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Method and Apparatus for Securing a Flatbed Scanner

Carriage

A system and method (10) for securing a moveable scanner device (20)
within a scanning system (14) comprises a housing (16) having a transparent
platen (18) provided thereon. The scanner device (20) is operatively associated
with the housing (16) and is moveable along a displacement path (24) .A drive
system (26) comprising a drive belt (40) connected to the scanner device (20)
and a tensioning system (44) operatively associated with the drive belt (40)
moves the scanner device (20) along the displacement path (24) .A control
system (28) operatively associated with the drive system (26) actuates the drive
system (26) to move the scanner device (20) to a stowed position along the
displacement path (24) I the location of the stowed position being such that a
force (F) exerted on the scanner device (20) and directed along the
(displacement path (24) is not transmitted to the drive belt tensioning system
(44) .
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