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The present invention relates to playhouses. 1t
has to do particularly, although not exclusively,
with playhouses for children for indoor and out-
door .use capable of being assembled or disas-
sembled with ease and facility. Playhouses em-
bodying the invention are of the knockdown type
capable of being formed into a relatively small
and compact bundle for transportation and stor-
age purposes.

One of the objects of the present invention is
to provide an improved playhouse of the foregoing
character which may be easily and quickly as-
sembled or disassembled without the use of tools.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide an improved playhouse of the knock-

down type which is constructed entirely without

the use of metal parts which might serve to cause
injury to children playing within and about the
playhouse.

./.%Enother object of the invention is to provide
an improved knockdown type of playhouse having
a roof and walls formed from waterproof fabric,
such as canvas, duck, or the like.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved playhouse, or the like, which is of
relatively simple construction and which may be
produced at a relatively low manufacturing cost.

The foregoing and other objects and advan-
tages of the present invention will appear from
the following description and appended claims
when considered in connection with the accom-
panying drawings wherein like reference char-
acters desighate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views.

In said drawings:

Tig, 1 is a perspective view of a playhouse em-
bodying the invention, partly broken away to re-
veal portions of the frame structure.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail vertical sectional
view, broken away, of one corner of the playhouse
1ooking toward the front thereof in Fig. 1.

Fig, 3 is a detailed perspective view of certain
of the parts shown in Fig. 2 and llustrating the
method of assembly of these parts.

Tig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detail ver-
tical sectional view of the ridge pole and associ-
ated parts.

Fig. 5 is g front elevational view of a playhouse
embodying the invention as shown in the pre-
ceding views.

Tig. 6 is a perspective view of the playhouse in
knockdown form and bundled for shipment or
storage purposes; and

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of a
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modified form of corner post embodying the in-
vention.

Before explaining in detail the present inven-
tion it is to be understood that the inVention is
not limited in its application to the details of
construction and arrangement of parts illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, since the inven-
tion is capable of other embodiments and of be-
ing practiced or carried out in various ways. It
is to be understood also that the phraseology of
terminology employed herein is for the purpose of
description and not of limitation, and it is not in-
tended to limit the invention herein claimed be-
yond the requirements of the prior art.

Referring now particularly to the drawings,
especially Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive, thereof, there is
shown one form or type of knockdown playhouse
or similar structure embodying the present in-
vention. As shown in Figs. 1 and 5, the play-
house of the present jnvention comprises & rec-
tangular skeleton base frame portion having
transverse wood cross-frame members {0 and
longitudinal wood side members {f. The over-
lapping ends of the members 18 and {! are pro-
vided with vertical openings or sockets to receive
and support corner posts {2, four such being em-
ployed in the present gtructure. Each corner
post, as shown, is of round cross section, merely
by way of illustration, whose opposite or upper
and lower ends terminate in doweled portions
{2¢ and 12b respectively. The upright corner
posts 12 provide means for supporting an Upper
rectangular skeleton frame portion which con-
sists of transverse or cross-frame wood members
i3, one such being shown, and longitudinal side
frame wood members 18, The cross members
13 are socketed and adjacent opposite ends to
receive and fit over the dowels 12a of the corner
posts 12, The opposite ends of the longitudinal
members 14 are likewise socketed and are pro-
vided with dowels 15 which seat in sockets 13¢
formed adjacent the opposite ends of the cross-
frame members 13 and spaced slightly inwardly
from the sockets receiving the dowels {2¢a.

The dowels 15, as are the dowels i2a¢ and 120,
are provided with crossed slots or kerfs to allow
for expansion and contraction. The dowels {5
2l1s0 serve to maintain in place between the mem-
bers 13 and 14, see particularly Pigs. 2 and 3, flex-
ible connecting members 16 which are formed
from fabrie, or the like material, the base of the
member 16 having an opening 16a formed there-
in in registry with the socket i3¢ so as to allow
the dowel 15 to pass through it -and hold the
member in position. The member 16 is provided
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with two spaced free or movable end portions 17
and I8, each having a hole or opening 1Ta and
I8¢, respectively, formed adjacent its free end
for a purpose to be described.

