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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PETER PEZZENE, OF CORAOPOLIS, PENNSYLVANIA. 

EAN ATACHIVENT FOR, ROCKING-CHAIRS. 

959,384. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented May 24, 1910. 
Application filed February 24, 1910. Serial No. 545,587. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, PETER PEZZENE, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, resid 
ing at Coraopolis, in the county of Alle 
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Fan Attachments for Rocking 
Chairs, of which the following is a speci 
fication, reference being had therein to the accompanying drawing. 
This invention relates to fan attachments 

for rocking chairs, and more particularly 
to an attachment adapted to be used in con 
nection with a rocker having a stationary 
base or foundation. 
The object of my invention is to pro 

vide the base or foundation of a rocker 
with a novel mechanism adapted by 
the OScillatory movement of the rocker 
to impart a rotary movement to a fan, the 
fan being positioned whereby it will be in 
proximity to a person using the rocking 
chair. I attain the above object by provid 
ing a double acting ratchet mechanism 
adapted to continuously rotate a shaft when 
the ratchet mechanism is actuated by the 
OScillatory movement of rockers, and in con 
nection with the rockers there is a device for 
throwing the ratchet mechanism in and out 
of operation, thereby permitting the occu 
pant of a rocking chair equipped with my 
proved fan to control the operation of the 
al. 

My invention will be hereinafter de 
scribed in detail and then claimed, and ref 
erence will now be had to the drawing form 
ing a part of this specification, wherein 
there is illustrated a preferred embodiment 
of the invention, but it is to be understood 
that the structural elements thereof can be 
varied or changed, as to the size, shape, and 
manner of assemblage, without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a front ele 
vation of the fan attachment. Fig. 2 is a 
side elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a hori 
zontal sectional view of the base or foun 
dation of a rocking chair, and Fig. 4 is an 
enlarged side elevation of one of the rockers 
and a part of the ratchet mechanism. 
In the accompanying drawings the refer 

ence numeral 1 denotes a base plate Support 
ed by suitable legs 2 and mounted upon the 
base plate 1 at the longitudinal edges there 
of are rails 3. These rails intermediate the 
ends thereof are provided with slots 4 

adapted to receive the depending guide 
flanges 5 of rockers 6, said rockers being 
provided with legs 7 adapted to support the 
seat 8, back 9, and arms 10, constituting 
a chair adapted to be rocked upon the base 
or foundation comprising the elements 1 to 
3 inclusive. 
The base plate 1 is provided with bear 

ings 11 and 12 and journaled in said bearings 
are shafts 13 and 14. Mounted upon the 
shafts 13 and 14 adjacent to the bearings 11 
are gear wheels 15 adapted to mesh with one 
another, and mounted upon the shafts 13 
and 14 adjacent to the bearings 12 are large 
ratchet wheels 16 and 17, the teeth of the 
ratchet wheel 17 being the reverse of the 
teeth of the ratchet wheel 16. 
plate 1 is slotted, as at 18, to provide clear 
ance for these ratchet wheels. The base 
plate 1 adjacent to the ratchet wheel 16 is 
provided with additional bearings 19 and 
20, the former being supported by a bracket 
21 secured to the side of the base plate 1. 
Journaled in the bearings 19 and 20 is a 
shaft 22 and mounted upon said shaft be 
tween the bearings 19 and 20 is a gear wheel 
23 adapted to mesh with a large gear wheel 
24 mounted upon the protruding end of the 
shaft 13. The outer end of the shaft 22 is 
provided with a beveled gear wheel 25 
adapted to mesh with a beveled gear wheel 
26 mounted upon the shaft 27, journaled in 
brackets 28 and 29 carried by the side rail 
3. The upper end of the shaft 27 is pro 
vided with a socket 30 and detachably 
mounted in said socket by a set screw 31 
or other fastening means is a vertical rod 
32 having the upper end thereof provided 
with a fan 33. 
The rockers 6 support transverse rods 34 

and pivotally mounted upon said rods ad 
jacent to the rockers 6 are gravity pawls 
35 and 36 adapted to engage the ratchet 
wheels 16 and 17. 
The rocker 6 at the right-hand side of the 

