
March 3, 1964 F. M. TRENT 3,122,846 
GOLF STANCE INDICATOR 

Filed Jan. 23, 1963 

FG.2 

DOWNHLL 

( 

FG4 

INVENTOR. 

FRANK M. TRENT 
BY 

a64. 6 2&la. 
ATTORNEY 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



United States Patent Office 3,122,846 
Patented Mar. 3, 1964 

3,22,346 
GO F STANCE INDICATOR 

Frank M. Treat, 3605 N. Abingdoa St., Ariagfon, Wa. 
Filed Jan. 23, 1963, Ser. No. 253,500 

4 Claims. (C. 35-29) 
This invention relates to an aid for improving one's 

skill in playing golf and particularly relates to a device 
for improving the stance of a golf player. 

Various devices have been developed which can be 
used by a golf player to improve his stance but most of 
these have been complicated, clumsy and difficult to use. 
Accordingly it is the principal object of this invention 
to provide a simple and practical indicator that can be 
utilized in determining the proper golf stance to be as 
sumed by the golfer whether the ball is in an uphill, 
downhill or level position. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a device 

or golf stance indicator which will be useful to the be 
ginner and average golfer in learning the game of golf. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a de 

vice which will be useful to the professional golfer in 
instructing the average and less skilled golfer as to the 
correct position that the feet of the golfer should as 
sume in relation to the position or lie of the ball. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a de 

vice which is extremely simple and yet effective in learn 
ing the game of golf. 
A further object of this invention is to provide such a 

device which is inexpensive and is easily carried about a 
golf course so that the same may be readily referred to 
during the playing of the game and thereby enable the 
golfer to determine quickly the correct stance to be taken 
with respect to the direction of the proposed drive and the 
lie or position of the ball. 
These and other objects will become apparent as the 

following description proceeds. 
For a more complete understanding of the nature and 

scope of my invention, reference can be had to the fol 
lowing detailed description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings in which like reference numerals 
refer to similar or like elements. 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 

of the stance indicator for a right handed golfer; 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the indicator of FIG 

URE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of another embodiment of 

the stance indicator for a left handed golfer. 
FIGURE 4 is a bottom plan view of still another en 

bodiment of the device. 
By referring to the drawing it will be seen that the golf 

stance indicator in the modification shown in FIGURES 
1 and 2 comprises a truncated pyramid having four slop 
ing surfaces 2, 3, 4 and 5 respectively, and a top Sur 
face 6, which is preferably parallel to the base of the 
pyramid. On each of these surfaces are indicator mark 
ings comprising arrows and facsimiles of human left foot 
and right foot prints for purposes which will hereinafter 
be explained. in order that the correct stance may be 
determined, the indicator would first be held base down 
in the palm of the golfer's hand. If the ball were lying 
in a level area, reference would be made to the top Sur 
face 6, that is, the device would be rotated until the ar 
row points in the direction of the pin or hole on the green 
and the dot within the arrow which represents the ball is 
in the same position or lie as the bail. The feet of the 
right handed golfer would then be placed in the same 
relative position as indicated by the facsimile footprints 
on surface 6 indicated as level. 

In the same manner one would determine the posi 
tion of one's feet with respect to any sloping lie by re 
ferring to the appropriate corresponding surface which is 
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set forth on the stance indicator. It will thus be ap 
parent that for any given sloping lie or position of the 
ball whether uphill, sidehill or downhill, one merely 
positions the indicator in the proper perspective in 
the palm of the golfer's hand so that the arrow points in 
the direction of the hole, the dot within the arrow cor 
responds to the position of the bail, and the feet are in 
the relationship shown on the particular slanting surface 
of the truncated pyramid or indicator . 
The embodiment shown in FIGURE 3 is not only 

similar to the device shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 but is 
employed in the same manner except this embodiment is 
for left handed golfers. 
FIGURE 4 illustrates a further modification appli 

cable to the embodiments shown in FIGURES 1, 2 and 
3 wherein there is provided in the base 7 of the indi 
cator of either FIGURES 1 and 2 or FGURE 3 a 
chamber 8 having a slidable cover 9. This chamber is 
particularly useful for the storage and retention of mark 
ers which are commonly employed on the putting green 
to note the position of a ball which lies in the line of 
roll to the hole of another ball. These markers which 
are frequently circular in shape are made of light metal, 
plastic on even paper. Although a slidable cover 9 is 
shown, it is obvious to those skilled in the art that other 
types of covers can be employed such as circular cover 
having (1) a spring hinge or (2) a projecting tab with 
a shaft about which the cover pivots from a closed to an 
open position. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
the novel stance indicator of the present invention can be 
made of various materials. A particularly useful ma 
terial which has proved most satisfactory is a transparent 
plastic such as any of the well known methacrylate resins. 
Where weight is not a factor, glass, plaster of Paris, light 
metals such as aluminum or magnesium, and wood can 
be employed. Of course where darker materials are 
used, such as stained woods, the indicia on the various 
sloping surfaces will for practical purposes be painted in 
a contrasting color such as white or yellow. Other modi 
fications will also be evident to those familiar with the 
art including the use of a base for the indicators and 1. 
In addition the sloping surfaces and the overall size of 
the indicator can be varied within certain practical limits. 
Although the base of the device is indicated as square 
slight departures from these configuration can be made, 
if desired. 

From the foregoing description, it will be apparent that 
there has been devised a golf stance indicator which is 
unusually simple in construction but which will prove 
highly effective in teaching a golfer the proper stance to 
assume regardless of the lie or position of the ball and 
that the indicator will prove most helpful in lowering the 
score of a golfer. 
While the above description discloses practical en 

bodiments of my invention it will be understood by those 
skilled in the art that the specific details of construction 
and shape are by way of example and not to be construed 
as limiting the scope of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device to indicate a golfer's proper stance for 

playing any golf shot for any given level or sloping lie of 
a golf ball comprising a truncated pyramid having an 
upper surface which simulates a level golf lie, a base, and 
a plurality of sloping surfaces which simulate the various 
downhill, sidehill, and uphill positions in which a golf 
ball may lie and which connect such upper surface and 
base, a first marking on each of said upper and sloping 
surfaces to simulate the position of the ball, a second 
marking on each of said upper and sloping surfaces 
adapted to be pointed in the direction of the golf hole, 
and facsimiles of human footprints on each of said up 



3,122,846 
3. 

per and sloping surfaces to simulate the proper position 
of the golfer's feet relative to said first mariking for each 
of the aforementioned level, downhill, sidehill and uphill 
positions when said second marking is pointed in the di 
rection of the golf hole. . 

2. The device of claim 1 in which the upper surface is 
parallel to the base. 

3. The device of claim 2 in which the base is substan 
tially a square. 

4. 
4. The device of claim 1 in which a chamber is pro 

vided within the device and which opens out on the base 
of said device, and cover means for said chamber. 
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