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This invention relates to dispensing containers
and more specifically to a portable box for suc-
cessively exposing or releasing one or more ar-
ticles from the box while the remaining articles
are retained therein.

Dispensing containers of the type which expose
and release a predetermined number of articles
such as tablets or pills from a box while retaining
the remaining tablets in the box have been pre~
viously constructed. In this connection, refer-
ence is made to United States Patent 1,962,860,
issued June 12, 1934, in which Charles H. Duell,
Edith E. Brisbane, and Douglas C. Clarke were
the inventors. These dispensing boxes, such as
shown in the aforementioned patent, have given
satisfactory service, but one of the improvements
which would be advantageous in such a container
is & means to assure that the articles will never
jam together in the box so that it would have
to be shaken to produce satisfactory operation
thereof. The operation of this type of box re-
quires the movement of the cover from a closed
to a partially open position, and it has been found
with the previously used construction that this
operation is not effected smoothly at all times
without varying or changing the position of the
box,

It is, therefore, & primary object of the present
invention to provide a dispensing container which
will expose and release, successively, a predeter-
mined number of objects contained and which
will assure satisfactory displacement and/or re-
arrangement of the several articles so that the
movable cover may be operated to dispense ar-
ticles successively without interference or block-
ing of the movement of the cover by the articles
contained in the box.

It is another object to vrovide a dispensing
container capable of exposing and releasing a
desired number of articles and retaining the re-
mainder, having its interior so shaped as to re-
arrange the articles remaining as some articles
are dispensed from the box so that dispensing of
remaining articles is readily effected.

It is a further object to provide a portable
container having a cover adapted to be opened
by a sliding motion and from which & certain
number of objects may be dropped upon suc-
cessive openings of the cover and having the
interior of the box so formed that the articles
contained therein will be rearranged by the slid-
ing movement of the box, thereby producing at
all times a smooth and satisfactory operation of
. the dispensing container,

" It is another object of the invention to provide
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13 Claims. (CL 206—42)

a dispensing container comprising a shallow bhox
member (adapted to contain a plurality of adja-
cent longitudinal rows of articles to be dispensed
one at a time) and a relatively slidable cover
member associated with the box member and
having a barrier extending therefrom into said

* box member: means operative upon movement
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of said cover member toward open position to
effect displacement and/or rearrangement of the
articles in the box member from a straight line
position considered either transversely or longi-
tudinally of said box member such as would in-
terfere with or block the sliding movement of the
cover to its fully open position.

It is a still further object of the invention to
provide the box member of a dispensing container
of the character mentioned above, with walls
arranged to reduce the frictional surface contact
between the articles and the box member to a
minimum, thereby to enable the articles in the
box member to be more easily shifted around by
the sliding of the cover towards open position and
thus further avoid any jamming action between
the cover and contents of the box.

25 The above and other objects of the present

30.

35

60

65

invention will appear more fully from the follow-
ing more detailed description and by reference
to the accompanying drawings, forming g part
hereof and wherein: . ‘

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a complete box
showing the cover slid back so as to expose one
article for release from the box and with the
remainder of the contents covered and retained
in non-dispensing condition in the box.

Fig. 2 is a transverse cross section taken on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal cross section through
the center of the box taken substantially on the
line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a top view of the box with the cover
in closed position and in which several artiet~
contained in the box have been indicated
dotted lines. : ‘ ’

- Fig. § is a top view of a box. with the cover
partially open and partially broken away and
showing the condition which might arise when
articles position themselves in straight line man-
ner at the end of the box such as to produce a
jamming action between the contents of the box
and the cover as would prevent free sliding
movement of the latter to its opened dispensing
position. :

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5, but showing
the cover opened to dispensing position, of a dis~
penser in which one of the end walls of the box
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is curved in such g manner as to allow the articles
contained in the box to be displaced or rearranged
by the movement of the cover of the box toward
open position, thereby to prevent the unsatisfac-
tory operation shown in Fig. 5. _

Fig. 7 is a similar view of a modifled form of the’
invention employing an indented projection in
the side of the box which serves to cause the ar-
ticles therein to rearrange themselves and which
also prevents the articles from maintaining a
straight line relation along the side of the box
and causing the same sort of unsatisfactory op-
eration.

Fig. 8 is a section taken on the line 8—8 of the
Fig. 7 and shows one method of forming the pro-
Jjection in the inside of the box. i

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Figs. 6 and 7 of a
box having another modified form of construction
wherein a corner of the rear end of the box is
curved to assure that the articles will rearrange
themselves as the cover is moved toward open
position to prevent interference with the opening
movement thereof.

