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United States Patent Office 3,278,019 
Patented Oct. 11, 1966 

3,278,019 
PACKAGE HAVING ALFTING AND 

OPENING TAB 
George F. Martin, Cincinnati, and Armand E. Re, Love 

land, Ohio, assigaors to The Mead Corporation, Dayton, 
Ohio, a corporation of Ohio 

Original application Feb. 23, 1960, Ser. No. 10,387. 
Divided and this application Sept. 16, 1963, Ser. No. 
309,254 

1. Claim. (C. 206-65) 
This application is a division of application Serial No. 

10,387 filed February 23, 1960, now abandoned. 
This invention relates to an improved wrapper for 

packaging reams of paper or the like wherein the wrapper 
has means for readily lifting the packaged article from its 
larger shipping or storing container and for readily open 
ing the package. 

It is well known in the packaging art, and, particularly 
with respect to packaging reams of paper, that each ream 
of paper has an individual wrapper covering the same. 
And subsequently, for transportation, these packages are 
placed in large shipping cartons whereby a plurality of 
packages of paper can be readily shipped or stored. 
When the larger carton containing the individually 

wrapped reams of paper reaches its destination, it is very 
difficult to remove the individual packages from large 
shipping cartons because of the close tolerances between 
the edges of the packages and the side walls of the cartons. 

However, according to the teachings of this invention, 
an improved wrapper for an article or articles is provided 
whereby such wrapped packages can be readily removed 
from their larger shipping carton and be readily opened. 
While the wrapper of this invention is herein referred 

to as being particularly adaptable for wrapping reams of 
paper, it is to be understood that such wrapper may be 
utilized with many other types of articles. 

Generally, a wrapper of this invention includes an elon 
gated tab secured to the inner surface of the wrapper in 
such a manner that an end of the tab projects from an 
end of the wrapper so that when the wrapper is disposed 
around an article, such as a ream of paper, the tab can 
be utilized to lift the package from its larger shipping or 
storing container and to subsequently open said wrapper. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved wrapper for packaging an article 
or articles. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an im 
proved package which can be readily removed from its 
larger shipping or storing container. 

Other objects, uses and advantages of this invention 
will become apparent upon a reading of the following 
specification taken in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part thereof and wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of an improved pack 

age of this invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the wrapper utilized to 

form the package illustrated in FIGURE 1: 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view illustrating the man 

ner of folding the closure flaps of the wrapper illustrated 
in FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the packages of this 

invention disposed in a larger shipping container; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary, perspective view of the 

shipping container illustrated in FIGURE 4 and illus 
trates the manner of initially removing an individual pack 
age therefrom; 
FIGURE 6 is a view similar to FIGURE 5 illustrating 

an individual package being raised from the shipping con 
tainer; 
FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary, perspective view of the 

package illustrated in FIGURE 1 and illustrates the man 
ner of initially opening the same; 
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FIGURE 8 is a perspective view illustrating the method 

of further opening the package; and, 
FIGURE 9 is a fragmentary, perspective view of the 

package illustrated in FIGURE 1 and illustrates the final 
stages of the opening thereof. 

Referring to the drawings, FIGURE 1 illustrates a 
package of this invention, generally indicated by reference 
numeral 10, which includes an outer wrapper 11 cover 
ing the sides of a six-sided object or article and, in the 
embodiment illustrated in the drawings, the wrapper 11 
covers the six sides defined by a stack or ream of flat 
sheets of paper. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 2, wrapper 11 may be formed 

from any suitable material, such as paper and the like, 
and is adapted to be suitably folded, either prior to the 
packaging operation or during the same in any well known 
manner whereby wrapper 11 is adapted to be folded to 
define a side panel 2 and a pair of end panels 13 and 14 
respectively foldably connected at their inner side edges 
to opposed end edges of side panel 12. 
A pair of side panels 15 and 16 are respectively foldably 

connected at inner end edges thereof to outer side edges 
of end panels 3 and 14. Side panels 15 and 16 may 
be of the same size or of different sizes as illustrated in 
FIGURE 2. However, side panels 15 and 16 are so con 
structed and arranged that when the same are folded in 
the manner illustrated in FIGURE 1, the free edges 17 
and 18 of the respective panels 15 and 16 overlap at 19 
to cover an area substantially equal to the area covered 
by first-named side panel 12. 
A pair of series 20 and 21 of closure flaps are respec 

tively foldably connected to outer edges of panels 12-16. 
Each series 20 and 21 of closure flaps includes a flap 22 
foldably connected to side panel 15, a closure flap 23 
foldably connected to end panel 13, a closure flap 24 fold 
ably connected to side panel 12, a closure flap 25 fold 
ably connected to end panel 14, and a closure flap 26 
foldably connected to side panel 16. 

Each closure flap 22 is divided into two foldable sec 
tions 27 and 28 by diagonal fold line 29a. Similarly, each 
closure flap 26 is divided into two foldable sections 29 and 
30 by diagonal fold line 30a. 

Each closure flap 24 is divided into three foldable sec 
tions 31, 32 and 33 by respective diagonal fold lines 34 
and 35. 
A lift and tear tab 36 formed of any suitable material 

is secured to side panel 15 and coextensive closure flaps 
22 in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 2. The elongated 
tab 36 may comprise a tape having adhesive on one sur 
face thereof whereby tab 36 is adhesively secured to 
Wrapper 11 with end 37 thereof projecting beyond one of 
closure flaps 22. 
While the lift and tear tab 36 is illustrated in FIGURE 

2 and other figures of the drawing as being secured to side 
panel 15, it is to be understood that the same may be 
placed at A or B, FIGURE 2, whereby tab 36 would 
be secured to side panel 12 and its coextensive closure 
flaps 24 or to side panel 16 and its coextensive closure 
flaps 26, as desired. 