A roof frame of the gable type is detachably
mounted upon the upper skeleton frame portion
comprising the members 3 ang 14. The roof
frame portion comprises a longitudinal center
member or wood ridge pole (8 provided adjacent
opposite ends with sockets 19¢ in its under face,
and in its lower side faces, adjacent opposite
ends, with a pair of angularly disposed sockets
190, see Fig. 4. The ridge pole {9 is supported
adjacent its opposite ends
lower ends extengd through an opening in a sup-
porting block 21 and are doweled to fit into a
socket formed in each of the upper cross-frame
members 3.

On opposite sides of the ridge pole 19 there
are disposed two pairs of rafters 22 ‘whose upper
adjacent end portions are doweled at 22¢ to fit
within the ridge pole sockets 18b. Each pair of
rafters 22 is secured together by means of a dou-
ble strap-like fabric hinge member 23 whose up-
per and lower portions 23¢ are spaced apart so
as to be slipped over the end portions of the ridge
pole I8 and to thus embrace the ridge pole. The
outer ends of the double strap-like fabric hinge
23 receive and embrace the upper end portions of
the rafters 22 and are preferably secured to the
rafters by means of tacks or the like 24. The
lower outer ends of the rafters 22 are provided
with doweled end portions 22b for a purpose to
be described.

In assembling the roof frame structure with the
remaining structure, the kingposts 20 are secured
in position upon the cross members (3, the dou-
ble strap-like hinges 23 with their pairs of raft-
ers 22 are slipped over the ends of the ridee pole
19. The lower ends of the rafters 22 are then
inserted in the openings i7g and {8a of the flex-
ible connecting members | 6 and the ridge pole
is moved down into engagement with the king-
posts until the doweled upper ends 28z of said
kingposts are received in the sockets {8« of the
ridge pole. The entire gable-like roof frame
structure will now be supported in the position in
which it is shown in Figs. 1 and 5.

The roof frame structure. is provided with a
fabric covering which, as shown, is in the form
of a single piece of fabric, such ag canvas or duck
24, which is provided along its opposite side edges
with hems 25. For the burpose of reinforcing
the roof fabric. For the purpose of reinforcing
members 2§ are held within these hems 25.
These reinforcing members 28 are provided ad-
Jacent opposite ends with sockets 26a to receive
and fit over the doweled ends 22b of the rafters
22, see Fig. 2.

The gabled ends of the roof structure are pref-
erably closed by substantially triangular pieces 27
of fabric which are provided at their three cor-
ners with tie members 27¢ to permit the pieces
to be releasably secured to the adjacent frame
members of the structure to hold them in place
as clearly seen in Fig. 5.

The sides and the front and back ends of the
playhouse are enclosed by a single piece of fab-
rie, such as canvas or duck 29 which has a hem
290’ at its upper edge to receive a, pull cord or
Tope 38: As seen in Figs. 2 and 3, the cross-
irame members 18 in their opposite end edges
are provided with grooves or notches 31 to per-
mit the: pull cord 30 to hold the canvas 28 in po-
sition. It will be. understood- that the ohe piece

by kingposts 20 whose.
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canvas covering 29 provides the side walls and
the front and back walls for the playhouse, the
ends of the fabric coming together at the front
of the structure, as shown at 382, Fig. 5. Since
the cord 30 is preferably tied at the middle of
the front wall, the fabric covering 29 may be
slipped along the cord to increase or decrease the
iront opening at 32,

If desired, as seen in Fig. 7, & somewhat mod-
ified form: of corner post may be employed in-
stead of the posts 12 of the preceding figures.
In Fig. 7 the corner bost 49 is of rectangular or
Square cross section and is provided at its op-
posite ends (one engd only being shown) with
dowels, such as the slotted dowel 41. By virtue
of this structure, s shoulder 42 is provided upon
which the ecross-frame members 13 of the upper
skeleton frame portion may rest. Such posts
may provide some additional strength to the
structura, :

In Fig. 6 of the drawings there is shown. the
improved playhouse of the present invention in
knockdown form and in o bundle whose covering
is the fabric roof section 24 of the playhouse.
A strap or the like 45 may be employed to hoid
the bundle together and compact for shipping
and storage purposes.

