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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Sowey Hovrzoraw,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
Kansas City, in the county of Wyandotte
and State of Kansas, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Pocket
Cigarette-Cases, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to pocket cigarette
cases and is designed more especially as an
improvement in a similar device for which
D. H. Garnett and myself secured Patent
No. 1140305, May 18, 1915, my special object
being to provide a device for pressing a row
of cigavettes to a position from which they
are successively delivered from the case,
which can be fastened in its advanced posi-
tion for convenience in charging the case
with cigarettes. :

Another object is to provide a guard
which not only holds the cigarettes in line
in the case so that the presser may impart
proper movement to them but which when
disposed in operative position after the case
is loaded automatically releases the presser
so that the latter shall be rendered operative
to perform its pressing function.

Other objects relating more especially to
simplicity, economy and refinements of con-
struction will hereinafter appear and be
pointed out in the appended claims, and in
order that the invention may be fully un-
derstood reference is to be had to the accom-
panying drawing, in which—

Figure 1, is a top plan view of a cigarette

case embodying my invention, the same be-

ing shown with the lid open and with cer- -
tain parts broken away to more clearly dis-

close certain details of construction.

Fig. 2, is an enlarged vertical section ta-
ken on the line ITI—I1I of Fig. 1 with the lid
closed and clearly showing the presser in its
released or operative position.

Iig. 3, is a section on the line ITI—IIT
of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4, is a vertical section taken on the
line IV—IV of Fig. 1.

Fig. 5, is a reduced fragmentary plan

view to show the mounting for the spring
roller for operating the presser.

In the said drawing, a shallow box made
preferably of sheet metal and preferably
curved for fitting more compactly in the
pocket, consists of the bottom 1, and a

hinged 1id 2 adapted to be snapped together
in a common and well known manner and
provided with a thumb piece 3 adapted to
be pressed when it is desired to open the box,
the latter also having an ordinary hinge coil
4 for raising the lid. The cateh and the
hinge coil are not detailed as they may be
of any preferred type and form no movel
part of the invention.

At one side the flanges or walls of the bot-
tom and lid are provided with similar semi-
circular openings 5 and 6 respectively, the
same forming the cigarette ejectment open-
ing. Near the hinged end of the bottom and
adjacent the side walls of the same, is a pair
of upwardly projecting posts 7 and 8, the
former being transversely bifurcated at its
upper end at 9 and provided with a vertical
socket 10, the bottom of the bifurcation out-
ward of the socket sloping upwardly and
outwardly as at 11, for a purpose which
hereinafter appears. In the horizontal

~plane of the bifurcation 9, the other post is

provided with a horizontal socket 12 in its
inner side.

18 is a rod fitting at one end in the socket
12 and provided at its opposite end with a

“crank or down-turned end 14 engaging

socket 10 to prevent the rod from revolving
under conditions hereinafter mentiqned.
The rod fits in the socket 12 with sufficient
play to permit it to be swung upward piv-
otally -until the lower extremity of its
cranked end is in the plane of the inclined
surface 11 when the rod can be moved end-
wise up said incline to free its opposite end
from the socket 12.

Journaled on the rod is a hollow roller 15
and encircling the rod within the roller and
secured at its opposite ends to the roller and
the rod is a spring 16. 17 is a tape or the
like fastened at one end to the roller and
extending forwardly from the underside of

‘the same. When the tape is drawn forward

it tensions the spring so that the latter when
free to do so will revolve the roller and
wind the tape upon it. At the front end of
the tape is a curved plate 18, constituting
a presser and the same is provided with an
elongated opening 19 for convenience in at-
taching it to the tape, and said presser is
provided with a curved hook 20 adapted
preliminary to the loading of the device
with cigarettes, to be fitted into a slotted
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20.
 line of cigarettes as indicated in Fig. 2.
.~ Inclosing the posts and the spring. actu-

=2

catch orloop 21 fastened to or formed upon
the front wall of the bottom 1. ~To hold the
cigarettes down upon the bottom of the case
and upon the tape so that the cigarettes

cannot fall out of the case when the lid'is’
‘opened, and also to prevent a line of ciga-

rettes from buckling upward under -the

_pressure imposed thereon by the presser, a

guard 22 provided with downturned end, is

‘pivoted at one end on the hinge rod of the

case, the other end being adapted to be
sprung into the slotted catch or loop 21

‘whereby it will be retained in position

against accidental-dislodgment, and in en-

“tering said loop or catch the guard will dis-

lodge the hook 20 of the presser from en-

“gagement with ‘said catch or loop and thus

permit. the spring-actuated roller to turn

“and wind the tape thereon until the presser

obtains a grip against the outermost of the

" “ated roller and forming a stop wall or abut-

25

“ment for the cigarettes is an inverted U-
shaped housing 23, the same extending from

side wall to side wall.. The front wall of

B “the housing is disposed in the plane of the
- rear edge of the ejectment opening and flush

