Oct. 18, 1932. ' W..J. TOMPKINS 1,883,117
COMBINED FLOOR AND COVE COVERING

Filed Dec. 86, 1929

27 z8

i = 23
27 I‘HHH i”i“Hlml.lm”w”““'/w
'51 g N
‘”j =—— _— \L)
l —— Z%]4 LN
S 224\

IR x*xéééi;a%\g BNV RN 20
. ) .
228 o 72 4 ko,

TR, TR 5y,
36 - I 37
<Z,f"q 7. ‘Ljy 5f INVENTOR |
3 Welliate S 1omphleeres

e BY
T g 6. .- Lrepet

A% ATTORNEY



5

12

20

=30

40

4

4]

Patented Oct. 18, 1932

UNITED STATES

1,883,117

PATENT OFFICE
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COMBINED FLOCR AND COVE COVERING

Application filed December 6,-1929.

‘This invention relates to covering means,
the invention being more particularly related
toa combined floor.and cove covering. .

The invention has for its general chject
the provision of a sheet of material adapted
to cover the fleor or a portion thereof, the
-side wall which meets the flocr, and as well
the angle or corner between the floor and the
side 'wall. Tts object is to furnish a simple,
practical, efficient and sanitary covering of
the character referred to, and one which can
be quickly applied and removed, and which,
when applied, will maintain itself in the
desired position of use and be neat and at-
tractive in appearance.

‘One of the objects of the.invention is to
provide a combined floor and cove covering
which may be produced for use in relatively
small places, such, for instance, as in tele-
phone booths, and which, for relatively large
spaces or rooms, may be produced in the form
of a border strip adapted to be placed upon
the floor along the angle and side wall to be
covered thereby.

Other objects of the invention will appear
hereinafter. '

The invention resides in the combined floor
and cove covering, and in the construction
and relative arrangement of parts, as will be
hereinafter described and subsequently in-
corporated in the subjoined claim.

The invention will be best understood by
referring to the accompanying drawing,
forming a material part of this specification,

5 and in which:

Figure 1 represents a fragmentary per-
spective view and section, illustrating the
article as it appears when applied in & fele-
phone booth, fractionally shown;

Tig. 1a represents a fragmentary detail
sect'onal view, showing one form of the
groove which may be produced in the
covering; :

Fig. 2 represents a perspective view of the
covering;
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Fig. 3:represents a perspective view :and
section showing a covering in the form of a
border strip or runner for a relatively.large
room;

Tig. 4 is a detail of the form of covering -
shown in Fig. 3;and

Figs, 5, 6 and T are detail sectional-views
showing varicus forms of grooves which may

be produced in the covering.
Referring with more particularity to the :

accompanying drawing, and first-to the form
of construction shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the
combined floor and cove covering denated

-generically by the numeral 10 is disclosed
-as comprising a main part 11 adapted to be

placed flat upon the floor 12 of the erection
or booth 18, fractionally shown. With the
main part 11 are formed auxiliary parts-14,

-15-and 16-which are adapted to be turned up-
right in -angular relation to the main part -
-so as'to fit flat against the adjacent lower por-

tions of the side walls 17, 18, and 19, respec-
tively. In thus covering the floor and the

-adjacent lower portions of the side walls, the
vertex of the inside angle or groove:20 along

the floor is also covered, and as well the ver-
tical angle:21 formed between the side wall
15 at the back of the structure and-each:of
the side walls 14 and 16 located at the:op-
posite ends of the structure.

