
tive closing of the container. 
From the foregoing description of the various embodi 

ments of this invention, it is evident that the objects of 
this invention, together with many practical advantages 
are successfully achieved. While preferred embodiments 
of my invention have been described, numerous further 
modifications may be made without departing from the 
scope of this invention. 

Therefore, it is to be understood that all matters herein 
set forth or shown in the accompanying drawings are to 
be interpreted in an illustrative, and not in a limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination, a rigid container having a dispens 

ing opening in a raised portion of one wall thereof, and 
a flexible tab secured to said raised portion all around 
said opening to sealingly cover said opening, and adapted 
to be partly separated from said raised portion so as to 
be hinged to it along a predetermined one of its own 
edges, which edge is located closely adjacent the rim of 
said opening, and further adapted, after being separated 
from said raised portion, selectively to overlay said open 
ing and to be depressed therein so as to releasably and 
sealingly engage the entire rim of said opening. 

2. In combination, a rigid container comprising walls 
presenting a heat sealable Surface, and having a dispens 
ing opening in a raised portion of one wall thereof, and 
a flexible tab heat sealed to said raised portion all around 
said opening to sealingly cover said opening, and adapted 
to be partly separated from said raised portion by break 
ing the heat seal along the major part of the circum 
ference of said opening so as to be hinged to it along a 
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predetermined one of its own edges, which edge is located 
closely adjacent the rim of said opening, and further 
adapted, after being separated from said raised portion, 
Selectively to overlay said opening and to be depressed 
therein so as to releasably and sealingly engage the entire 
rim of said opening. 

3. The combination defined in claim 2 wherein the 
walls of said container and said tab on the surface facing 
said container are coated with a thermoplastic material. 

4. In combination, a rigid container having a dispens 
ing opening in a raised portion of one wall thereof, and 
a flexible tab secured to said raised portion all around 
said opening to sealingly cover said opening, and at one 
side extending beyond said raised portion to form a 
gripping end, and adapted to be partly separated from 
said raised portion by pulling at said gripping end so as 
to be hinged to it along an edge opposite to said grip 
ping end, which edge is located closely adjacent the rim 
of said opening, and further adapted, after being sepa 
rated from said raised portion, selectively to overlay said 
opening and to be depressed therein so as to releasably 
and sealingly engage the entire rim of said opening. 

5. The combination defined in claim 4 in which said 
tab is secured to said raised portion by means of a nar 
row welding seam and said edge opposite to said gripping 
end is secured by a relatively wide welding Seam so as 
to constitute a permanent joint. 

6. In combination, a rigid container having a dispens 
ing opening in a raised portion of one wall thereof, and 
a flexible tab secured to said raised portion all around 
said opening to sealingly cover said opening, and adapted 
to be partly separated from said raised portion So as to 
be hinged to it along a predetermined one of its own 
edges, which edge is located closely adjacent the rim of 
said opening and is curved with its concave side facing 
said opening, so that after partly separating Said flexible 
tab from said raised portion and bending it for substan 
tially 90° around said predetermined edge a pouring spout 
is formed which is rigid lengthwise by virtue of being 
concave crosswise, and further adapted, after being sepa 
rated, selectively to overlay said opening and to be de 
pressed therein so as to releasably and sealingly engage 
the entire rim of said opening. 

7. In combination, a rigid container comprising walls 
presenting a heat sealable surface, and having a dispens 
ing opening in a raised portion of one wall thereof, and 
a flexible tab heat sealed to said raised portion all around 
said opening to sealingly cover said opening, and adapted 
to be partly separated from said raised portion by break 
ing the heat seal along the major part of the circum 
ference of said opening so as to be hinged to it along 
a predetermined one of its own edges, which edge is lo 
cated closely adjacent the rim of said opening and is 
curved with its concave side facing said opening, so that 
after partly separating said flexible tab from said raised 
portion and bending it for substantially 90° around said 
predetermined edge a pouring spout is formed which is 
rigid lengthwise by virtue of being concave crosswise, and 
further adapted, after being separated, selectively to over 
lay said opening and to be depressed therein so as to 
releasably and sealingly engage the entire rim of said 
opening. 

8. The combination defined in claim 7 wherein the 
walls of said container and said tab on the Surface facing 
said container are coated with a thermoplastic material. 

9. In combination, a rigid container having a dispensing 
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4. 
opening in a raised portion of one wall thereof, and a 
flexible tab secured to said raised portion all around said 
opening to Sealingly cover said opening, and at one side 
extending beyond said raised portion to form a gripping 
end, and adapted to be partly separated from said raised 
portion by pulling at Said gripping end so as to be hinged 
to it along an edge opposite to said gripping end, which 
edge is located closely adjacent the rim of said opening 
and is curved with its concave side facing said opening, 
so that after partly separating said flexible tab from said 
raised portion and bending it for substantially 90° around 
said edge a pouring spout is formed which is rigid length 
wise by virtue of being concave crosswise, and further 
adapted, after being separated, selectively to overlay said 
opening and to be depressed therein So as to releasably 
and sealing engage the entire rim of said opening. 

40. The combination defined in claim 9 in which said 
tab is secured to said raised portion by means of a 
narrow welding seam and said edge opposite to said grip 
ping end is secured by a relatively wide welding seam so 
as to constitute a permanent joint. 

11. In combination, a rigid container comprising walls 
being coated with a thermoplastic material at at least one 
surface, and having a dispensing opening in a raised por 
tion of the upper wall thereof, and a flexible tab coated 
with a thermoplastic material on its surface facing said 
raised portion, and heat sealed to said raised portion with 
a narrow welding seam along the major part of the cir 
cumference of said opening, and with a relatively wide 
welding seam along the remaining minor part of Said cir 
cumference to sealingly cover said opening and at the 
side opposite said relatively wide seam extending beyond 
said raised portion to form a gripping end, and adapted 
to be partly separated from said raised portion by pull 
ing at said gripping end to break said heat sealed weld 
ing seam along said major part of said circumference So 
that said tab is hinged to said raised portion along said 
relatively wide seam which seam is located closely ad 
jacent the rim of said opening and is curved with its con 
cave side facing said opening, so that after partly sepa 
rating said flexible tab from said raised portion and bend 
ing it for substantally 90° around said relatively wide 
seam a pouring spout is formed which is rigid lengthwise 
by virtue of being concave crosswise, and further adapted, 
after being separated, selectively to overlay said opening 
and to be depressed therein so as to releasably and Seal 
ingly engage the entire rim of Said opening. 
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