35
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__with the rear edge of the transverse slot 24
30

in the bottom 1, and said front wall is also
provided near the top of the housing with

- a slot 25 -and at its lower edge with a slot 26

through which the tape 17 extends. . 27 isa =
- cigarette ejecting plate fitting flatly against
the front wall of the housing and provided .

at its outer end with a forwardly projecting

lip:28- for :successive engagement with the
end of the cigarette most remote from the

ejectment opening. -

of its length through the slot 25 of the hous-

.-ing and 1s bent downward at 29 within the

45.

housing to insure the retention: of the plate
in position in the housing, and to hold the

‘plate normally in and to: withdraw-it to the
" position shown clearly in Figs. 1 and 2, a

retractile spring 30 is attached at its oppo-

‘site ‘ends to the housing and said down-
- wardly bent portion of said plate. To ma-
50°

nipulate the ejectment slide it is provided
with a right angle shaped handle, 31, the

" same extending slidingly through the -slot
- 94 and flatly against the underside of the

55

bottom at which point pressure can be read-

“ily applied upon it to operate it for cigarette

ejectment purposes. -

“To charge the case with cigaréttes the

~presser-is first drawn forward and then the

“hook 20 is engaged with the catch or loop .

60

21. Cigarettes sufficient to lie side by side

‘are-then placed in the case so as to extend
~ transversely thereof as shown, the-outermost

.-¢cigarette being disposed against-the presser
- and the innermost against the housing and

685

slide plate 27. - The guard 22 is then swung

The plate 27 extends for the greater part ‘

1,283,236

downward to the position shown in Fig. 2
so that its front end shall in entering the
catch or loop dislodge the presser and there-
by permit the spring actuated roller to draw
the presser rearward until the cigarettes are

clamped between the presser and the hous-

ing and ejecting slide. The lid is then
closed and the case is ready for use, that is to
say if a cigarette is desired, the operator
without opening the lid applies pressure
with his thumb upon the handle 31 of the
ejectment slide and slides the same toward
the ejectment opening side of the case. As
this occurs the lip 28 of said slide applies
pressure endwise on the adjacent cigarelte
and slides the same part way through the

ejectment opening as indicated by dotted

lines Fig. 1, and upon removing the pressure
from the handle, the spring 30 returns the
ejectment slide to normal position. The op-
erator then grasps the projecting end of the
cigarette and withdraws the same fully from
the case, and as this occurs the spring ac-
tuated roller turns and in winding up addi-
tional tape causes the presser plate to move
the line of cigarettes until the inncrmost
one thereof is brought to bear sidewise
against the housing and ejectment slide
when the case is again ready for use.

. From the above description it will be ap-
parent that T have produced a cigarette case
possessing the features of advantage enu-
merated as desitable and I wish it to be un-

_derstood . that while I have illustrated and

described what now appears to me to be the
preferred form of the device, I reserve the
right to make all changes falling within the
spirit and scope of the appended claims.

I claim: ,

1. A shallow cigarette case, comprising a

inner side of the bottom at the opposite end
of the same from the hinge point of the lid,
a presser for slidable movement within and
on the bottom and provided with a hook
for engagement with said catch, means tend-
ing to cause said presser to press a line of
cigarettes sidewise toward the hinged end

_of the lid, means for limiting such move-

ment when one of said cigarettes is in line
with such ejectment opening, and a guard
within the case and extending over the line
of cigarettes crosswise of the latter, and
hinged at one end to the case and provided
at its other end with a downturned end
adapted for engagement with said catch and
for simultaneously tripping the presser from
engagement- with the latter to leave the
presser free to press the line of cigarettes
sidewise.. -~ :

-2. In a cigarette case, the combination of
a pair of posts, one provided with a horizon-
tal socket in its inner face and the other with
a bifurcation in its upper end, and a vertical
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- bottom having an ejectment opening at one
_side and a hinged 1id, a catch formed onthe
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1,233,236

socket opening into said bifurcation, a rod
journaled at one end in the said horizontal
socket fitting at its other end in said bifur-
cation and provided at such end with a
down-turned portion engaging the vertical
socket communicating with such bifurcation,
2 hollow roller journaled on said rod, and

Copies of this patent may.be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the

8

a spring coiled around said rod and secured
at its opposite ends to the latter and to the
roller.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture.

SIDNEY HOLTZCLAW.

“Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D, C.”
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