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UNITED STATES

PaTeNnT OFFICE.

PETER AUGUST AUSTIN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

‘CURTAIN-STRETCHER.

SFACIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 535,154, dated March 5, 1895,
Application filed May 9, 1894, Serial No. 510,595, (3o model))

To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, PETER AUGUST AUSTIN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Curtain-Stretchers, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
a device for stretching curtains, and while it
is more especially adapted to be used for lace-
curtains, such as are used on windows, yet it
can be employed for streteching other articles
or fabrics of a like nature; and consists in
certain peculiarities of the construetion, novel
arrangement, and operation of the various
partsthereof, as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth and specifically claimed.

The objects of my invention are, first, to
provide a curtain-stretcher,which shallbesim-
ple and inexpensive in construction, strong
and durable, and effective in operation, and,
second, such a device, in which the parts of the
frame thereof may be so adjusted, as to stretch
the fabric, both with the warp and woof.

Still another object of my invention, is to
so arrange the securing hooks, that they may
be placed so as to engage the points of the
lace-curtain.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
it, referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which— :

Figure 1, is a plan view of my stretcher,
showing a portion of a lace-curtain in place
thereon, and in the act of being stretched.
Fig.2,isa bottom plan view of one of the cross-
rails of the frame of the stretcher. Fig. 3,is
a bottom view of a portion of one of the side-
rails, showing its sections hinged together.
Fig. 4,1s an end view of one of the side rails
and a portionof one of the eross-rails or bars,
showing them secured together by means of an
adjusting screw and alsoillustrating one of the
securing hooks in place on the siderails. Fig.
5,1s a perspective view of one of the securing
hooks detached from the frame; and Fig. 61is
a similar view of a modification thereof.

Similar letters refer to like parts through-
out the different views of the drawings.

A, represents the side rails of the frame or
stretcher, which are made of any suitable size,

form, and material, but preferably rectangu-
lar in cross section, as shown in Fig. 4, of the
drawings. About their middle they are di-
vided and provided on their lower surfaces
with hinges g, so that the sections of each rail
may be folded together. Onthe opposite sur-
face from the hinges a, and at their joints,
they are provided with a mortise or recess ¢/,
within which operates a hook b, which is piv-
otally secured at one end to one section of the
rail, and engages with a pin 0’, on the other
section at its other end, thus holding said sec-
tions of each of the rails A, in alignment, and
preventing them being closed or folded to-
gether, except when desired. On theirlower
surfaces each of the rails is provided with a
longitudinal groove A’, which may extend the
entire length of the pieces, or only part the
length thereof, and which groove is substan-
tially “T ”-shaped in cross-section, as illus-
trated in Fig. 4,and is adapted to receive the
head B, of the serew B’, which serew extends
downward asufficient distance to enable it to
pass through the holes ¢, or slots ¢/, of the
cross-bars C, which bars are adapted to engage
thegide-rails at their ends, as will be presently
explained. The lowersurface of the rails A,
isalso provided with a longitudinal groove A?,
for the reception, retention, and adjustment
of thesecuring hooks D, which hooks are pref-
erably made of substantially the form shown
in Fig. 5, and of flat metal, generally brass or
othernon-corrosive material. Thelower por-
tion of these hooks is formed with an upturned
part or flange d, to fit within the grooves A?
of the side-rails, and the grooves (’, of the
cross-bars, and 18 then bent at a right angle
to said flange and then upwardly, and again
at a right angle, and inwardly and terminat-
ing in a point or projection d’, to engage the
points of the lace-curtain or other fabrie. In-
stead of making these hooks of flat material,
as shown in Fig. 5, I may construct them of
pieces of wire D', as shown in Fig. 6, yet hav-
ing the same general contour, as that illus-
trated in Fig. 5, and above described.

The cross-bars or rails C, are formed of ma-
terial preferably rectangular in eross-section,
and are provided at one of their ends with a
number of holes ¢, for the reception of the
screw B’, and near their other ends with lon-
gitudinalslots ¢/, foralike purpose. Thelower
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surface of each of the cross-bars is provided
with longitudinal grooves C’, for the recep-
tion and retention of the flanges or upturned
partsof thesecuring hooks, as has before been
stated.

From the foregoing and by reference to the
drawings, it will be seen and readily under-
stood that by placing thehead B, of the serews
B’, within thegrooves A’, of the side-rails, said
serews may be moved longitudinally to any
Position on the rails, and as the cross-bars C,
engage with the shanks of the screws B’, by
means of the holes ¢, and slots ¢/, in or near
their ends, through which they pass, they
may likewise be adjusted longitudinally at
any suitable point on the side-rails, the slotg
¢’,in the cross-bars C, permitting the side-rails
to be moved laterally or separated from each
othertoa suitable position, which may then be
securely fastened by means of the thumb-
screws E,which may be tightened on theshank
of the screw.

As shown in Fig. 1, of the drawings, the
side-rails and cross-bars, are provided with a
series of securing-hooks, which are fitted on
said rails, and bars in a manner, as clearly
shown in Fig. 4, thus permitting them to be
moved longitudinally on said pieces to any
desired position or at the proper points to en-
gage with the points of the lace-curtain.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a curtain-stretcher the combination of
twoparallel side-bars or rails, each having on
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their lower surfaces alongitudinal groove for
the reception of the adjusting serews for the
cross-bars, and a longitudinal groove for the
securing hooks for the fabrie, with a pair of
cross-bars having at one of their ends a num-
ber of holes,and at their other end slots to re-
coive the shanks of the set-screws, and a lon-
gitndinal groove in their lower surfaces for
the securing hooks, said hooks having an up-
turned portion to fit in the grooves therefor
in the rails and cross-bars and being bent so
as to partly encompass them, and a number
of set-serews to secure the bars and rails to-
gether, substantially as described. .

2. The combination of the side rails A, each
hinged in their middle and provided with a
hook to hold them in an out-stretched posi-
tion,and havingon their lowersurfacesa“ T -
shaped groove A’, for the reception of the ad-
justing-screw B’, and a groove A? for the se-
curing hoolks forthe fabric, with the cross-bars
C, having the holes ¢, and slots ¢, for the
screws B', and the grooves (7, for the secur-
ing hooks, said hooks having an upturned
part tooperate insaid groovestherefor in the
rails and bars and bent so as to partly en-
compass them and to engage the fabrie, and
the screws B’, having the heads B, and set
pieces E, all constructed, arranged and oper-
ating substantially as desecribed.

PETER AUGUST AUSTIN.

Witnesses:
CHAS. C. TILLMAN,
E. A. DUGGAN,
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