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My Invention relates to a shoe and method of
constructing the same. Among the objects of my
invention is the provision of a shoe which is ex-
tremely flexible, which cushlons the foot of the
wearer, and which is accurately fitted to and em-
braces the heel of the wearer. My invention con-
templates the provision of great flexibility by
omitting an insole from the shoe and employing
a sock lining which is not lasted to the upper
and which is secured to the upper only in the
fore part of the shoe. My Invention contemplates
the provision of & cushioning shoe by including
between the upper and outsole a cushioning in-
termediate sole or platform of substantial depth
and formed of deformable material. My inven-
tion contemplates the provision of a shoe ac-
curately fitted to the heel of the wearer by last-
ing the shoe rearwardly of the shank.

A purpose of my invention is to provide a shoe
which fits the heel of the wearer snugly and com-
fortably throughout the life of the shoe by last-
ing the rearward portlon of the shoe and includ-
ing therein a counter molded or formed in a suit-
able manner to the desired shape and constructed
of material sufficiently rigid to insure the reten-
tion of such shape for the life of the shoe.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a shoe including a heel member extending be-
neath the arch of the wearer and having an
arched opening in its lower surface while provid-
ing sufficient thickness of the heel member be-
neath the arch to support the wearer without
reinforcement by a metal arch member or shank.
Further, it is an object of my invention to pro-
vide a shoe of the wedge heel or intermediate
sole type Including a covered heel extending be-
neath the arch of the wearer, which may be of
any desired shape and covered quickly and neatly
without folds with material contrasting or har-
monizing with the remainder of the shoe, In
shoes of the wedge heel or Intermediate sole type,
if the covering for the wedge heel is secured to
the lower edge of the upper before it is placed
around the wedge heel, it is impossible to draw
this cover around the wedge heel neatly unless
the walls of the heel are substantia 'y vertical.
It the wedge heel is first covered and attached
to an upper and insole, th» flexibility of the shoe
is lost by the resistance to bending presented by
the insole and the inturned edges of the upper
lasted thereto through out the length thereof.
My inventfon contemplates the provision of &
shoe of the type described employing a wedge
heel, the walls of which need not be vertical and
which may be neatly covered while retaining ex-
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treme flexibility in the shoe by lasting only that
portion of the shoe rearwardly of the shank to
a shank member or insert extending only rear-
wardly of the shank, By such lasting of the rear-
ward portion of the upper, I am able to include &
counter molded or formed to perfectly embrace
the heél and arch of the wearer and constructed
of leather or composition sufficiently rigid to re-
tain its shape for the life of the shoe, thus in-
suring a perfection and retention of fit impossible
of accomplishment if the upper is not lasted.

Among other objects of my invention is the
provision of a shoe which is appealing in appear-
ance and Inexpensive in manufacture, as well as
the provision of a method of constructing such
a shoe involving few steps and capable of per-
formance with a minimum of skilled workmen.

An embodiment of my invention capable of
providing the foregoing advantages and others
is described in the following specification, which
may be better understood with reference to the
accompanying drawing in which

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the upper of the
shoe of my invention with the lining and counter
secured thereto;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the limer member;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the upper illus-
trated in Pig. 1 with the half platform cover and
the liner member secured to the fore part thereof;

Pig. 4 is a central longitudinal sectional view
of the upper fllustrated in Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 18 a central sectional view of the upper
positioned upon a last and with the half plat-
form cushion sole and filler positioned thereon
and with the heel portion of the upper lasted to
a shank member;

Fig. 6 is & vertical sectional view of a covered
wedge heel ready for installation upon the up-
per {llustrated in PFig. 5; and :

Fig. 7 is a perspective vlew of the completed
shoe of my invention.