The covering, according to an important

feature thercof, is-provided along the bend-
ing-or folding line %22 between the main part
-and each of the auxiliary parts, with a grcove
-23. In the illustrated embodiment of the in-
-vention shown in Figs. 1, 1le -and 2, the
_grooves are provided in the underside of the

covering. From the provision of these
grooves it results that the bending lines-or

‘zones are relatively thin opposite to and par-
allel with the vertexes of the angles 2-where

the side walls meet the floor 12. In the pres-
ent instance, as best shown in Fig. la, groove
98 ig disclosed as of V-shaped form with one

side-wall 24 of greater length:than the oppo-
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site side wall 25. By making the groove
in this manner, the sides 24 and 25 as-
sume approximately a straight surface
opposite the vertex of the angle, when the
auxiliary part is turned upwardly to fit flat
against the side wall. In order fo be easily
and properly fitted in the vertical angles 21,
the covering is produced with open corners
26 between the auxiliary part 15 and the aux-
iliary parts 14 and 16. Under this provi-
sion, when the covering is inserted in the
booth as shown in Fig. 1 with the auxiliary
parts turned upwardly against the inside
Taces of the side walls, the face of the auxil-
iary part 15, is engaged by the ends of the
auxiliary parts 14 and 16, completely closing
the open corners 26 and effectively covering
the vertical angles 21 within the booth.

The covering of the present invention is
preferably produced from rubber, althongh
it can be produced from any material com-
monly employed in the production of floor
coverings, such, for instance, as linoleum and
oilcloth. In order to reinforce the covering
along the relatively thin bending lines, it
1s desirable to embed within the material of
the relatively thin lines suitable reinforcing
strips as 27, which, as clearly shown in the
drawing, connect the auxiliary parts with
the main part. Where the covering is pro-
duced from rubber, as illustrated in the
drawing, the reinforeing strips 27 preferably
consist of textile material. The device of
the present invention is sanitary in use, facil-
itating quick scrubbing or cleaning of the
floor of the booth as by means of a mop or the
like. Manifestly the covering prevents dirt
from accumulating in the corners along the
floor; and where the covering is made of rub-
ber or any suitable fireproofing composition,
the usual fire hazard, always present in pub-
lic places where cigarettes and matches are
cast to the floor, is greatly reduced. Owing
to the relatively thin bending lines result-
ing from the provision of the grooves, the
auxiliary parts tend to fit flat against the in-

side surfaces of the side walls when the main -

part has been established flat upon the floor.

In the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 3
and 4, the covering is shown as produced in
the form of a border intended especially for
use in connection with relatively large
rooms; the covering in this instance being
produced witha main part28and an auxiliary
part 29 adapted to be turned upwardly along
the bending line 80, which, as in the previous
instance, is made relatively thin because of
the provision of the groove 31. Along the
bending line a suitable reinforcing strip 82 is
incorporated in the covering to connect the
auxiliary part 29 with the main part 28. In
use, as illustrated in Fig. 8, the main part 28
is placed upon the floor 83 adjoining the side
wall 34, so that the auxiliary part 29 will fit
against said side wall and with the relative-
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ly thin bending line covering the vertex of
the angle 35.

As illustrated in Figs. 5, 6 and 7, the cov-
ering may be produced with various forms of
grooves. Thus, in Fig. 4, the groove 36 is of
concave form, while in Fig. 5, the groove 387,
although of V-shaped form, has its converg-
ing side walls 87 slightly spaced apart at
the underface of the covering, so that the
groove in this instance has the general char-
acter of a slit extending inwardly into the
material.  The groove 38, illustrated in Fig.
6,1s of concave form, but it will be noted that
in this instance the groove is formed in the
upper side of the covering.

While I have herein disclosed several de-
sirable and practical embodiments of my in-
vention, it is, nevertheless, to be understood
that the invention might also be incorporated
in various other alternative structures, and I
accordingly reserve the privilege of resorting
to all such legitimate changes therein as may
be fairly incorporated within the spirit and
scope of the invention as claimed.

Iclaim:—

A telephone booth floor covering construct-
ed of a single layer of rubber comprising a
floor section and border sections, kerfs Iim-
iting the boundaries of said sections and ar-
ranged to permit the covering to fit the inter-
sections formed by the floor section and the
border sections, and reenforcing strips em-
bedded in the covering adjacent the kerfs.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention, I have signed my name hereto.

WILLIAM J. TOMPKINS.
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