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A composite tube assembly and a method of making the same are provided.
The composite tube assembly includes a composite tube and a fitting penetrating the
composite tube. The fitting includes a reduced diameter section surrounded by a
reduced diameter tube portion of the tube. A bolstering structure surrounds this
reduced diameter tube portion. The method includes inserting the fitting into the
composite tube, heating the tube portion surrounding the fitting to soften the same,
radially compressing the tube portion onto the fitting reduced diameter section, and
providing a bolstering structure surrounding the compressed tube portion.
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