Referring to the drawing, which is for {llus-
trative purposes only, the numeral i1 indicates an
upper cut, to provide the desired fit, particularly
in the forepart of the shoe. The upper Ii is
provided with a lining which may cover only the
rear part of the upper or the entire length of
the upper. I have fllustrated a lining 12 cover-
ing the entire inner surface of the upper {{ and
secured thereto by & row of stitching 13 extend-
ing adjacent the upper edge of the upper I and
the edges of a forward lace opening 4 in the
upper I{. A counter {8, best lllustrated in Fig.
4, is installed between the upper 11 and the lining
-12 1n the rear portion of the shoe extending for-



wardly to the arch or shank portion of the shoe
in known manner. The counter |5 is molded or
formed in any suitable manner to comfortably
and snugly fit the heel of the wearer and is made
of leather, fibre, composition, or other suitable
material of sufficlent rigidity to retaln its shape
for the life of the shoe.

As {llustrated in Fig. 1, the upper {{ and liner
12 are provided with a depending portion 1§ ex-
tending rearwardly from the shank of the shoe.
Secured to the upper 1 forwardly of the depend-
ing portion I8 thereof is a platform cover 1.
The cover is secured to the upper I{ by a row
of stitching 18 with the outer surtace of the cover
(1 in contact with the outer surface of the upper
{l. The cover I1 includes free end portions 18
extending in overlapping relationship with the
depending portion {8 of the upper, the free end
portions 18 being free of the upper for a purpose
to be later described.

The numeral 20 of Fig. 2 indicates & sock lin-
ing or liner member or liner, preferably of a
single layer of fabric, having offsets 20a in its
edges which act as guides in securing the liner
to the inner surface of the lining 12 from the
shank portion forwardly of the shoe. The liner
20 may be secured to the lining 12 and upper il
by a row of stitching separate from the stiteh-
ing 18, but I prefer o connect the liner 20 and
platform cover {1 to the upper 1t and lIning 12
by the single row of stitching §8. The liner 2¢
is secured with its upper surface in contact with
the inner gurface of the liner 12, and the rearward
unsecured portion of the liner 20, indicated by
the numeral 21, is folded upon the secured for-
ward portion 22, as illustrated in Fig. 4.

The upper {1, lining {2 with the cover 11, and
liner 20 are then fitted upon & last 23, the last
having temporarily secured thereto an insert or
tuck or shank member of leather, fibre, or the
like, indicated by the numeral 24 of Fig. 5. The
lower edges of the upper II, lining 2, and
counter 18 are then lasted upon and eecured to
the lower surface of the shank member 24, and
s filler 2§ is spread upon the lower surface of
the shank member 24 between :tl:; ln:gmed edges
of the upper, lining, and counter fo preseni a
level surface. The platform cover 17 being pulled
downwardly so that it conceals the row of stitch-
ing 18, s platform 24 is positioned upon the lower
surface of the liner 20 and preferably secured
thereto by & suitable cement. The platform mem-
ber 2§ 15 made of & cushioning material, such as
felt or the like, and extends over & portion of
the shank member. 24, being tapered in thickness
at its rearward end to provide & smooth joint
with the shank member, and belng tapered in
width rearwardly of the ends of the platform
cover 11 to permit its concealment by the for-
ward edges of & covered wedge heel when the
heel i3 secured to the upper.

The lower edges of the platform cover IT are
then turned inwardly upon and . 88 by
cement, to the lower surface of the platform
member 2§. :

