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7"o all thor, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, SAAIUEL C. McKeow N, 

a citizen of the United States, i'esiding at 
East Grange, in the county of Essex and 
tate of New Jersey, have invented certain 

new and useful improvements in Ruler T 
Squai'es, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

device which will serve both as a ruler or a 
T-square, the parts being quickly converted 
from one to the other, or used as a combina 
tion instrument. 

It happens very frequently that one de 
sires to draw lines at right angles with no 
ready means available. This is particularly 
true of students in school. The ordinary 
T-Square is not easily carried in the pocket 
and hence is usually not available. Since 
my device may be quickly separated the 
parts thereof may be placed in one's pocket 
without any inconvenience and when they 
are desired for use the parts may be quickly 
assembled. The usefulliess of my device 
will be more clearly apparent by referring 
to the annexed drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 shows the parts in assembled 
position. 

Fig. 2 is a side view of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is an end view of Fig. 1 but with 

slightly modified form of retaining clip. 
Fig. 4 is an end view of retaining clip 

shown in Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is an end view of my device with 

a modified form of a ruler retaining device. 
Fig. 6 is a plan view of the T-head adapt 

ed for use with the retaining device shown 
in Fig. 5, while 

Fig. 7 shows the use of the retaining de 
vice indicated in Fig. 5 as applied to rulers 
of different width. 

Referring now to the details, wherein like 
numbers refer to corresponding parts in the 
various views, 1 illustrates the ruler or 
straight edge which is adapted to be 
clamped to a T-head or cross piece 2 which 
has a straight side 3 and a plurality of lugs 
4. The lugs 4 are preferably punched from 
the surface of the cross piece 2 and are so 
constructed and arranged on the cross piece 2 
as to be in a straight line at right angles to 
the straight side 3. The cross piece 2 is 
preferably formed from one piece so that 
it has a recessed bottom 5. Carried within 

the 'ecessed bottom 5 is a resilient member 
6 having one end turned upward to engage 
p'eiei'ably the hole 7 punched in the surface 
of the cross piece 2. A slot S is also pref 
el'ably punched in the cross piece 2 and the 
other end of the resilient member 6 is passed 
through the slot 8 and bent at 9 in the form 
of a clip adapted to engage the edge 10 of 
the ruler or straight edge 1. As shown in 
Figs. 3 and 4, the clip 9 is formed in such 
a manner as to operate in the slot 8 without 
getting out of allinement and has a finger 

to receive One end of the resilient mem 
er 6. 
Considering Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, it will 

be seen that the edge 10 of the ruler need 
Only be hooked over the clip 9 and pressure 
applied to the ruler in such a way as to 
carry the clip 9 away from the lugs 4 so that 
the other edge of the ruler or straight edge 
1 may drop into engagement with the lugs 4. 
It will be understood that the resilient mem 
ber 6 is of sufficient tension so as to hold the 
ruler or straight edge 1 firmly against both 
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lugs 4 which, as previously stated, are con 
structed and arranged on the cross piece 2 
so that the edge 12 of the ruler will be held 
substantially at right angles to the straight 
side 3. It will be understood, of course, 
that the clip 9 may be moved back by the 
fingers of the operator and the ruler or 
straight edge 1 slipped in endwise between 
the lugs 4 and the clip 9. As shown in 
Fig. 6, the cross piece 2 has holes 13 with 
slots 14 leading therefrom arranged in dif 
ferent positions for the reception of an ec 
centric knob 15 which has a head 16 adapted 
to pass through the holes 13 and having a 
neck 17 to enter the slots 14. As the knob 
15 is turned different portions of its eccen 
tric surface are adapted to compensate for 
rulers of different widths as will be indi 
cated in Fig. 7. If the knob 15 is not adapt 
ed to engage the ruler or straight edge prop 
erly when in one of the holes 13 it may be 
taken out and moved to another slot where 
by it will engage the ruler or straight edge 1 
in the proper manner to hold it securely in 
position. - 

While I have shown certain ways in which 
my invention may be carried into practice, 
it will be understood that certain changes 
and alterations may be made in the details 

80 

85 

90 

95 

L00 

105 

and I therefore do not wish to be limited to 
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the exact details shown and described herein 
except as limited by the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is:- 
1. In a device of the class described, a 

ruler or straight edge, a cross-piece having; 
a straight side, a flat top portion and a 
recessed bottom, a plurality of lugs punched 
upwardly from said flattop portion in a 
line substantially at right angles to Said 
straight side, a slot in the flat portion in 
front of and between said lugs; a clip car 
ried in said slot and a resilient member po 
sitioned within the recessed bottom and hav 
ing one end fastened to the cross-piece and 
the other to said clip whereby said clip is 
automatically drawn toward said lugs to 
hold the ruler or straight edge substantially 
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at right angles to said straight side as de 
scribed. 

2. In a device of the class described, a ruler or straight edge, a cross-piece having; 
a straight side, a flat top and a recessed bot 
tom, a plurality of lugs fastened to the flat 
top in a line substantially at right angles to 
said straight side, a slot in said top; a flat 
spiral spring positioned in said recessed por 
tion and having one end fastened to the 
cross-piece and the other end terminating 
in a clip projecting through said slot and 
coöperating with said lugs to grip said ruler 
or straight edge to form a T square as de 
scribed. 
In witness whereof, I affix my signature. 

SAMUEL C. McKEOWN. 
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