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4. Claims. (C. 312-223) 
This invention relates to appliances, and more particul 

larly to appliances having controls for determining the 
operation thereof and which further include a built-in 
storage compartment. 

In carrying out my invention in one form thereof, I 
provide an appliance wherein components which co 
operate to perform a useful function on articles are dis 
posed within a cabinet having a substantially flat top 
surface, the surface having an opening formed therein 
for access into the cabinet. A control panel assembly 
is positioned substantially above the top surface, and Sup 
ports manually operable control means for determining 
operation of the components at the will of the operator. 
The panel assembly is supported by back and side ver 
tical walls which extend up from the top Surface behind 
the access opening. A door is so disposed that it co 
operates with the vertical walls to form a storage coin 
partment behind the opening thereby providing effective 
storage utilization of the space between the top Surface 
and the control panel assembly by the same members 
which support the control panel assembly. 

In a preferred embodiment of my invention, the con 
trol panel assembly extends forward slightly from the 
supporting vertical walls, and a lamp is disposed so as 
to shine down from the bottom surface joining the bot 
tom of the panel assembly to the vertical walls. By So 
positioning the panel assembly and the lamp, a substan 
tial amount of light is provided, both for the interior of 
the storage compartment and within the appliance cabi 
net through the access opening. 
The subject matter which I regard as my invention is 

particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the con 
cluding portion of this specification. My invention, how 
ever, both as to organization and method of operation 
together with further objects and advantages thereof, 
may best be understood by reference to the following 
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings. 

In the drawings, FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary side 
elevational view, partly broken away, of an appliance 
(specifically a washing machine) incorporating Iny in 
ventive concept; and 
FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary view in perspective of 

the machine of FIGURE 1. 
Referring now to the figures, there is provided an ap 

pliance, specifically a washing machine in this case, 
wherein an outer cabinet 2 has a top surface 3 formed 
with an access opening 4 closable by a lid 5. Within 
the cabinet there are supported the various conventional 
components which together provide an operative auto 
matic washing machine as is well known in the art. 
While these are not shown in any great detail, since 

their particular structure is not part of my invention, 
they may include a perforated clothes-containing baske 
6 mounted within an imperforate liquid-retaining tub 7. 
Liquid may be provided into the tub and basket through 
a water outlet 8, and the passage of water from this out 
let is controlled by an appropriate valve 9 having elec 
trical control components i0. Within the basket there 
may be provided an appropriate washing mechanism such 
as an agitator it. It will be understood that a suitable 
electrical means, such as a motor and an appropriate 
transmission (not shown), are provided so as to cause 
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washing motion of the agitator it when liquid and clothes 
are provided within basket 6 and tub 7, and so as to 
Spin out the liquid from the clothes by high speed rota 
tion of basket 6. 

Normally, automatic washing machines follow an auto 
matic sequence, first washing the clothes and then spin 
ing wash liquid out of them, then rinsing the clothes, 
and then finally spinning the rinse liquid out. After this, 
such machines normally shut themselves off. In order 
to initiate a desired sequence of operation, such machines 
are conventionally provided with appropriate manual con 
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trols. In this case, the manual control is shown at 12, 
and it will be seen that it is disposed behind the access 
opening 4 and a substantial distance above the top sur 
face 3 for convenience. Manual member 12 may operate 
through a conventional sequence control mechanism 3 
to control the various electrical components of the ma 
chine, including both those which are not shown and 
those which are shown such as the valve control ele 
ments 16. 

In order to support control element 12 and sequence 
control 13 at the desired height above surface 3, pro 
vide side supporting walls 14 and 15 and a rear support 
ing wall 6, all extending upwardly from the flat surface 
3. The control panel assembly 7 is secured in any de 
sired manner on these supports so as to be rigidly se 
cured thereabove. Preferably, as shown, the front of 
the control panel assembly extends forwardly from the 
main portion of the vertical wall so that there is formed 
a bottom surface 18. This bottom surface is formed 
as a transparent glass pane 19 behind which is posi 
tioned a suitable lamp. 26. In the present case, lamp 29 
is of the fluorescent type, extending substantially across 
between walls 4 and 15, although, of course, conven 
tional incandescent lamps could be used equally effec 
tively. 

