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1 :
“'The:present:invention:relates to:improvements
dn-necktie-clasps:and more:particularly-to neck-
e clasps-adapted to. clampingly-engage portions
s0fra-shirtifront-and:necktie:at two:ormore-poirts
20f :unequal ithickness.

“Heretofore, the priorart ‘has concerned itself
wwith-xarious -arrangements for :¢clampingly -en-
sgaging - portions -of :a «shirt “front -and necktie
-ywhich :are of ;unequsl :;thickness =t two-or more

spoints, the pressure.exerted:at-each:of :the points 10

“being :a -variable ;portion .of ‘the -entire :exertive
farce .in some instances wor-:ssubstantially -equal
:portions:of -the :entire :exertive force:in other:in-
sstances. “Examples -of -these types :of ~necktie
:clasps are:shown in:the patents to.Mix, 1,973,009,

patented ‘September 11, :1934; .Silverman;:2,300,~

1068, patented.Octoher:27, 1942 and: Rogers 72,168,
946, patented August 8, 1939. :

These:prior-art devices have the disadvantage
«of -nof -being wable 1o -clamp -points of unequal
thicknesses of material together with bredeter-
smined -substantially -constant : clampmg ‘pressure
sateach -point.

“The -edge :of -a -shirt ‘band -ar- the button edge
with the: portions:of- thetie superimposed-thereon .
“Pprovide wvarying -thicknesses -of :material -along:a
Jdine transversely -of ‘the tie. ' It :is desirable that
sthe :pressure exerted -on the thicker portionsbe
greater than at the point of .reduced -thickness.

It s :also «desirable that-the imeans for: exerting
spressure -at the peints of warying thickness “be

-actuatable by :manual operation -of a single -ele-
ment rather -than by .a .pair -of -individual -ele-
anents :operable ﬁxcluswely of each-other. It-is

:still ‘further «desirable :that the necktie clasp be
.of .compact form inview:of the use to-whieh-it'is ©

10 ‘be ;put.
AJn.view .of -the foregoing, it issa: pnmarynbject
.of -fhe -present .invention -to -provide :a ‘necktie

«lasp ;possessive of the.desirable features of :con-
sstruction-and function as hereinabove :set forth. ~

JAfurther object of the ;present. invention ‘is:to
provide -a necktie .clasp having :means wherehy
‘the ‘pressure exerted .ab points.of unequal thick-

:ness ‘be of predetermined .magnitude -and sub-

:Stantially .constant.

It is -another .object .of the present Anvention
1o provide a necktie. «clasp wherein the means are
such as fo exert greater pressure .upon the

“thicker -portions than .at the points of  lesser -

“4hickrmess. ) ,

‘Tt+is -still -another -object of -the present inven-
tion to provide-an-arrangement -of necktie clasp
=lemerits -such ‘that ‘the pair -of -elemerits-provid-
dng -the :meansfor-exerting -pressure -at ‘points of
unegual thickness are of such Torm -as ‘to “he

:2 Claims.
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--:n-es’teil sone=within the sothrer sin ;order: that sthe
~overdll:necktie-clasp:will:be:of .compact form.
sAnother «chject«of ithe - present :invention is:to

~sprovide “individual :meansfor :resiliently urging
0 each of the-pgirof €lements for-effecting :pres-
suresat . points -af unequal:thickness-antd wherein

“the umeans «comprise -a pair -of -springs..each of
which isvengagedbleragainst-one:of the:elements
for effecting -clamping :‘movement :thereof.
sArfurther-object .of ithe ‘present ‘invention re-
wsides in:the rprovision :ofa :pair :of :clasping :€le-
‘ments -pivotdlly : mounted »gbout :a--commen :axis,
one being nested withinithe jother-and:substan-
-tially -concealed thereby :and having :an:enlarged

15 flattenethead-engagedble with the other-element

-when:movedin:afirst direction:so :that pivoting
soperation <of ‘the :other :element first -effects re-
Jlease-of the -clamping action .o that -dther :ele-
:ment sand thenengagement with -the first -¢le-

20 :ment Tor-efecting release of «that first ¢lement

“From :its -¢lamping mction.
‘Various -other-objects and advantages will :lie-
sconre-apparerit from ithe :detailed -description to

“follow.