A wedge heel member 21, 8s {llustrated in Pig.
8, 13 provided of such length as to include & por-
tion 18 extending beneath the arch of the wearer
and extending beneath the heel and shank por-
tions of the upper. The wedge heel member 21
is provided with an upper surface 20 curved to
conrormwtheheelgnduvhqtﬂuwmerwd
a lower surface 30 having therein an arch recess
31. The wedge heel member 21 18 of such dimen-
donsu.boprovldeathlcmusbetweenthemh
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recess 31 and the upper surface 20 sufficfent to
support the welght of the wearer without defor-
mation of the heel member 27, thus eliminating
the necessity for including in the shoe a metal
shank or arch-supporting member, while at the
same time avoiding the heavy and awkward ap-
pearance of a flat-bottomed wedge heel. The
wedge heel member 21 may be formed of cork or
cork composition, or similar cushioning madterial,
and preferably includes a dowel member 32 of
wood or the like to facilitate the firm attach-
ment of the wedge heel member 17 to the lasted
upper Il. The wedge heel member is provided
with a cover 33 of fabric, leather, or the llke
with its edges turned inwardly upon and se-
cured, as by cement, to the upper and lower sur-
faces 28 and 30 of the wedge heel member 21.
Since the heel cover 33 is not secured to the
upper when it is applied to the wedge heel mem-
ber 27, this cover 33 may be pulled and stretched
upon the wedge heel member 27 to cover it
smoothly and without folds, although the side
:irallls of the wedge heel member 271 are not ver-
cal.

The wedge heel member 21 with the cover 33
applied thereto is then secured to the lasted
upper, preferably by cement, with its forward
portion extending over the lower surface of the
rearward portion of the platform member 26,
The forward portion of the wedge heel member
21 is tapered to provide a smooth joint with the
platform member 28. As the wedge heel member
27 is thus applied to the lasted upper, the free
end portions I8 of the platform cover {1 are
drawn around the forward portion of the wedge
heel member and secured by cement to the heel
cover 33, and the lower edges of the free end por-
tions 19 are secured by cement to the lower sur-
face 30 of the wedge heel member 2T and the

‘heel cover 33 secured thereto. In this manner a

joint of good appearance is made between the
platform cover IT and the heel cover 33. In-
stead of a wedge heel member, there may be em-
ployed & heel of any desired shape or style, and
the upper {| may be formed with openings at
the toe or adjacent the shank, or at both the toe
and shank, -

An outsole member 34 of the desired shape and
of substantially uniform thickness throughout is
then secured by cement to the lower surface of the
platform 28, the heel member 27, the inturned
edges of the platform cover 11, and the heel cover
33. Preferably the outsole member 34 is provided
with a heel lift 38 of the desired thickness, which
is secured thereto before the installation of the
outsole upon the shoe, As illustrated in Fig. 7,
the outsole 34 conforms to the arch recess 31 of
the wedge heel member 21. .

The shoe being removed from the last, a screw
38 may, If desired, be inserted through the shank
member 24 and extended into the dowel member
32 of the wedge heel member 27, A heel slip 37
is then secured over the heel portion of the shank
member 24, and the rearward portion 21 of the .
liner 29 is extended over and secured by cement
to the heel siip 31 and the upper surface of the
shank member 24.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that by
eliminating the lasting operations customarily
employed upon the forepart of a shoe, the method
of my invention has reduced the expense and
skilled labor required for the construction of the
shoe of my invention. It will be seen also that,
since the shoe includes no insole and since the
edges of the upper forwardly of the heel portion
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of the shoe are not lasted upon and secured to the
lower surface of an insole member, I have enor-
mously increased the flexibility of the shoe. It
will now be apparent also that the inclusion: of
the platform member 26 which is extremely flex-
ible provides comfort to the foot of the wearer,
while not detracting from the flexibility of the
shoe.

The lasting of the rearward portion of the
upper to the shank member 24 permits the in-
clusion of the counter 18 and the forming and re-
tention of the rearward portion of the upper and
the counter in a shape providing a perfect fit with
the heel of the wearer, and the application of the
heel cover 33 to the wedge heel member 21, prior
to the attachment of the cover to the upper i,
permits the shaping of the cover neatly and with-
out folds to wedge heels of any desired shape.

While those embodiments of the shoe and
method of constructing the same, her~inabove de-
scribed, are capable of performing the objects
and providing the advantages primarily stated,
my invention is not restricted to such embodi-
ments, but includes departures therefrom coming
within the scope of the claims which follow.

