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(57) Abstract

A system for producing three dimensional components by bonding together successive layers of a porous material with droplets of
a binder material. A binder printhead has an amay of nozzles which controllably supply jets of binder material droplets to the layers of
porous material. The printhead is scanned in a raster scan fashion over eaéh layer of porous material along a first scan axis in one direction
to provide first fast scanning paths of droplets. The printhead is then moved laterally of such one direction and is then moved along the fast
scan axis in the opposite direction to provide second fast scanning paths of droplets which are interlaced with the first scanning paths. The
supply of the droplets to the porous material can be controlled so as to control the overlapping thereof to produce various desired surface

and interior characteristics of the components.
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