Pane i9 is supported on part of a supporting member 
2 which extends across between the two walls 4 and 
15 and is secured thereto. Member 21 also cooperates 
with a bottom member 22 to provide guides for a pair 
of sliding doors. 23. Doors 23 are so formed that they 
may be moved to a position where they form an en 
closing compartment 24 with walls 14, 5 and 16. In 
this manner the supporting walls 14, 15 and 16 for the 
control panel provide the additional function of forming 
a storage compartment which is readily and conveniently 
accessible to an operator of machine . In the case of 
a Washing machine, as illustrated, it will readily be seen 
that bleaches, bluing, small boxes of detergents, and the 
like, may very conveniently be stored in compartment 24. 
In addition, it will be seen that the structure provides a 
relationship of parts whereby lamp 20 illuminates the stor 
age compartment when it is opened, and also shines di 
rectly through the access opening 4 of machine 1 so as 
to illuminate the interior thereof. If so desired, an en 
closed channel 24a (FIGURE 2) may be provided for 
the passage of the necessary electrical conductors from 
the control panel 7 to the main part of machine . 
The control panel assembly also includes a member 25 

which is hingedly secured at 26 on the rear wall 16. The 
normal position of member 25 is that shown in solid 
outline in FIGURES 1 and 2, wherein it provides a clo 
Sure for enclosing the sequence control mechanism. in 
order to open member 25 to the position shown in dot 
ted outline in FIGURE 1, it is merely necessary to re 
move the various control knobs which protrude through 
the appropriate openings in member 25. As soon as this 
is done, the sequence control assembly 13 and the lamp 
2b are immediately accessible for servicing. This is par 
ticularly desirable in the case of the lamp 20 since such 
articles often have a normal life shorter than that of the 



3,173,780 
- - 3 

appliance with which they are associated, and need to 
be replaced at various times. 
My invention thus provides an assembly of parts readily 

accessible to a person operating machine 1, while at the 
same time the supporting structure provides storage space, 
and the overall relationship of the parts permits a single 
light source to be used both for the storage space and 
for the interior of the appliance through the access open 
ing. 

While in accordance with the patent statutes I have 
described what at present is considered to be the pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention, it will be obvious to 
those skilled in the art that various changes and modi 
fications may be made therein without departing from 
the invention, and it is therefore aimed in the appending 
claims to cover all such equivalent variations as fall with 
in the true spirit and scope of my invention. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. An appliance comprising: 
(a) a cabinet having a substantially flat top surface 
With an opening formed therein for access into said 
cabinet; 

(b) a plurality of components within said cabinet for 
cooperatively providing a useful function on articles 
placed in said cabinet through said opening; 

(c) manually operable control means for said com 
ponents; 

(d) a control panel assembly substantially above said 
top surface Supporting said control means; 

(e) back and side vertical walls extending up from said 
top surface behind said opening and supporting said 
control panel assembly; 

(f) and a door behind said opening forming a storage 
compartment with said back and side vertical walls 
thereby to provide effective storage utilization of the 
Space between said top surface and said control panel 
assembly. 

2. The appliance defined in claim 1 wherein said con 
trol panel includes an electric lamp positioned to shine 
downwardly thereby to provide light both for said com 
partment and for the interior of said cabinet through said 
access opening. 
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4. 
3. An appliance comprising: 
(a) a cabinet having a substantially flat top surface 
with an opening formed therein for access into said 
cabinet; 

(b) a plurality of components in said cabinet for co 
operatively providing a useful function on articles 
placed in said cabinet through said opening; 

(c) manually operable control means for said com 
ponents; 

(d) a control panel assembly substantially above said 
top surface Supporting said control means; 

(e) back and side vertical walls extending up from 
Said top surface behind said opening and support 
ing said control panel assembly, said control panel 
assembly extending forward from said vertical walls 
and having a bottom surface joining it to the fronts 
of said vertical walls, said bottom surface being 
formed at least in part of transparent material; 

(f) a lamp positioned to shine through said part of 
transparent material thereby to cast light downwardly; 

(g) and a door behind said opening forming a storage 
compartment with said back and side vertical walls 
thereby to provide effective storage utilization of the 
space between said top surface and said control panel 
assembly, said lamp providing illumination both for 
Said compartment and into said access opening. 

4. The apparatus defined and claimed in claim 3 where 
in the top of said control panel is hingedly mounted 
on Said vertical walls and is movable from an operative 
closed position to an open position providing access to 
said light therein. 
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