The ibest  form :in :which I have ‘contemplated
applying :my iinvention s ¢learly illustrated tin
“the :accompanying -drawings swherein:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational :view :of the :necktie
selasp:showing ‘thefinger-operated :¢lasp: element
pivoted “to wengagement with the Jlever -mested
‘therewithin so:that the-twoclasping levers:are
rout 0f clasping wngagement with the portions:of
fhe:shirtfront:and necktie;

Fig. 2 s anexploded ;perspective “view sshow~
iing -the sseveral :elements ~which comprise :the
necktie clasp :of -the ‘present:invention;

Fig.. 3 s ra shorizontal Jongitudinal :sectional
wiew ‘taken:substantially-dlong the plane :of line
B—3.0f Fig. 1;:and

Fig.#4is-anrenlarged-view of Fig. 3, parts.being
“broken away.

Referring ‘more -particularly ito the ‘drawings
wherein Hlike :numersls :designate . like ‘parts
throughout, the numeral 2 designates :generally
‘the neckiie clasp of ‘the present:invention-which
is .comprised:of the:front:bar &4, first lever 6, sec-
-ond dever:8, first; spring -10; second spring :£2- and
-pin 14.

The bar 4.is formed.of .an elongated frat: strap
-0f metal having .an end portion 16 .hent back-
-wardly upon itself to.a pesition in.spaced paral-
“lelism with the main portion.of the bar.4. The
end ‘portion 18 provides a supporting arm hav-
‘ing -a pair -of 'ears "I'8 and 20 perpendicularly ex-
‘tending therefrom, ‘the ears ‘18 and 20 being in

55 paraiel relationship-and disposed at opposite side
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edges 22 and 24 of the supporting arm 6. The
ears 18 and 20 are each formed with a bearing
aperture 26, 28, the pair of apertures 26 and 28
being axially aligned for reception of the pin i4
therethrough as will be understood more fully
hereinafter.

The first lever 6 is formed from a thin flat
metallic’ piece and’ is" of substantially -channel
shape ‘having g ‘pair of side walls 30-and 32 and
a top wall 34 joining the side walls. Each of

these side walls 30 and 32 is comprised of ia.>:

clasping section 35, 36, an intermediate pivoting. ..
section 38, 40 and an operating end section 42, 44.
The clasping sections 35 and 36 are formed, with .
arcuate edges 45 and 48 which are adapted to

engage against material for clasping the same-fo -
the bar 4 in the assembled necktie. clasp. The .

intermediate sections 38 and 40 of the side walls

80 and 32 are in substantially parallel relation-

ship and have aligned openings 59 and 52 formed
- thereint through which the-pin: {4 can be extended.
The operating-end sections 42-and 44 are:in close
. substantially ‘parallel relationship to-each-other
- and terminate -at their-free ends in a-flat en-
- larged -head - 54 ‘of -substantially- circular cross-
-sectional form. As seen best in Fig: 1, the wall
: 34 joining- the side walls 30 and 32-of the first
lever-6:is of arcuate form at 58 with-the clasping
section. of the wall 34 being substantially flat at

58 in order that-the overall configuration of the

-first lever: is' such that the same can be nested
_ within the second lever § in a manmner to be de-
- scnbed in-detail hereinafter.

“The first spring 10 is formed of a smgle elon-
gated resilient wire having a pair of legs 60 and-
» 82 and a coiled intermeédiate portion at 64 join-

-ing the legs 6¢ and 62 and maintaihing the same

-is preselected anguldr relationship. The second
-spring 12 is somewhat similar.to the first spring
“{0: It may be generally described as comprising
a pair of spring elemernts 66 and 68 joined-by
- the bight portion. 70.- Each of the spring ele-

“ments 66 and 68 is comprised of a pair of legs
12, T4 and 176, 18, each pair of legs being joined

" by & coiled intermediate portion as at 88 and 82.
. The legs T4 and 18 of each of ‘the spring ele-
ments 86 and 68 are joined by the bight portlon
70 to form a singleintegial spring.

