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To all whom it may concern: ]

Be it known that I, EMIL C. LUKS, a citizen
of the United States, residing at the city of
Reading, in the county of Berks and State of
Pennsylvaunia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Box-Lid Supports,
&ec., of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact desecription, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and efficient device for supporting in
open or display position the lids of cigar and
other boxes and for other purposes. '

The device is more especially designed for
use in conjunction with or as an attachment
for cigar-boxes, in which relation it not only
serves as a lid-support, but also as an effect-
ive implement to extract from the box the
usual fastening-tack for the lid-and to sever
along the edge or edges of the latter the
usunal fastening-paper. S

Accordingly my invention, asstatedin gen-
eral terms, comprises a plate or body of any
desired shape or configuration, having formed

therein tongues adapted to be suitably bent |

and applied to the box in a manner to sup-
port the lid in open position, as will be here-
inafter fully set forth.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a cigar-box, showing the device as af-
fixed to the 1id by the usual fastening-tack
and also indicating by dotted lines the mode
of using said device as a cutter to sever the
fastening-strip for the lid. Fig. 2 is a rear
view of the box with the lid open and the de-
vice in use asalid-support. Fig. 3isatrans-
verse section as on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig.
4is a plan of the device. Figs. 5, 6, and 7
illustrate modifications of the form of the de-
viece.

A represents a cigar-box, and B my im-
proved opener and lid-support therefor. This
device in the form illustrated comprises a
thin plate of brass or other suitable flexible
material of any desirable shape or configura-
tion, in and from the body of which are

stamped by dies or otherwise produced two

Serial No, 50,418, (No modeld

“adjacent tongunesb b’, which may be bentlat-
erally outward.

In the construction shown in the several
figures of the drawings, excepting in Fig. 7,
the tongue b is formed by the middle portion
of the plate, and the companion tongue b’ is
formed by the portion of the plate embracing

50

the tongue b, the basal parts of the two

tongues being in or about in the same hori-
zontal plane in order that the tongues as a
unit may be bent in such plane and at right
angles, or substantially so, to the body of the
plate. That partof the plate above the con-
nected ends of the tongues is provided with
an orifice b%, and one or more corners b® of the
plate is or are made quite sharp.

The device above described is adapted to
be applied to the lid of a closed cigar-box and
affixed thereto by the usual fastening-tack a
for the lid, as illustrated in Fig.1. Whenit
isthus applied, the device, if of ornate design,
embellishes. the box..- By the act of foreibly
raising the inner or free end of the device or
by twisting or otherwise properly manipulat-
ing the same the tack will be extracted from
thebox. Thefreeddevicemaythen begrasped
and a corner thereof drawn along the ends
and front edge of the lid, so as to sever the
usual paper fastening «', as indicated by the
dotted linesin Fig.1. This being done, the lid
may be thrown open. The tongues of the de-
vice are then bent ontward at right angles, or
praetically so, to the body of the plate. The
fabrica?, which hingedly connects the lid with
the box, is then perforated by the act of push-
ing the laterally-extending tongues thereof
from the back of the box, the body of the
plate thus extending above and below the
hinge connection and taking against the back
of the box and the lid. One of the tongues
is then bent downward against the inner side
of the box, and the other tongue is bent up-
ward against the inner side of the lid, the
various members of the device thus serving
as determinate stops for the lid to maintain
it in open or display position.

Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawings are designed
simply to illustrate different shapes of the
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body-plate and Fig. 7 to show an example of
a construction in which the tongues b b’ are
formed side by side in the outline of human
fingers. Thus it will be seen thai the inven-
tion is susceptible of a variety of uniqueand
ornamental forms. Infact,thedevice instead

of being stamped from sheet metal may be

constructed of a single piece of wire properly
bentinto shape. Itherefore donotlimit my-
self to the specific details of construction
herein shown and deseribed; but

What I claim is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a plate
adapted to form a box-lid support comprising
a body portion and a plurality of flexible in-
terior tongues having their basal portions in
thesame horizontal plane, or substantially so,
whereby said tongues may be bent as a unit
in such planeand ata right angle to the body
portion.

2. Asanew artiele of manufacture, a plate
adapted to form a box-lid support compris-
ing a body portion, a centrally-disposed flexi-
ble interior tongue and a second flexible
tongueembracing the tongue first named, the
basal portions of said tongues being in the
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same plane, or substantially so, whereby the
two tongues may be bent as a unit in such
plane and at a right angle to the body portion.

3. Anattachment for cigar-boxesor the like
cousisting of a bendable plate having means
adjacent to the outer end thereof for attach-
ing the same to the box-lid, the free inner end
of the plate forming a finger-lever for raising
the same to release said attachment, and two
partially-severed intermediate portions lying
normally in the plane of the plate but inde-
pendently bendable therefrom and attached
to said plate only at their adjacent ends and
at substantially equal distance from said
outer end thereof, whereby said plate when
detached from the lid is adapted to serve as
a support for the opened lid substantially as
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presenece of twosub-
scribing witnesses.

EMIL C. LUKS.

Witnesses:
J. E. WARREN,
T. O. YARINGTON, Jr.
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