I claim as my invention:

1. In a shoe, the combination of: an upper;
a liner in sald upper having a heel portion and
having a forward portion with its edge turned
downwardly in contact with the inner surface of
said upper adjacent the lower edge of sald upper
forwardly of the shank; a counter in the heel
portion of sald upper; & half platform member
of cushioning material; a platform cover with its
outer surface in contact with the outer surface
of said upper adjacent the lower edge of said up-
per forwardly of the shank and with its lower
edge turned inwardly upon said half platform
member; a row of stitching connecting the con-
tacting portions of said upper, liner, and plat-
form cover; an insert extending from the heel
forwardly of the shank and under said heel por-
_ tion of said liner, said upper rearwardly of the
shank and sald counter being lasted to said in-
gert; a filler on the bottom of said insert between
the lasted edges of said upper; a wedge heel mem-~
ber having in the lower surface thereof an arch
recess, said member being of a thickness above
. said recess adapted to support the wearer; & cov-
ering for sald heel member extending around the
sides thereof and secured to the upper and lower
surfaces thereof; means securing said heel mem-
ber to sald insert, the rearward portions of said
platform cover overlapping and being secured to
said covering for said heel member; an outsole
secured to the lower surface of said heel member
and said half platform member; and & heel 1lift
secured to said outsole member.

2 In a shoe, the combination of:. an upper;
# liner in sald upper having a heel portion and
having a forward portion sewed to sald upper
with its edge turned downwardly in contact with
the inner surface of said upper adjacent the
lower edge of sald upper forwardly of the shank;
& helf platform member of cushioning material;
& platform cover sewed to said upper with its
outer surface in contact with the outer surface
of sald upper adjacent the lower edge of sald
upper forwardly of the shank and with its lower
edge turned Inwardly upon said half platform
member; an insert extending from the heel for-
wardly of the shank and under sald heel portion
of sald liner, said upper rearwardly of the shank
being lasted to said insert; a filler on the bottom
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of said insert between the lasted edges of sald 75

upper; a wedge heel member having in the lower
surface thereof an arch recess, sald member being
of a thickness above sald recess adapted to sup-
port the wearer; a covering for sald heel mem-
ber extending around the sides thereof and se-
cured to the upper and lower surfaces thereof;
means securing said heel member to said insert,
the rearward portions of sald platform cover
overlapping and being secured to sald covering
for said heel member; and an outsole secured to
the lower surface of said heel member and said
half platform member.

3. In a shoe, the combination of: an upper;
a liner in sald upper having & heel portion and
having a forward portion sewed to sald upper

_with its edge turned downwardly in contact with

the inner surface of sald upper adjacent the
lower edge of sald upper forwardly of the shank;

‘& half platform member of cushioning material;

a platform cover sewed to said upper with its
outer surface in contact with the outer surface
of said upper adjacent the lower edge of said
upper forwardly of the shank and with its lower
edge turned inwardly upon said half platform
member; an insert extending from the heel for-
wardly of the shank and under sald heel portion
of said liner, said upper rearwardly of the shank
being lasted to said insert; a filler on the bottom
of sald insert between the lasted edges of said
upper; a wedge heel member including a dowel
member; a covering for said heel member ex-
tending around the sides thereof and secured to
the upper and lower surfaces thereof; means ex-
tending into sald dowel member and securing
said heel member to said insert, the rearward
portions of said platform cover overlapping and
being secured to said covering for said heel mem-
ber: and an outsole secured to the lower surface
gi said heel member and said half platform mem-

T,

4, In a shoe, the combination of: an upper;
a liner in sald upper having a heel portion and
having a forward portion sewed to said upper
with its edge turned downwardly in contact with
the inner surface of sald upper adjacent the
lower edge of sald upper forwardly of the shank;
a platform member of cushioning material; a
platform cover sewed to said upper with its outer
surface in contact with the outer surface of said
upper adjacent the lower edge of said upper for-
wardly of the shank and with its lower edge
turned Inwardly upon said platform member;
an insert extending from the heel forwardly of

the shank and under said heel portion of sald

liner, sald upper rearwardly of the shank be-
ing lasted to sald insert; a wedge heel member
having in the lower surface thereof an arch re-
cess, sald heel member extending beneath said
platform member; a covering for said heel mem-
her extending around the sides thereof and se-
cured to the upper and lower surfaces thereof;
means securing said heel member to said insert,
the rearward portions of said platform cover
overlapping and being secured to said covering
for said heel member; and an outsole secured
to the lower surface of said heel member and
sald platform member.

