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Be it known that I, Isasc A. WETHERBY,
of Iowa City, county of Johnson, State of
Towa, have invented an Improved Labor-Sav-
ing Revolving Operating Light, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved photographicapparatus; and the nov-
elty consists in the construction, arrange-
ment, and adaptation of parts, as will be more
fully hereinafter set forth, and specifically
pointed out in the elaim.

In carrying out the invention I employ a
revolving turret for equally dispensing the
rays of light. This of itself is not new with
me. Iemploy alsca platform movable on cir-
cular guides, which also has been before used
in other combinations; but instead of carrying
the caniera on this movable platform I arrange
my camera upon the floor of the gallery, and
employ the movable platform only for the
purpose of readily and quickly presenting
differentscenes of foreground and background.

In galleries it is a matter of considerable
trouble to move and change the foreground
of stumps, rocks, vases, &c., and the differ-
ent flats or scenes of background to suit dif-
ferent tastes and to produce different effects.

The platform may be provided with as many
differentscenesasare desired,both foreground
and background, by revolving the platform
any of which scenie effects may be presented
to the proper light and to the camera without
changing any of the scenic farniture. The
flats are arranged in a frame, so as to be read-
ily interchanged at will.

The essential feature of the invention is
sufficiently illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which—

Figure 1 is a top plan view of an ordinary
gallery arranged according to my invention.
Fig. 2 is a similar view taken from above the
roof, a part of the turret being broken away
to show the internal arrangement of the gal-
lery. Fig. 3 is a side elevation with partsin
section,

Referring to the drawings, H designates
the floor proper of a photograph-gallery, and
D movable platform mounted on wheels or

rollers d and operated by a lever, I. - Upon
this platform is a vertical frame, A, having
guides which receive interchangeable flats or
scenes B. When in position the flats B ra-
diate in four directions from the center of the
platform,thus providing four separate spaces,
as D’ D* D’ DY, for articles of foreground, and
an object-seat, as C. As a foreground I have
shown a boat, d. In each of thesespaces may
be arranged a different foreground, with a
scenic background to mateh, the background
standing upon two planes at right angles to
each other, as seen in Fig. 1. With this ar-
rangement the camera by being movedslightly,
as from point F to F', is enabled to take two
views of a person with the same scenery in
different relations, thus producing a very
beautiful effect.

(' designates the roof, and B*a revolving
turret, which, being old in the art, requires
no fuarther deseription or illustration.

G designates a convenient rack in which
the different flats are stored when not in use.

According to my invention a person enter-
ing a gallery has four different scenes from
which to makea choice. The platform being
properly revolved to bring the chosen scene
in the proper light it is only necessary to pre-
pare the plate and proceed to take the piec-
ture. The revolving turret softens and dif-
fuses the light evenly, and the change of the
camera allows two views to be taken with
grand effect.

The flat holding-frame A may be of any de-
sired construction and of any proper height.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

A photographic apparatus consisting of a
revolving platform,D,carrying a background-
receiving frame, A, arranged, as described, to
divide the surface of the platform into four
spaces, D' D* D* DY, with interchangeable back-
ground and foreground furniture to match, in
combination with a camera, as and for the
purposes set forth.

ISAAC A. WETHERBY.

‘Witnesses:

MirToN BEMLEY,
D. R. PRYRE.
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