After tab 36 has been secured to the inside surface of 
wrapper 11 in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 2, the 
Wrapper is disposed around a six-sided rectangular object, 
Such as a stack or ream of flat paper sheets, whereby side 
panel 12 covers a first side thereof, end panels 13 and 14 
respectively cover a second and third side thereof, and 
side panels 15 and 6 cover a fourth side thereof with 
free ends 17 and 18 overlapping in the manner illustrated 
in FIGURE 1 at 9. 
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Each series 21 and 20 of closure flaps is folded in the 

manner illustrated in FIGURE 3 whereby closure flaps 
23 and 25 at each end of wrapper 11 are disposed flat 
against the fifth and sixth sides of the object to be 
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wrapped. By disposing closure flaps 23 and 25 in the 
manner illustrated in FIGURE 3, the respective tri 
angular sections 28, 31 and 33, 29 permit closure flaps 24, 
22 and 26 to be folded over the respective sides of the 
object in a manner whereby a portion 38 of each Series 
20 and 2 of closure flaps is disposed on top of sides 15 
and 16 and secured thereto in any suitable manner, Such 
as by gluing or the like. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 3, end 37 of lift and tear 

tab 36 projects beyond closure flap 26 and also beyond 
closure flap 24 so that when the portion 38 of the respec 
tive series 20 and 21 of closure flaps is folded in the 
manner illustrated in FIGURE 1, the end 37 of tab 36 
projects therebeyond and is free to be readily grasped 
in the manner hereinafter described. 

After a plurality of packages 10 have been formed as 
described, the same are disposed in a large shipping car 
ton or container 39 of any suitable construction having 
opposed pairs of side walls 40, 41 and 42, 43 whereby 
opposed ends 44 and 45 of each package 10 are disposed 
in abutting relation with side walls 41 and 40 of carton 39. 
When it is desired to remove an individual package 10 

from shipping carton 39, a person merely grasps free end 
37 of lift and tear tab 36 and lifts upwardly whereby tab 
36 tears through portion 38 and permits package 10 to 
have one end thereof elevated in the manner illustrated 
in FIGURE 5. Further lifting of end 37 of tear tab 36 
causes the individual package it to be raised at a greater 
angle as illustrated in FIGURE 6 whereby package 10 
can be readily manually grasped to be removed from 
carton 39. 

After package 10 has been removed from container 39, 
the package 10 can be subsequently opened by merely 
pulling downwardly on tab 36, FIGURE 7, to cause the 
tab to tear through closure flap 24. Thereafter, tear tab 
36 is pulled upwardly, FIGURE 8, to tear through closure 
flap 22 and side panel 15 until the tab reaches the other 
end of package 10. Then, tab 36 is pulled downwardly 
to simultaneously tear through closure flaps 24 and 22, 
FIGURE 9, whereby the paper or article can be readily 
removed from wrapper A. 

Since lift and tear tab 36 is secured to the inner Surface 
of side panel 5 in such a manner that same is not dis 
posed at the overlapping portion 19 of side panels 5 
and 16, tear tab 36 only tears through one thickness of 
side panel material. However, when the same is dis 
posed in the position illustrated at B in FIGURE 2, the 
same can tear through the double thicknesses of side 
panel material at the overlapping portion 9 of side 
panels 15 and 16. Further, when tear tab 36 is disposed 
in position A illustrated in FIGURE 2, the tear tab will 
tear through side panel 12. Also, when lift and tear tab 
36 is in position A, tab 36 will simultaneously tear through 
only the overlapping closure flaps 26 at each end of the 
package when pulled in the proper direction. 

Accordingly, there has been provided an improved 
wrapper for packaging whereby means are provided for 
readily lifting a package from a larger shipping container 
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and for subsequently readily permitting opening of the 
wrapper to reach the article contained therein. 

While the foregoing presents a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, it is obvious that other modifica 
tions and/or equivalents may be employed without de 
parting from the scope of the invention, which is defined 
in the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: w 
In combination, a relatively large shipping and storage 

container having opposed pairs of side walls, a plurality 
of individually wrapped packages of paper packed hori 
Zontally disposed in said container in a plurality of rows 
and layers, each package having its opposed ends in tight 
abutting relation with an adjacent container side wall, 
Said package comprising: 

an individual wrapper for each package of paper, 
said wrapper having a centrally located bottom 

covering panel, 
a first pair of panels respectively foldably con 

nected at side edges thereof to side edges of 
said bottom panel, 

said first pair of panels covering the opposite 
sides of said package of paper, 

a Second pair of panels respectively connected at 
edges thereof to the outer lateral edges of said 
side-covering panels, 

said second pair of panels overlapping each 
other adjacent their free edges covering 
the top surface of said package of paper, 

a pair of Series of closure flaps foldably connected 
laterally to each other and respectively endwise 
to opposite ends of said panels, 

said closure flaps being folded over and 
covering the ends of said package of paper, 
and 

an elongated combined lifting and tearing tab 
Secured to an inner surface of one of said panels 
and positioned and adapted to be readily 
grasped to lift one edge of said package of paper 
disposed within said container by a force ap 
plied medially of said edge and to tear said 
Wrapper along said tab to open said wrapper. 
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