Fig. 10 is a section taken on the line 18—10 of
Fig. 9 and shows the manner in which the cor-
ner of the box may be formed to provide the
curved surface shown in Fig. 9.

Figs. 11 to 15, inclusive, illustrate a further
medification of the dispenser shown in Fig. 6,
wherein the upright walls of the box are flared
or arranged in non-perpendicular relation to the
bottom wall of the box member; Fig. 11 being
enlarged plan view with portions of the cover
member broken away to better illustrate certain
details of the box member; Figs. 12 and 13 being
sections taken on the lines 12—I12 and 13—I3,
- respectively of Fig. 11; Fig. 14 being a greatly en-
larged view illustrating the manner in which the
sliding and/or rolling peripheral line contact is
effected between a conventional sulfanilamide
tablet and the wall of the box member, whereby
frictional resistance to movement of the tablet
due to contact with the box wall is reduced to a
minimum; and Fig. 15 a view similar to Fig. 14
but showing a conventional aspirin tablet con-
tacting the box wall.

Fig. 16 illustrates a further embodiment of the
invention in which means is provided on the
cover member for effecting rearrangement of the
articles in the boxX member upon movement of the
cover to its open position.

Fig. 17 is an enlarged section taken on line
11—I7 of Fig. 16.

Referring to the drawings and particularly to
Figs. 1, 2 and 3, there is shown a sheet metal
dispenser comprising a box 10 provided with a
sliding cover 11, The cover 1l of the box 10 is
secured for sliding movement by a suitable
flanged construction shown at 12 in Fig. 2. By
this construction the cover {1 may be snapped
into place and will slide longitudinally from a
closed position to an open or dispensing position
such as shown in Fig. 1. The sliding movement,
however, is limited by two projections 13 and 14
formed on the inside of the cover, the projections
being formed in the box 10 illustrated by forming
or denting the sheet metal as shown at 14 in
Fig. 3. A relatively shallow detent I'l© retains the
cover in place against inadvertent opening but
does not offer sufficient resistance to prevent in-
tended movement of the cover to its open posi-
tion. A small portion of the top surface of the
cover Il is formed with transverse corrugations
15 as shown in Fig. 1 to provide a frictional sur-
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face to facilitate pushing the cover to open or
closed position. The front edge of the cover 11,
as shown in both Figs. 1 and 3, is provided with
a8 downwardly projecting flange I8 which ex-
tends only a portion of the way across the width
of the box 10 and which cooperates with a pro-
jection (71 formed in the box portion 10 of the
container and positioned to extepd from the side
of the box toward and in alignment with the
flange I6 when the box is in the open position,

a8 shown in Fig. 1.

The space between the projection 1T and the
front wall 8 of the box provides a dispensing
pocket 7 for one of the articles to be dispensed.
It will be seen from Figures 1 and 2 that the pro-
jection 17 is formed by a substantially triangular
indentation extending inwardly from one of the

. side walls 9 of the box 10 and that the apex or

" innermost portion of said projection is generously
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curved or rounded as indicated at (78. The pro-
jection 11, as shown in Fig. 2, preferably, com-
prises a generally horizontal portion 7P extend-
ing inwardly from the side wall and an upwardly
inclined portion {7¢ connecting said horizontal
portion with the bottom wall of the container.
The object of rounding the projection 7 is to
prevent possible chipping or breaking of any
article that may be caused to engage therewith
as the cover is moved from closed to open posi-
tion, as when the dispenser is improperly held and
one of the articles has not completely gravitated
into the dispensing pocket 1. The inclined por-
tion 17? also facilitates passage of an article past
the projection 17* by reducing the area of fric-
tional contact between the article and said pro-
Jjection.

The distance between the side wall 9 and the
nearest' edge of the flange 16 is made at least
equal to the diameter or greatest dimension of

