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EDWARD J, PAQUE, OF CIN CINNATI, OHIO, ASSIGNOR TO THE POLLAK STEEL COMPANY,
OF CINCINNATI, CHIO, A CORPORATION OF OHIO : o

PROTECTIVE CAP FOR METALLIC FENCE POSTS

Application filed September 8, 1928, -Serial No. 304,775,

This invention relates to metallic fence
posts and especially to a protective cap or
cover for application to the top.of such posts
after they have been driven into the ground.

An object of the invention is to provide
means whereby metallic fence posts especial-
Iy of a T-shaped type are protected against
the effects of the elements and the subsequent
unsightly appearance which results from the
marring or breaking away of paint or
weather proofing coating at the top of the
post when the post is driven into the ground.

Another object is to provide a simple, in-
expensive means for the purpose stated and
one which is easy to apply and which is ca-
pable of rendering the post more attractive,

These and other objects are attained by
the means described herein and disclosed in
the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a fragmental elevation of a T-
shaped fence post having a cap of the inven-
tion applied thereto.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevational view
of a cap of the invention.

Fig. 3 isa top plan view of the device shown
in Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a front elevational view of the
cap of the invention. .

Tetallic fence posts are usually and prefer-
ably coated with some suitable weather re-
sisting paint or coating which is usually in-
tended to be somewhat decorative so that
the resultant fence structure of which they
form a part will not be unsightly. Aluminum
paint is frequently used for the purpose. The
fence posts which are usually T-shaped and
comprise a table portion such as 8, see Fig.
1,and aleg 9, have a suitably sharpened point
on their lower end, not shown. The entire
post after fabrication is usually dipped in or
coated with a suitable paint so as to prevent
rusting. The posts are set up by driving the
sharpened end into the ground with blows
from a hammer or mall directed on the top
10.  The hammer blows on top of the post
will break off the paint on the top of the
post and leave exposed uncovered metal
which subsequently rusts and not only short-
ens the period of usefulness of the post but
causes almost immediate disfiguration of the

-of this invention to

appearance of the post as a whole because the
exposed metal will rust and the rusty water
will run down the various faces of the post
and stain the painted surfaces. In the here-
In discloséd embodiment of the invention a
single sheet of metal is shown in a form pro-
vided for application to a T-shaped fence
post. It will be understood that the mode of
construction may be altered within the scope
provide protective caps
for various other shaped posts, examples of

which are U-shaped and L-shaped fence posts. -

The cap comprises a substantially rectangu-
lar portion 11 which abuts the front face of
the table of the post, flanges 12 extending
from opposite sides thereof to embrace the
edges 13 of the post and which have their end

portions 14 turned toward one another so as to, .

substantially ‘abut the rear faces 15 of the
table of the post and to terminate at the oppo-
site sides of the leg 9. The top 15 of the cap
is continuous with the top edge of the side 11
and is formed into a T-shape which covers the
top end of the post by slotting it at opposite
edges to points 16 and bending down the por-
tions 17 to cover the opposite sides of the leg
9. The caps which
gauge of sheet metal
or otherwise treated to provide a weather
resisting finish whereupon they are ready for
application to fence posts. The mode of ap-
plication of the caps to the posts is obvious,
consisting "merely. of entering the leg 9 be-
tween the portions 17 of the cap and the table
portions in the pocket formed between the
walls 14, 12 and 11. The cap is merely
pressed down over the top of the post until
1t rests thereon. If desired the flanges may
be indented as at 18 to insure good frictional
binding on the fence post. The protective
coating or paint for the cap may be uniform
with the finish of the post or if desired may
be in suitable color contrast therewith,

The cap of any suitable construction may
broadly be said to consist of a top 15 which
extends over the top end of a post and flanges
arranged to frictionally retain the cap . on
the post. The top preferably conforms to the
top cross section as in the herein disclosed
embodiment, but, it will be understood, such

are of a suitably heavy
are then dipped, sprayed
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conformity is of secondary importance to the
- inventiomn.
What is claimed is: v
1. As a new article of manufacture a sheet
5 metal cap, for a T-shaped post comprising a
leg and a table, the cap comprising a portion
adapted to surround the sides and end of the
table and a portion surrounding the sidesand
end of the leg, one of the surrounding por-
10 tions ‘having a depression forming an in-
wardly extending boss to augment frictional
binding thereof on the leg.:
9. In combination with a T-shaped metal-
lic fence post treated to prevent rusting and:
15 adapted to be driven into the ground by re-
peatedly directing blows upon 1ts top, therby
destroying the rust-proofing at said top end,
a protective quickly applied frictionally
held cap having a top of T-shape, and in-
g0 tegral portions extending therefrom for cov-
" ering the damaged end of the fence post and
precluding entry of moisture and subsequent
streaking of the post with rusty water. '
" In testimony whereof, T have hereunto sub-
25 scribed my name this 1st day of September,

1928.
EDWARD J. PAQUE.
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