-The- second lever 8 is formed from the same
“material from which the first lever 6 is formed,
.and is also of substantially channel shape haying
" side walls 84 and 86 joined by the upper wall 88.
The side walls 84 and 86 are maintained in sub-

-stantially parallel relationship and have common
-€dge portions thiereof serrated as at 90 and 92
for clasping engagement with material.
‘walls 84 and 86 are formed with axially aligned
opehings at 94 and 96 for engagement of the pin
14 therethrough. The upper wall 88 is arcuated

~at 98 and i$ substantially flat 4t 180 at the por-

tion of the lever over the serrated edges 88 and
92, - The arcuated portion 88 of the upper wall
~88 is fornmied with grooves l02 to prov1de a ﬁnger-
grlppmg surface.

- Looking once ‘again at Fig. 1; it w111 be seen
-that withthe first levetr 6 nested within the sec-
‘ond’lever 8, and the openings 50, 52 aligned with
the openings 94, 96, the enlarged flattened head
54 of the first’ lever underlies the operatmg end
of the second lever 8 with the upper surface 55
“of the enla,rged head 54 adapted to engage the end
edge 89 of the wall 88 or, if desired, the upper
surface of the enlarged head can be such. as to
be. engageable ‘with the edges 85 and 87 of. the
.Side. walls. 84 and 86.

The side’ £99.

4

the arcuate upper wall portion 56 of the first
lever 6 is in spaced relation to the arcuate wall
portion 88 of the second lever with the clasping
sections 34 and 38 of the first lever terminating
5 short of the clasping end section of the second

lever having the serrations 90, 92.
In assembhng the nectkie clasp of the present
“inyention, the first sprmg 10 s niested within
“-the' first* lever 6 ‘with the leg 60~ “theréof disposed
10 between the side walls 38 and 40 and engaging
. the inside surface of the wall 34 at the arcuate
- portion 5% thereof. The loop of the coil 64 of
" the first spring is aligned with the openings 50
and 52 -of. the first.-lever. The second spring (2
15 s dlsposed over the first lever 6 with the bight
portion T80 ehgaged against the upper surface of
the arcuate portion of the wall 34, that is, on
the sxde of the wall 34 opposite to that against
“which the leg 60 of the first spring is engaged.
20 The loops of the coils 66 and 68 are disposed with-
sout the intermediate sections 38 and 40-of the
~ﬁrst: lever:and are aligned with the:openings 50
-and 52 of the first lever. : Next, the second lever
-8 is engaged over the assembly:of the first lever

“25 and the first and second springs with the open-

ings 94 and 96 aligned. with the loops of the

springs and the openings 58 and 52 of the first

~lever and the enlarged head 54 disposed adjacent

to -the edges 85 and 81 of the second lever. . The

30 .enitire assembly of the first:and second levers and

springs is disposed on ‘the supporting arm 18 of

" the bar 4 with the legs 62, 12 and 76.of the springs

-engaged against the flat -upper: surface of the

-supporting ‘arm 16 with - the aligned openings

35 ‘through the assembly in alignment with the bear-

-ing gpertures 26 and 28.with the.ears 18 and 20.

~The pin 14 May then. 'be engaged through the

aligned openings and“the ends I3 ‘and 15 of the

" pin may be peened over or otherwise worked in

40’ order to plevent the removal therefrom, seen best
1n Fig: 4,

- The relatwe posmomng of the several elements
of the tie clasp of the present mventmn is hest
‘shown in Figs. 3'and 4. In: F1g '3, it will be noted
that the flat erilarged head 54 of the’ ﬁrst lever
‘is engaged against the end edge 88 of the second
lever, although if desired, the enlarged head could
be of such form as to engage the edges 85 and
. 87 of the second lever.