5. In a shoe, the combination of: an upper;
a liner in sald upper having a heel portion and
having a forward portion secured to said upper
with its edge turned downwardly in contact with
the inner surface of said upper adjacent the
lower edge of said upper forwardly of the shank;
& platform member of cushioning material; a
platform cover secured to sald upper with its
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outer surface in contact with the outer surface
of sald upper adjacent the lower edge of sald
upper forwardly of the shank and with its lower
edge turned inwardly upon said platform mem-
ber; a shank member extending from the heel
forwardly of the shank and under said heel por-
tion of said liner, said upper rearwardly of the
shank being lasted to said shank member: a
wedge heel member; a covering for sald heel
member extending around the sides thereof:
means securing said heel member to said shank
member, said cover and sald covering being se-
cured together in overlapping relationship; and
an outsole secured to the lower surface of said
heel member and said-platform member.

6. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: sewing the forward por-
tion of a liner to a fitted upper forwardly of the
shank with the upper surface of said liner con-

tacting the inner surface of sald upper; sewing °

& half platform cover to said upper adjacent
its lower edge and forwardly of the shank with
the outer surface of said cover contacting the
outer surface of said upper; lasting the upper
rearwardly of the shank to an insert projecting
under the forward portion of said liner; leveling
the bottom of sald insert between the lasted edges
of sald upper with a filler; securing the lower
edges of said cover to the lower surface of a
half platform; securing a cover to a wedge heel;
attaching the covered wedge heel to said insert
and the inturned edges of said upper; securing
the ends of said half platform cover to said cov-
ered wedge heel; securing an outsole to the lower
surface of said wedge heel and half platform;
and securing the rearward portion of said liner
to the upper surface of said insert.

7. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: sewing the forward portion
of a liner and a platform cover to an upper
adjacent its lower edge forwardly of the shank,
with the upper surface of the liner contacting
the inner surface of said upper and with the
outer surface of said cover contacting the outer
surface of said upper; lasting the upper rear-
wardly of the shank fo a shank member pro-
Jecting under the forward portion of said liner;

leveling the bottom of said shank member be-.

tween the lasted edges of sald upper with a
filler; securing the lower edges of said cover to
the lower surface of a half platform; attaching
& wedge heel to said shank member and the
inturned edges of said upper; securing the ends
of said half platform cover to said wedge heel;
securing an outsole to the lower surface of said
wedge heel and half platform; and positioning
the rearward portion of said liner above said
shank member,

8. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: securing the forward por-
tion of a liner and a platform cover to an upper
adjacent its lower edge forwardly of the shank,
with the upper surface of the liner contacting
the inner surface of said upper and with the
outer surface of said cover contacting the outer
surface of said upper; lasiing the upper rear-
wardly of the shank to a shank member pro-
Jecting under the forward portion of said liner;
Jeveling the bhottom of said shank member be-
tween the lasted edges of sald upper with a
filler; securing the lower edges of sald cover to
the lower surface of a half platform: securing
& wedge heel to said shank member and the in-
turned edges of said upper; securing the ends

&
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outsole to the lower surface of said wedge heel
and half platform; and positioning the rearward
portion of said liner above sald shank member,

8. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: sewing the forward por-
tion of a liner and a platform cover to an upper
adjacent its lower edge forwardly of the shank,
with the upper surface of the liner contacting
the Inner surface of said upper and with the
outer surface of said cover contacting the outer
surface of said upper; positioning said upper,