Having thus describeg my invention, what I
claim is:

1. In a knockdown playhouse, a rectangular
skleton base frame portion, an upper skeleton
frame portion spaced above the base frame por-
tion, vertically disposed corner posts having
doweled end portions detachably connecting the
two frame portions together, a roof frame por-
tion detachably mounted upon said upper skele-~
ton frame portion and comprising a ridge poile,
detachable vertically disposed kingposts con-
hecting the ridge pole and upper skeleton frame
Dortion, and rafters detachably connecting the
ridge pole, kingpests and upper frame together,
flexible means for connecting adjacent upper
ends of the rafters together and providing sock-
ets for receiving and supporting. the ridge pole,
said rafters having doweled upper end portions
adapted to detachably fit within sockets formed
in said ridge pole, and flexible means for detach-
ably connecting the lower end portions of the
rafters to said upper skeleton frame.

2. In a knockdown playhouse, g rectangular
skeleton base frame portion, an upper skeleton
frame portion spaced above the base frame por-
tlon, vertically disposed corner posts. having
doweled end portions detachably connecting the
two frame portions together, a roof frame por-
tion detachably mounted upon said upper skele-
ton frame portion and comprising a ridge. pole,
detachabie vertically disposed kingposts con-
necting the ridge pole and upper skeleton frame
portion, and rafters detachably conunecting the
ridge pole, kingposts, and upper frame together,
flexible means for connecting adjacent upper
ends of the rafters together and providing sock-
ets for receiving and supporting the ridge pole,
said rafters having doweled: upper and lower end
portions adapted to detachably fit within sockets
formed in said ridge pole, flexible means for de-
tachably connecting the lower eng portions of the
rafters to said upper skeleton frame, and a de-
tachable fabric roof cover for said roof frame
portion having hems formed along its longitudi-
nal side edges and a reinforeing ‘wood: member
located in each of*said hems whereby fo-provide
means for detachably connecting. the. fabric roof
cover to the lower ends of the rafters; said: re-
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iniorcing wooa members having sockets to de-
tachably receive said doweled lower end portions.

3. In a2 knockdown playhouse, a rectangular
skeleton base frame portion, an upper skeleton
frame portion spaced above the base frame por-
tion, vertically disposed corner posts having
doweled end portions detachably connecting the
two frame portions together, a roof frame portion
detachably mounted upon said upper skeleton
frame portion and comprising a ridge pole, de-
tachable vertically disposed kingposts connecting
the ridge pole and upper skeleton frame portion,
and rafters detachably connecting the ridge pole,
kingposts and upper frame together, said king-
posts having doweled upper and lower ends, said
ridge pole and said upper skeleton frame portion
having sockets for receiving the doweled upper
and lower ends, respectively, of said kingposts,
flexible means for connecting adjacent upper
ends of the rafters together and providing sock-
ets for receiving and supporting the ridge pole,
flexible means for detachably connecting the low-
er end portions of the rafters to said upper skele-
ton frame, said rafters having doweled upper
and lower end portions, said ridge pole having
sockets to detachably receive said doweled upper
end portions, and a detachable fabric roof cover
for said roof frame portion, said roof cover hav-
ing hems formed along its longitudinal side edges
and a reinforcing wood member located in each
of said hems whereby to provide means for de-
tachably connecting the fabric roof cover to the
jower ends of the rafters, said reinforcing wood
members having sockets to detachably receive
said doweled lower end portions.

4. Structure according to claim 1 wherein the
flexible means for detachably connecting the low-
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6
er end portions of the rafters to said upper skele-
ton frame comprises strips which are attached to
the frame and have free ends provided with
openings through which said rafters pass.

5. Structure according to claim 1 wherein the
upper skeleton frame comprises longitudinal and:
transverse members connected together by dowel
pins carried by certain of said members cooper-
ating with sockets in other of said members.

6. Structure according to claim 2 wherein the
upper skeleton frame comprises longitudinal and
transverse members connected together by dowel
pins carried by certain of said members cooperat-
ing with sockets in other of said members, and
wherein the flexible means for detachably con-
necting the lower end portions of the rafters to
said upper skeleton frame comprises strips which
are attached to the frame members which have
the sockets formed therein, said strips having free
ends provided with openings through which said
rafters pass and having openings in the inter-
mediate part attached to the frame members
registering with the sockets formed therein for
receiving the dowel pins carried by other frame
members,
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