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The present invention generally relates to slings and
more particularly to an arm sling adapted to support the
arm of a bedridden patient from an overhead bed swing.

in dealing with various types of injuries and illnesses,
the necessity of elevating or outwardly positioning the
patient’s arm relative to the rest of the body frequently
arises. For example, the swelling of one or both arms, as
well as the upper poriion of the body, which generally ac-
companies breast cancer, requires that the arm be elevated
remote from the body so as to avoid any contact there-
between thus resulting in 2 substantial easing of the
patient’s pain. Accordingly, one of the primary objects of
the present invention is to provide an arm sling capable
of positioning a patient’s arm so as to extend in an elevated
position away from the patient’s body.

Also, in conjunction with the above object, it is an
object of the present invention to provide a sling which
will support the patient’s arm while still allowing for sub-
stantial freedom of movement of the patient.

Further, an object of the present invention resides in the
provision of an arm sling which will encompass the entire
arm.

Additionally, an object of the present invention resides
in the provision of a sling wherein support is provided for
substantially the entire arm.

Also, an object of the present invention resides in the
provision of a soft fleece-like lining so as to cushion the
arm received within the sling.

Likewise, an object of the present invention resides in
the provision of a sling which can be releasably supported
by an overhead bed swing for movement therewith.

Furthermore, it is an object of the present invention to
provide an arm sling which can be easily put on and re-
moved from the arm of a patient.

Another cbject of the present invention resides in the
provision of a relatively simple though highly effective
sling.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like nu-
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view illustrating the manner
in which the sling is to be used to support a bedridden
patient’s arm;

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the sling of the pres-
ent invention;

FIGURE 3 is a bottom view of the sling with the longi-
tudinal edges therecf unsecured, and with a portion broken
away so as to illustrate the manner in which the rear-
wardly extending straps are secured thereto;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged cross sectional view taken
substantially on the plane passing along line 4—4 in
FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 5§ is a cross sectional view taken substantially
on a plane passing along line 5—5 in FIGURE 4;

FIGURE 6 is a cross sectional view taken substantially
on a plane passing along line 6—6 of FIGURE 4; and

FIGURE 7 is a cross sectional view taken substantially
on the plane passing along line 7—7 in FIGURE 5.

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, refer-
ence numeral 16 generally designates the arm sling com-
prising the present invention. This arm sling is to be used
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in conjunction with a conventional overhead bed swing 12
which is normally swingably secured to a bed head frame
14 by means of two opposed clamp members 16 intercon-
nected by a bolt 18 and nut 29.

The sling 19 is formed basically of a strong flexible
piece of material having the longitudinal edges 22 and 24
secured together in a suitable fashion such as by stitching
2% so as to provide an elongated tubular member 28 pref-
erably tapered from an enlarged rear end 3@ to a reduced
forward end 32 so as to enable it to substantially conform
to the shape of an arm which normally increases in size
as the shoulder is approached.

Tn order to secure the sling 1@ to the overhead bed
swing 12 in the desired manner as best illustrated in FIG-
URE 1, a plurality of apertures 34 are provided through
the upper portion of the elongated tubular body 28 for the
reception therethrough of elongated tying straps 36, the
ends 38 of which are to be releasably secured about the
bed swing 12. As will be appreciated, any number of
holes 34 and straps 36 can be provided as required to
provide the desired amount of support.

As best seen in FIGURE 7, grommets 40 can be pro-
vided within each of the apertures 34 so as to provide a
reinforcement therefor. It will be noted that the grom-
mets 48 also extend through an inner lining 42 formed of
a fleece-like material so as to comfortably cushion the
patient’s arm within the tubular portion 28 of the sling 10.

In addition to the straps 36, it is contemplated that a
pair of rearwardly extending straps 44 be secured to the
rearward upper portion of the tubular body portion 28 in
a suitable means such as by stitching 46. The straps 44
are specifically provided so as to enable the free ends 48
thereof to be releasably tied about the bed head frame 14
so as to provide additional support for the sling encom-
passed arm while at the same time tending to prevent
movement of the sling relative to the arm while avoiding
the nscessity of having to tie the strap to the patient which
in many instances greatly increases the discomfort of the
patient.

From the foregoing, it is considered to be readily ap-
parent that a novel arm swing has been defined wherein a
patient’s arm is received within a flexible tubular fleece-
lined member which is provided with a plurality of aper-
tures along the upper side thereof for the reception there-
through of a plurality of elongated straps which in turn
are intended to be releasably tied to an overhead swinging
support. Further, it is contemplated that an additional
pair of rearwardly extending tie members be provided on
the tubular portion so as to enable the securing of the rear
portion of the sling to the head frame of the bed thus
resulting in a highly effective arm support which, in addi-
tion to supporting the arm out of contact with the re-
mainder of the body, alsc enables substantially free move-
ment of both the arm and the body, such as may be re-
quired. Finally, it will be noted that the enlarged rear
opening is arcuately curved from the upper to the lower
portion thereof so as to further increase the comfort of
the device.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of
the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. An arm sling adapted to be used in conjunction with
an elongated substantially horizontal overhead support for
supporting an arm extending in substantially a straight
line from the shoulder of a user of the sling and substan-
tially parallel to the support, said arm sling consisting of
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an elongated generally cylindrical member having a first
end positionable adjacent the shoulder of a user, and a
second end positionable adjacent the wrist of a user, and a
straight arm receiving open-ended passage extending lon-
gitudinally therethrough, said cylindrical member being
formed solely of a flexible material provided with a soft
interior capable of cushioning an arm received therein,
said cylindrical member being flexible throughout the
length thereof, two rows of apertures extending longitu-
dinally along the upper portion of the cylindrical member
in spaced parallel relation to each other, each aperture in
each row being transversely aligned with a corresponding
aperture in the other row thereby providing a series of
pairs of apertures, = plurality of elongated tie straps, each
strap having the central portion thereof extending be-
tween the apertures of one of said pairs within the in-
terior of the cylindrical member, the opposite ends of the
strap extending outwardly through and beyond the aper-
tures for engagement with the overhead support and a
pair of tie straps secured solely to the upper part of the
first end of said cylindrical member and extending rear-
wardly thereof for attachment to a suitable support so as
to limit longitudinal movement of the member relative to
an arm supported therein.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said first end is sub-
stantially larger than said second end, said arm receivirig
passage tapering from the first end to the second end.
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