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-

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letbers Patent No, 537,207, dated Apnl 9,1895,
Application filed November 5 1894, Serial No, 527,907, (Nomodel,)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW JORGENSEN, a
citizen of Denmark, residing at Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Folding Doors, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, .

Many modern houses are constructed with
communicating rooms and without any door
for cutting off one room from the other, it be-
ing the intention that the opening shall be
provided with a portiére., Itissometimes de-
sirable to close one of these rooms and cut it
off from the other more effectually than can
be done by a portiére, and’ this is especially
so in cold weather, when it is either not pos-
sible or not desirable to heat both of them.

The subject of the present invention is a
door for closing openings of this character,
and the object of the invention is to provide
a door of such construetion that it may be put
in place either at the time the house is built,
or with equal facility, afterward.

While the house is being built it is a sim-
ple matter to provide a d_oor of ordinary con-
struction, and hence in this class of cases a
door constructed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention has not so many advantages as
it has when applied to houses already com-
pleted. When the house is completed, to re-
model or construet the doorway to fit it to re-
ceive an ordinary door involves labor, diffi-
culty, dirt and many more objectionable fea-
tures, and hence, the principal object of the
present invention is to provide a door of such
construction thatit ecan be easily applied with-
out the necessity for making any alterations
in the facings or jambs. Itmay be easily ap-
plied to any uprlﬂht object or surface or re-
moved therefrom.

To these ends the invention consists in the
features of novelty that are particularly point-

ed out in the claims,and in order that it may’

be fully understood I will describe it with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, which
are made a part hereof, and in which—
Figures 1 and 2 are vertical sections of a
door embodying the invention, Fig. 1 showing
it open, and Fig. 2 showing it closed., Fig. 3
is a horizontal section thereof on the line

3—3, Fig. 1. Fig.4 is a detail view of the de-
viee for attaching the door to its support.

Theimproved door is constracted of any de-
sired numDber of uprights A, the number used
depending upon the size of the door, lazy-tong
levers B pivoted to all of said upmovhtq SO as
to connect them, and a covering C of fabric
or other suitable flexible material secured to
said uprights for concealing them —or all of
them excepting the outerone—andthelevers.
The uprights are.provided with vertical slots
a that are occupied by the levers, thus avoid-
ing the irregularities that would certamly ex-
1st in the surface of the completed door if the
levers were placed against the outer faces of
the uprights. The outer upright may if de-
sired be of ornamental shape and provided
with whatever trimmings or fixtures may be
found desirable or mnecessary, this being a
matter that must be left to the builder or user
to be determined according to the exigencies
of particular cases. Theinner uprightispro-
vided with means for seeuring it to the facing
or other object by which it is to be supported.

Inthedrawings I have shown two latches D
that are pivoted centrally to the upright, and
adapted to be turned so as to move them either
into or out of engagement with hooks E, that
are secured to the support. A pair of these
hooks are used in connection with each latch,
and they are presented in opposite directions
in order that the latch may be brought to en-
gagement with them by a rotary movement.
This, however, isonly an example of the means
that may be used for securing the door in
place, and I desire to have it understood that
my invention is not limited in this respect,
but covers any means for accomplishing it,
albeit I prefer means of such character that
the door may be easily put up and taken down.

Preferably each of the uprights, excepting
the inner one, is provided at bottom with a
roller or rollers F, and if desired the ounter up-
right may have a roller G at top for steady-
ing it.

In the drawings I have shown two sets of
lazy-tong levers (but this is merely illustra-
tive) and in order to make both sets move in
unison, to the end that the uprights shall be
maintained in upright positions,and confined
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to parallel movement, I provide each of said
sets of levers with an extended arm H, both
of which arms are pivotally connected at their
ends to a bar I, which is secured toone of the
uprights in sueh a manner that it may slide
vertically but cannot move laterally, inde-
pendently of said upright. ' Asshown the bar
has longitudinal slots ¢ through which pass
pins ¢’ that are supported by the upright, the
latter being provided with a groovein which
the bar fits.

What I elaim as new is—

1. In a door the combination of a plurality
of uprights, means for securing one of said
uprights to a support, plural sets of lazy-tong
levers each of said sets of levers having a di-
rect pivotal connection with each of said up-
rights, means connecting said sets of levers
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and compelling them to move together, and a
covering of flexible material secured to the
uprights, substantially as set forth.

2. In a door the combination of a plurality
of uprights, means for securing one of said
uprights to a support, plural sets of lazy-tong
levers each of said sets of levers having a di-
rect pivotal connection with each of said up-
rights, arms extending from said levers, a bar
to which said arms are pivotally connected,
and means securing said bar to-one of the
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uprights and permitting its vertical, while 3o

restraining its lateral, movement relatively

thereto. .
ANDREW JORGENSEN.
Witnesses:
L. M. HOPKINS,
J. HALPENNY,




