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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH WILLMANN, OF SOLMS, TEXAS.

CORN-HUSKER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 573,561, dated December 22, 1896.
Application filed June 16,1896, Serial No. 595,815. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPE WILLMANN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Solms,
in the county of Comal and State of Texas,
haveinvented a newand useful Corn-Husker,
of which the following is a specifieation.

Thisinvention relates tocorn-huskers; and
the object in view is to provide a simple, in-
expensive, and convenient hand-operated ma-
chine employing an oscillating knife or cut-
ter for severing the stalk or stem and at the
same time clamping the shucks, so that the
ear, when turned, will effect the bursting
open of the shucks, thus permitting the ready
removal of the ear.

Other objects and advaniages of the inven-
tion will appear in the course of the ensuing
description.

The invention consists in a corn-shucker
embodying certain novel features and details
of constructionand arrangement of parts, as
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the
drawings, and pointed outin the claimshereto
appended.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the device in operation.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, show-
ing also the closed position of the knife in
dotted lines. Tig. 3is a detailsectional view.

Similarnumerals of reference designatecor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings. ‘

Referring fo the accompanying drawings,
1 designates asuitable box or open-top recep-
tacle upon which the shucker is mounted.

. The shucker is mounted just over the open
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box or receptacle, so that the ears of corn as
they are cut may be dropped into the same.

The shucker consists of two posts or stand-
ards 2 and 3 of different heights, the shorter
post 2 having one end of the vibratory knife-
bar 4 pivotally connected thereto and the
longer post being made double or provided
with a vertical slot or way 5, in which the
free or swinging end of the knife-bar moves,
the post 3 thus serving as a guide for the
Iknife-bhar.

The knife-bar 4 carries the knife or cutter
G, the latter having a rounded or convex cut-
ting edge, and between the knife-barand the
box or receptacle upon which the shucker is

mounted is interposed a coiled spring 7, hav-
ing its upper end in engagement with the
knife-bar and its lower end disposed around
a short vertical post 8, projecting upward
from the box or receptacle and forminga seat
for the spring. This spring serves to restore
the knife-bar to its uppermost position after
making a cut.

9 designates the operating-lever, which is

fulerumed in the upper end of the post 3 and

connected by means of a link 10 to the knife-
bar 4 at a short distance from the fulerum of
the lever, such distance being regulated by
the power which it is desired toimpart to the
machine. The lever 9 is given a right-angu-
lar bend or offset 11 intermediate its ends,
the effect of which is to establish a shoulder
or stop-surface 12, which, as the lever is de-
pressed, strikes against the upper surface or
edge of the knife-bar 4 and stops the knife
or cutter 6 just before it reaches the bar or
beam 13, upon which the shucker is mounted,
thus preventing the knife from cutting en-
tirely through the shucks. The downward
movement of the knife-bar may also be lim-
ited by the post 8, which may be extended
sufficiently high to prevent the knife 6 from
reaching the bar or beam 13. '

14 indicates an oblique or diagonal brace
which is interposed between the upper end of
the post 3 and the beam 13 or the box or re-
ceptacle upon which the shucker is mounted.

In operation the attendant takes an ear of
corn in the left hand and holds the butt-end
thereof directly under the knife, after which
with the right hand he élepresses the lever 9.
The knife in descending cuts off the stalk
from the ear, but the knife, being limited in
its movement, is prevented from passing en-
tirely through the shucks, and thus the latter
are clamped and held stationary. By now
turning the ear with the left hand the shucks
are caused to burst open, The ear is released
and drops into the box or receptacle under
the shucker, and the lever 9 being released
it is returned to its initial point of movement
by means of the spring 7. This releases the
husks, which may be disposed of in any con-
venient manner.

The machine above described is very sim-
ple in construction, inexpensive in manufac-
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ture, and enables one man to do the work of
four or more.

It will be understood that the device is sus-
ceptible of changes in the form, proportion,
and minor details of construction, which may

accordingly be resorted to without departing

from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of this invention.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. Inacorn-husker, the combination with a
suitable base, of a pivoted knife-bar, a knife
mounted thereon, an operating-lever for said
knife, and a pivotal link connecting said le-
ver and knife-bar, said lever being offset in-
termediate its ends and forming a shoulder
adapted to coact with the knife-bar for limit-
ing the movement of said knife and stopping
the same before it has passed entirely through
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‘the husk, substantially as and for the pur-

pose described. ) )

2. The combination with a suitable base, of
a pivoted knife-bar, a knife mounted thereon,
a slotted post for guiding the free end of the
knife-bar, an operating-lever for the knife,
and a link interposed between said lever and
the knife-bar, said lever being provided in-
termediate its ends with an offset or shoulder
adapted to strike against the knife-bar for
limiting the movement of the knife, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH WILLMANN.

Witnesses:

PET. J. LENZEN,
R. BODEMANN, Jr.
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