" Looking once again at Fig, 1, it will be seen that
“the necktie clasp is in posmon for clamping a
necktie to a shirt front. The numeral {04 refers
to the shirt front folded at 106 to provide a ‘dou-
“bled portion 108 stitched together at {10. The
= Tumeral {14 designates the front piece of a neck-
tie while the numeral {16 designates the narrow
rear portion of the necktie. The front and rear
portions of the necktie ‘114 and 116 and the shirt
“front 04 are shown in’their usual relatlonshlp
60 It will thus be seen that along a line transversely
-of the necktie - IM the material to be clasped
will be of varying thickness. In order to clasp
the varying fhicknesses of matenal the necktie
-¢lasp of the present mventmn is first operated
-~ by depressing the second lever 8 by engagement
“ of a finger against the ﬁnger-engavmg portion
thereof opeération of the second lever being ac~
co*npamed by opera,tmn of the first lever as well.
The necktie clasp is then engaged in the position
70 shown in Pig. 1 with the bar 4 in front of -the
necktie 114 and the supporting arm 6 and-levers
disposed-behind the shirt front 104: -

Upon release of the second lever, the resilient

actlon of the-springs 19 and {2 will be such as to

It will-also be seen that' 78 individually urge the first and second levers to
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their clasping positions. The movement of the
two levers will at first be simultaneous with the
enlarged head 54 of the first lever engaged against
the second lever. The clasping edges 46 and
48 of the first lever will engage the thickened
portion of the necktie and shirt front and clasp
the same to the bar 4, the pressure of the clasp-
ing action being dependent solely upon the spring
10. The second lever will continue to pivot as
a result of the action of the second spring until
the serrated edges 90 and 52 are engaged against
the shirt front and necktie for clasping the same
to the front bar 4. It will, of course, be seen

- that the portions against which the second lever
engages are of less thickness than the portion
against which the first lever is engaged. Thus
the second lever will pivot to a further extent
and the pressure exerted by the second lever will
be solely dependent upon the tension of the sec-
ond spring t2. In this manner, the pressures
exerted by the clasping portions of the levers at
the points of varying thickness can be preselected,
it ordinarily being desirable to have a greater
pressure acting against the thicker portions for
effective clasping.

In view of the foregoing description, it will be
seen that a necktie clasp has been provided which
is of compact form and wherein individual clasp-
‘ing levers are provided for exerting pressure at
points of varying thickness and wherein the
clasping levers are movable about a common axis
and wherein one of the levers is adapted to effect
pivoting of the other lever to and from its clasp-
ing position. Thus a necktie clasp has been pro-
vided which is believed to attain all of the objects
hereinbefore set forth.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what is
claimed is:

1. A clasp for neckties comprising an elongated
bar having one end thereof bent backwardly upon
itself to provide a supporting arm, a pair of levers
pivotally carried by said supporting arm, one of
said levers being shorter than the other lever and
having clamping engagement with one portion of
g shirt front and necktie, the second longer lever
being clampingly engageable with another portion
of the shirt front and necktie, said first and sec-
ond levers being of channel shape with the first
lever nested within the second lever, g first spring
having a first leg engaged within the channel of

10

6 ,

said first lever and a second leg engaging said
supporting arm for resiliently urging said first
lever to its clamping position, and a second spring
straddling said first lever and having a first pair
of legs engaged within the channel of said second
lever on opposite sides of said first lever, and said
second spring having a second pair of legs en-
gaging said supporting arm for resiliently urging
said second lever to its clamping position.

2. A clasp for neckties comprising an elongated
bar having one end thereof bent backwardly upon
itself to provide a supporting arm, a pair of levers
vivotally earried by said supporting arm about

© a common pivotal axis, one of said levers being

15

20

25

30

35

40
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shorter than the other lever and of channe] shape
with one end thereof providing a pair of spaced
clamping sections for clamping engagement with
one portion of a shirt front and necktie, the sec-
ond longer-lever heing of channel shape and en-
gageable with ancther portion of the shirt front
and necktie and having said first lever nested
therein, said second lever having an interme-
diate portion thereof at the pivotal axis of re-
duced width relative to the width of said clamp-
ing sections, a first spring having a first leg en-
gaged within the intermediate, reduced width por-
tion thereof and a second leg engaging said sup-
porting arm for resiliently urging said first lever
to its clamping position, and a second spring
straddling said flrst lever at the reduced width
portion and having a first pair of legs engaged

‘within the channel of said second lever on op-

posite sides of said first lever, and said second
spring. having a second pair of legs engaging
said supporting arm for resiliently urging sald

i second lever to its clamping position.

WILLIAM H. MEEKER.,
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