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(57) Abstract: A means for automatically
and quickly detecting the abnormal
condition of a production device and giving
an alarm to thereby prevent a defective
product from being made. A method of
monitoring a defect occurring condition in
a thin film device producing process for

forming tin film devices by sequentially
processing a substrate. Thin film devices
processed in a specified processing process
in a thin film device producing process

are inspected to obtain the distribution
information on defects on thin film devices
occurred due to processing in the specified

processing process. With  attentional
areas on thin film devices determined

from the defect distribution information,
thin film devices sequentially processed
in the specified processing process for
thin film devices are inspected to monitor
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the time-wise transition of the number of
defects occurred in the above attentional
areas due to processing in the specified
processing process. When the number of
defects occurred in attentional areas exceed
a specified quantity, an alarm is issued.
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