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A process for the productlon of an aromatic carboxylic acid comprising
contacting in the presence of a catalyst, within a continuous flow reactor, one or
more precursors of the aromatic carboxylic acid with an oxidant, such contact
being effected with said precursor(s) and the oxidant in an aqueous solvent
comprising water under supercritical conditions or near supercritical conditions
close to the supercritical poiht such that said one or more precursors, oxidant and
aqueous solvent constitute a substantially single homogeneous phase in the
reaction zone, wherein the contact of at least part of said precursor with said
oxidant is contemporaneous with contact of saic catalyst with at least part of said

oxidant.
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