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United States

Patent @ffice.

HARRY HUBBARD EVARTS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

Letters Patent No. 111,830, dated February 14, 1871; antedated February 4, 1871,

JMPROVEMENT IN TRAVELING-TRUNKS.

- ‘The Schedule referred to in these Letters ?atent and making part of the same.

To all whom 1t may concern;

Be it known that I, HARRY HUBBARD Ev. ARTS, of
the city of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Traveling-Trunks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Nature of Invention.

This invention congists in the construction and at-
rangement of the trunk as lereinafter set forth,
whereby the wood-work is firmly dovetailed together,
and bonnd by metallic end pieces, and a suitable bot-

tom is produced, with upright (,nds, which serve as a
wufde and stay to the cover.

General Description.

In the drawing—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the truuk with
the cover thrown open.

Figure 2, alongitudinal vertical section of the trunk-
body.

Tigare 3, a “perspective view of one end of the
same.

Figare 4, a perspectivé view of one end of the re-
movable bottom.

A A represent the sides, and

B B, the ends of the trunk-body; and

A’ A’ B’ B, the corresponding parts of the cover.

These pmts are firmly dovetailed together at the
ends, as shown at @ ¢, fig. 37 and in sach a direction
as to resist strain ont\\md at the ends.

After being dovetailed, each end of the body and
cover is encompassed Dy a metallic end piece or plate,
C .

This is composed of bars b b b b, forming the four
sides, and flanges ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, which pmJect over and lap
onto tle thickness of the wood.

The top flanges of the body-plates and the bottom
flanges of the c-over-plntes cover the thickness of the
edges of the wood, so as to form the abutting surfaces
when the trunk is closed. )

The bottom flanges of the body-plates also project
inward to receive th(, txunk-bottom as will presently
be described.

The metallic plates are firmly secured to the ends
of the trunk by means of screws d d inserted from
the inside through the ends B B, with the heads
countersunk in the wood, as clearly shown in fig. 2.

The above-described construction of the ends of
the trunk constitutes one feature of my invention.

The dovetailing unites the parts much more effect-
ively than nails or screws, while the wmetallic plates
bind them together with flanges overlapping the whole
end.

The serews inserted fromm the inside do not show

from the outside, and present no lmpedlmeub on either
surface.

‘If desired, the corners of the mem]hc plates may
be rounded.

The bottom D of the trunk rests upon- the bot-
tom flanges ¢ ¢ of the metallic plates, as -before de
scribed.

This. bottom may be either made fast or remov-
able, but is shown as removable in the drawing. It
Lias end pieces B E dovetailed into "the bottom, simi-
larly to the body and cover of the trunk, except that
it is in such a direction as to lold in ]me with said
end pleces, as clearly shown in fig. 4.~

These eud pieces of the bottom rest ‘wamst‘. the
ends of the trunk, to which they arg secured by .
screws, thus formmg a double thickness and staying
the bottom ; and thereby I claim a special advantage,
as, by reason” of its double thickness, it guarantees
the end of the trunk, where the greatest strain and
violence comes in haudlmrr and tlansportatlon The
grain also crosses at: 1lnrht angles, which glves addi-
tional strength.

The end pieces B E project up above the trunk-
body a distance equal to the depth of the cover. The
latter, in closing, shuts down just outside the project-
ing ends, which thus serve as guides. They also serve
as stays to hold the cover in place and keep it from

rocking; and, furthermore, they cut off the joint be-

tween the body and cover, and thus prevent the loss
of small articles. They also enable the trunk to be
paeked above the level of the top of the saime before
closing the cover. They also prevent any lateral mo-
tion of the cover, by which the hin"es or lock may be
broken.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, js—

1. The bottom D, resting on the flange C, and
formed with pieces E nnjted theleto, and rising ﬁom
the interior of the trunk; substantially as and for the
purposc described.

. The end pieces I, united to botfom D, and ris-
uw mteunlly from s'ud bottom against the sides of
the tr unk to the top of the lid A subst’mtnlly as and
for the purpose described.

3. The tlanges C, projecting inwardly beyond the
side pieces B, for strengthening the trunk and support-
ing its bottom, snbsmumlly as and for the purpose
deseubed

In witndss whereof I have lereunto signed my
name in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

HARRY HUBBARD EVARTS..

Witnesses:
R. F. Oscoop,
GEeo. W. MiaTr.