40 the article being dispensed, when one article is to
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be dispensed at a time. It is apparent, therefore,
that when the box 10 is in the open position ar-
ticles which are to the right of the barrier formed
by the flange 16 and the projection 17 will be re-
tained in the covered portion of the box while any
articles which are in the open portion of the box
will be exposed and released for dispensing on
tilting of the box. It is evident, however, that
the relative width of the flange 16 and the pro-
jection 1T may be made such as to assure that
any definite number of articles are permitted to
remain in the exposed portion when the cover 11
is moved to the position shown in Fig. 1.
Referring to Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawings,
it is to be noted that with articles contained in
the box such as shown in Fig. 4 and with the box
held in substantially. the position shown in Fig. 4
that if the cover 11 were moved toward an open
position such as Fig. 5, the tablet marked 18 in
Fig. 5 would be partly exposed, but the flange
16 would contact the tablet marked 19 and with
the box formed as shown in Fig. 5 with substan-
tially square corners, 3 jamming of the cover
would result since the forces acting on the longi-
tudinal row -of tablets shown at the bottom of
Fig. 5 would force them rearwardly of the box
or to the right in the figure and so that the
tablet marked 20 in Fig. 5 would be jammed into
the upper right hand corner of the box thereby
preventing further movement of the cover unless
the position of the tablets is changed. It is also
possible for the articles in a box, as shown in
Fig. 5, to assume a straight line and cause
jamming position longitudinalily of the box and
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thereby in either case it is not possible to re-

lease the tablet 18 without difficulty.

Jamming, however, can be avoided by suit-
ably constructing either the box or the cover.
Referring to Fig. 6, a construction is shown for
a box of the general type disclosed in Figs. 1to 5
but which is designed to obviate the defect above
discussed with reference to the jamming of the
articles. The feature of construction of the box
which accomplishes this. result is a curve shape
for the rear wall 2{ of the box as shown in Fig. 6.
It will be apparent on inspection of Fig. 6 that
on sliding movement of the cover from its closed
position and with the articles arranged as shown

" in Fig. 4, the downwardly projecting flange 16
will contact the tablet marked 18 and push the
remaining tablets as it attempted to do in the
form shown in Fig. 5, but in this case the tablets
would take up positions such that the tablet
marked 20 in Fig. 6 which, in the form shown
in Fig. 5 had been jammed into the corner of
the box, will be free to move to the forward end
of the box. In other words, the tablets can no
longer assume & straight line position at the end
2! of the box 10. Therefore, the tablets will be
automatically released or rearranged by the slid-
ing action of the cover Ii as it is moved to its
open position substantially as shown in Fig. 6
and will also permit release of the tablet 18 while

. retaining the remaining tablets under the cover
of the box.

Fig. 7 shows another modified form of the in-
vention wherein an additional projection 22 is
provided extending inwardly from the side 8 of
the box. This projection 22 prevents the tablets
from assuming definite straight line positions
such as would result in jamming so that as the
cover is opened the tablets are free to rearrange
themselves in positions such as to offer no ob-
struction to & free opening of the box. As shown
in Fig. 8, the projection 22 can be formed by an
indentation formed in the side wall 9 with the
walls thereof arranged as shown in cross sec-
tion at 23. This type of construction may be
accomplished easily by suitable dies, when a sheet
metal box is used. The projection 22 preferably
extends inwardly a distance less than the radius

of the articles to be dispensed so that it acts as a

displacing means for the articles rather than an
obstruction.

Fig. 9 shows another modified form wherein
the lower corner of the rear edge of the box 0
is formed with a curve 24 having a radius prefer-
ably greater than the radius of the article. dis-
pensed and which may be formed on inwardly
projected wall portion 25 as shown in Fig. 10.

Referring now to Figures 11 to 13, inclusive,
of the drawings, a dispensing container is here
shown which is somewhat similar to that illus-
trated in Fig. 6, but which incorporates certain
additional advantageous features which facili-
tate the operation of the dispenser. The box
member indicated at 0% differs principally from
the box 10 of Fig, 6 in-that the side and end
walls are flared outwardly on an angle of sbout
10°, thereby to reduce the surface contact of the
articles with the walls of the box to a minimum
and facilitate their shifting and rearrangement
in the box member upon movement of the cover
member {i® toward open position. ‘Thus, the
opposite side walls 82 of the box member (0=
flare outwardly as best illustrated in Fig. 13.
The end wall 218, in addition to being formed
upon g suitable are, is also flared upwardly and
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outwardly as shown in PFigs. 11 and 12. The end
wall 88, which cooperates with the projection 17 .
to form the dispensing pocket. 18, may also be
flared as indicated in Fig. 12, although the flar-
ing of this particular end wall is not essential.
However, when the end wall 8& ig flared, the
flange 16 carried by the cover member {{® is
also preferably bent upon a complemental angle
In order to permit the cover member |ie to com-
pletely close the box member f0s.