chair is provided with a bearing 37 for a 
rock-shaft 38 having one end thereof pro 
vided with a crank 39 and the opposite end 
thereof with a depending arm 40 adapted to 
engage the gravity pawl 35. The crank 39 
is provided with a handle 41 and pivotally 
connected to said crank, as at 42, is a reach 
rod 43 having the opposite end thereof 
bent, as at 44, to engage the upper edge of 
the rocker 6 and then bent, as at 45, to form 
an arm adapted to engage the gravity pawl 
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36. The upper edge of the rocker 6 is pro 
vided with a strap 46 to limit the movement 
of the reach-rod 43. The handle 41 can be 
easily manipulated by the occupant of the 
chair to throw the gravity pawls 35 and 36 
out of engagement with the ratchet wheels 
16 and 17, whereby the rocker can be oscil 
lated without rotating the shafts 13 and 14, 
consequently the fan will remain inactive 
until the pawls 35 and 36 are again placed 
in engagement with the ratchet wheels 16 
and 17. 

It is thought that the operation of the fan 
attachment will be fully understood with 
out further description, and I reserve the 
right to use various types of fans upon the 
rod 32 and to make the fan actuating mech 
anism of such a size that it can be attached 
to the present type of rockers having a sta 
tionary base or foundation. 
What I claim, is: 
1. In a fan attachment for rocking chairs, 

a base, a rocking chair movably supported 
by said base, a revoluble shaft supported by 
said base, a fan attached to said shaft, and 
a ratchet mechanism adapted to impart a 
rotary movement to said shaft by an os 
cillatory movement of said rocking chair, 
said mechanism including ratchet wheels, 
gearing adapted to transmit power to Said 
shaft from said ratchet wheels, and alter 
nately operating gravity pawls carried by 
said rocking chair and adapted to actuate 
said ratchet wheels. 

2. In a fan attachment for rocking chairs, 
a base, a rocking chair movably Supported 
by said base, a revoluble shaft supported by 
said base, a fan attached to said shaft, and 
a ratchet mechanism adapted to imparta, 
rotary movement to said shaft by an oscil 
latory movement of said rocking chair, said 
mechanism including ratchet Wheels, gear 
ing adapted to transmit power to said shaft 
from said ratchet wheels and alternately 
operating gravity pawls carried by said 
rocking chair and adapted to actuate said 
ratchet wheels, and means carried by said 
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rocking chair and adapted to control the operation of said gravity pawls. 
3. In a fan attachment for rocking chairs, 

a base, rails carried by said base, rockers 
movably mounted upon said rails and 
adapted to support a chair, depending guide 
flanges carried by said rockers and adapt 
ed to engage in said rails, a revoluble ver 
tical shaft supported by said base, a rod de 
tachably connected to the upper end of 
said shaft, a fan supported by said rod, a 
ratchet mechanism adapted to impart a ro 
tary movement to said shaft from an os 
cillatory movement of said rockers, said 
mechanism including ratchet wheels, and 
gearing carried by the base and adapted to 
transmit a rotary movement to said shaft 
from said ratchet wheels, and gravity pawls 
supported by said rockers and adapted to 
engage Said ratchet wheels. 

4. In a fan attachment for rocking chairs, 
a base, rails carried by said base, rockers 
movably mounted upon said rails and 
adapted to support a chair, depending guide 
flanges carried by said rockers and adapt 
ed to engage in said rails, a revoluble ver 
tical shaft supported by said base, a rod de 
tachably connected to the upper end of said 
shaft, a fan supported by said rod, a ratchet 
mechanism adapted to impart a rotary 
movement to said shaft from an oscillatory 
movement of said rockers, said mechanism 
including ratchet wheels and gearing carried 
by the base and adapted to transmit a ro 
tary movement to said shaft from said 
ratchet wheels, gravity pawls supported by 
said rockers and adapted to engage Said 
ratchet wheels, and means carried by said 
rockers and adapted to control the operation 
of said pawls. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses: 

PETER PEZZENE. 
Witnesses: 

A. M. DUNLAP, 
H. W. WICKENHISER. 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 


