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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSUIRE 
A portable scene of three dimensional objects, fold 

able to form its own container without dismantling the 
objects. 

-see-saeum 

The invention relates generally to portable scenes and 
more particularly to a scene depicted with fixed three 
dimensional figures that is foldable to form its own con 
tainer. 
The art is replete with folding containers and display 

cases for which props have to be arranged and set out 
for each display and removed when the case is folded. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a set Scene 
with fixed three dimensional objects and foldable to 
form its own portable container. 

For purposes of disclosure a scene of the nativity is 
described and illustrated, but it should be understood that 
any still scene could be depicted. 

Other objects and a fuller understanding of the inven 
tion can be had by referring to the following descrip 
tion, claims and drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the scene folded to form 

its own container, 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the scene partially 

unfolded, and 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the scene fully un 

folded for presentation. 
Referring to FIG. 1 the invention comprises a cubic 

container 10, the components of which Swing outward to 
unfold a scene of fixed three-dimensional objects 12 
which remain fixed to the structure whether open or 
closed. 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the invention more partic 
ularly comprises a horizontal square base 14 and top 15 
separated by four square vertical sides of which two are 
oppositely disposed sides 16 and 18, one is back side 20 
and one front side that is divided vertically into two 
front parts 22 and 24. The back side 20 is rigidly fixed 
by its lower horizontal edge to the base 14 at its rear 
edge to extend vertically upward therefrom. The oppos 
ing side 16 is vertically hinged by an edge to one verti 
cal edge of back side 20, and the opposing side 18 is 
similarly hinged to the other vertical edge of back side 
20. The front part 22 is verticallyl fixed to the vertical 
free edge of opposite side 18, and the front part 24 is 
similarly fixed to the opposite side 16. The top 15 is 
hinged by an edge to the upper horizontal edge of the 
back side 20 to swing over and parallel to the base 14. 
A beading 26 depends from the other three edges of the 
top 15 and is adapted to enclose the upper edges of sides 
16 and 18, and the two front parts 22 and 24 when the 
sides and top are swung inward to hold the formed con 
tainer closed at the top. Complementary catches 28 are 
fixed to the front edge of the base 14 and adjacent the 
lower edges of front parts 22 and 24 that cooperatively 
engage to hold the formed container closed at the bottom. 
Two additional opposing sides 29 and 30, inboard of 

sides 16 and 18, are respectively hinged by a lower edge 
to the parallel side edges of base 14 to swing oppositely 
and outwardly from vertical to horizontal positions. When 
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the scene is folded, the sides 29 and 30 are parallel and 
respectively adjacent to the opposite sides 16 and 18. The 
sides 29 and 30 are pentagonally shaped and each has 
an edge 32 that is contiguous with the front edge of the 
base 14 when in horizontal positions, and flush with the 
respective front parts 22 and 24 when the container 10 
is closed. Angled edges 34 are opposite respective edges 
32 and are angled with the back side 20 when the sides 
29 and 30 are in vertical position. The other two edges 
36 and 38 define angles with edges 34 to conform to 
the angle between each of the opposite sides 16 and 18 
and their corresponding front parts 24 and 22 fixed there 
to when the sides 29, 30 swing downwardly. The oppo 
site sides 16 and 18 and the additional sides 29 and 30 
form respective wings to the base 14 to enlarge the area 
for scenic depiction. 

Three-dimensional objects 12 may be fixed to the base 
14 and the additional sides 29 and 30 as shown in FIGS. 
2 and 3. Before fixing in place the objects 12 should be 
placed on the base 14 and held in place on the additional 
sides 29 and 30 when they are in the vertical position 
to be sure they will not interfere in this position when 
fixed in place. 
To operate from a closed position, the top 15 is swung 

upward releasing the tops of the opposite sides and the 
two front parts of the front side. The bottoms of the 
two front parts are released from the catches 28, and the 
front parts and the attached opposite sides are swung 
outward. The additional sides are swung downward and 
the respective opposite sides and attached front parts 
Swung back to conform with the edges of the additional 
sides. The top may be returned to its closed position or 
swung backward out of sight. The scene can be lighted 
fro many convenient source of electricity and a string 
of small colored Xmas lights. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable three-dimensional fixed scene, foldable to 

form its own container and comprising: a rectangular 
base having a raised front sill; a rectangular back side 
having a raised jamb, and rigidly fixed by a lower edge 
to and normal with the rear edge of said base; two rec 
tangular opposite sides, each hingedly connected by an 
adjacent edge to the oppositely disposed vertical edges of 
said back side, said opposite sides being adapted to swing 
outwardly from closed parallel positions to open posi 
tions; two front parts respectively and rigidly fixed to 
and normal with the respective free vertical edges of 
said opposite sides and adapted for the free vertical edges 
of said front parts to meet parallel with said back side 
when said opposite sides are closed and parallel; two 
quadrilateral sides hingedly connected respectively to the 
respective side edges of said base and adapted to swing 
from closed vertical parallel positions to open oppositely 
disposed horizontal positions congruent with said base; 
a rectangular top hingedly connected by a rear edge to 
said back side jamb, the three free edges having a de 
pending beading fixed normal thereto, said top being 
adapted to swing from a closed position over and par 
allel to said base and with said beading enclosing the 
upper edges of said opposite sides and front parts to 
an open upward position releasing said sides and parts; 
and a plurality of three dimensional figures fixed to said 
base and said quadilateral sides and adapted not to inter 
fere when said quadralateral sides are swung from hori 
zontal open position to closed vertical position, where 
by when said top is swung upward the opposite sides 
and front parts are released from the enclosing beading 
and may be oppositely swung outwardly thereby allow 
ing said quadrilateral sides to Swing downward and ex 
pose the three dimensional scene with said opposite sides 
and front parts as backdrops. 
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2. A portable three-dimensional fixed scene as de- 3,090,144 5/1963 Malamude --------- 40-124.1 
scribed in claim 1 wherein cooperating catches are fixed 3,182,420 5/1965 Bender ...------------- 46-12 
to the sill of said base and the adjacent front parts and 
adapted to engage to hold the container closed. 3,333,358 8/1967 Green et al. ---------- 40-160 
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