- liner, and cover upon a last; lasting the upper

rearwardly of the shank to an insert projecting
under the forward portion of said liner; leveling
the bottom of sald insert between the lasted
edges of said upper with a flller; securing the
lower edges of sald cover to the lower surface of
& platform; securing a cover to a wedge heel;
attaching the covered wedge heel to said insert
and the inturned edges of said upper and said
piatform; securing the ends of said platform
cover to said covered wedge heel; securing an
outsole to the lower surface of said wedge heel
and platform; and securing the rearward por-
tion of said liner above said insert.

10. The method of constructing a shoe, which
Includes the steps of: sewing the forward por-
tion of a liner and a platform cover to an upper
adjacent its lower edge forwardly of the shank,
with the upper surface of the liner contacting
the inner surface of said upper and with the
outer surface of said cover contacting the outer
surface of said upper; positioning said upper,
liner, and cover upon a last; lasting the upper
rearwardly of the shank to an insert projecting
under the forward portion of said liner; leveling
the bottom of sald insert between the lasted edges
of said upper with a filler; securing the lower
edges of sald cover to the lower surface of a
platform; securing & cover to a wedge héel;
attaching the covered wedge heel to said insert
and the inturned edges of said upper and said
platform; securing the ends of sald platform
cover to said covered wedge heel; and securing
an outsole to the lower surface of said wedge heel
and platform.

11. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: sewing a platform cover
and the forward portion of a liner to a fitted
upper adjacent its lower edge with the outer

. surface of said cover contacting the outer sur-
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of said cover to sald wedge heel; securing an 75

face of said upper and the upper surface of said
liner contacting the inner surface of said upper;
positioning sald upper upon a last; lasting said
upper rearwardly of the shank to an insert pro-
Jecting beneath sald liner; securing the lower
edges of said cover to the lower surface of a
platform; securing a wedge heel to said insert and
said platform and said platform cover; and
securing an outsole to sald wedge heel and plat-
form.

12. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: sewing a liner to an upper
with the upper surface of said liner contscting
the inner surface of said upper; sewing a plat-
form cover to said upper with the outer surface
of sald cover contacting the outer surface of
said upper; positioning said upper upon a last;
lasting said upper rearwardly of the shank to
an insert projecting beneath said liner; cement-
ing the lower edges of sald cover to the lower
surface of a platform; securing a wedge heel
to said insert and said platform and said plat-
form cover; and securing an outsole to said
wedge heel and platform. :
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13. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: sewing the forward por-
tion of & liner to a fitted upper forwardly of
thie shank with the upper surface of sald liner
adiscent the inner surfacé of said upper; sew-
fng & half piatform cover to sald upper adjacent
its lower edge and forwardly of the shank with
the outer surface of sald cover adjacent the outer
surface of sald upper; lasting the upper rear-
wardly of the shank to an insert projecting under
the forward portion of said lner, sald lasted
portion of said upper extending forwardly of
the ends of said half platform cover; cement-
ing the lower edges of said cover to the lower
surface of & half platform; securing & heel be-
neath said insert and the inturned edges of said
upper; cementing the ends of said half plat-
sorm cover to sald heel; and cementing an out-

10

15

S5

sole to the lower surface of sald heel and half
platiorm.

14. The method of constructing a shoe, which
includes the steps of: securing the forward por-
tion of a liner and a platform cover to an upper
adjacent its lower edge forwardly of the heel
portion, with the upper surface of the liner adja-
cent the inner surface of said upper and with
the outer surface of said cover adjacent the
outer surface of said upper; lasting the upper
at the heel portion thereof to a shank member
projecting under sald liner; securing the lower
edges of said cover under & half platform; secur-
ing a wedge heel beneath sald shank member
and the inturned edges of sald upper; and se-
curing an outsole beneath sald wedge heel and
said half platform.

OSCAR FERN.