The cover member 11 is held in place against
inadvertent operling by a shallow detent 32 co-
operating with the upper edge 33 of the arcuate
end wall 218, as best shown in Fig. 12. The shal-
low detent 32 is such that it can be easily moved
across the edge 33 by slight flexing or displace~
ment of the cover member {12, when said cover
is moved either toward open or closed position.
The cover |12 is further provided with relatively
deeper projections 3* and (4= adapted to serve
as stops to limit the opening movement of the
cover- {12, The projections (32 and i4s are
adapted to engage the inner surface of the
arcuate end wall 21® adjacent the edge 33 to limit
the sliding movement of the cover |2 to its open
position as will.- be readily understood and are
so spaced from the adjacent end 35 of the cover
{12 that sliding movement of said cover toward
its full open position will dispose the flange (62

-in" alignment with the projection 11* and there-

by expose the article which happens to be in
the dispensing pocket, 12,

In view of the fact that the cover {12 is prefer<
ably applied to the box 0% after the articles to
be dispensed have been deposited therein, said
cover is preferably arranged so that it can be
snapped over the edge of said box. To facilitate
such mounting of the cover {i2, one side edge
of said cover is provided with a reversely bent
flange 36 (Fig. 13) arranged so that when a
flange 122 on the opposing edge of the cover is
engaged with the outwardly flanged edge 37 of
one of the side walls 9® of the box 102, said re-
versely bent portion 36 will engage with the op-
posing outwardly turned edge 87 and permit
easy snapping of the cover onto the box. Simi-
larly, the reversely bent portion 36 will permit
ready removal of the cover {{2 in the event that -
it should be necessary to gain immediate access
to the.entire contents of the container, or in
the event that it should be desired to quickly
reload the box (8= when it is empty. The cover
ti2 is corrugated as shown at (5% to provide a
portion engageable by the thumb to slide said
cover to open position.

Figs. 14 and 15 diagrammatically illustrate the
flaring of the end wall 212 of the container on an
angle of approximately 10° from the vertical. It
is preferable to make the angle of inclination of
the end wall 2f2 (and side walls 98) not sub-
stantially less than 10° and preferably not more
than 20° with respect to a vertical plane, the
objective in any instance being to have the walls
inclined upon such angle that the tablets will
engage the walls with a substantially rolling
and/or sliding peripheral line contact as indi-
cated at 38, instead of with a substantial pe-
ripheral surface area of contact as shown in
Fig. 3. This reduces the frictional surface con-
tact between the tablets or pills so that they can
more readily be displaced and rearranged within

.the box 102, In any event, the angularity of the

inclination of the end wall 2{* and the side walls
92 should be such that frictional contact is mini-
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mized while avoiding any tendency for the tablets
or pills to “ride up” onto the wall and engage the
inner side of the cover 1a, Fig. 14 indicates the
peripheral contact obtained when conventional
sulfanilamide tablets are dispensed and Fig, 15
indicates the contact obtained when conventional
gaspirin tablets are dispensed. =

Fig. 11, like Fig. 6, clearly indicates the man-
ner in which the curved end wall 2i2 of the box
102 precludes the articles within the box from
assuming a straight line jamming relationship
that would interfere with the movement of the
cover |la toward open position. As will be seen
from an inspection of Fig. 11, the end wall 2i*
thereof is curved upon a radius which is sub-
stantially equal to the length of the box. This
radius of curvature has been found to be prefer-
able to a shorter radius, as for example, a radius
equal to half the width of the box; the latter
reducing too much the volume of the box.

Fig. 16 illustrates another embodiment of the
invention in which means similar to the projec-
tion 22 is provided on the cover member 1(b
instead of on the box as shown in Fig. 7 for
effecting displacement and/or rearrangement of
the articles in the box member 0P so as to prevent
such jamming of the articles as would preclude
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adjacent tablets 41 and 42 and effect good results,
but it is preferred to locate said projection on
the cover (1P so that when said cover is in closed
position said projection is on the left of tablet
41 and near the point of juncture of the inclined
projection 17 with the side wall 9® of the box -
member {0,

It is to be understood that the flaring of the
walls of the box is not limited to use in a con-
tainer of the type shown in Fig. 6 and that such
flaring can be advantageously employed in other
forms of boxes, for example, such as shown in
Pigs. 7, 9 and 16.

In using the several forms of the invention
disclosed herein the closed dispenser is held gen-
erally vertically in one hand with the dispensing
pocket lowermost. The articles will then gravi-
tate toward the end of the dispenser containing
the dispensing pocket. Upon retraction of the
cover by the thumb, the flange on the cover will
permit a single article to remain in the dispens-
ing pocket, and all other tablets will be retained
in the covered portion of the box and positively

- prevented from falling out of the dispenser by

25

movement of the cover to its open position,
Thus, the cover 1b is provided with an inwardly.

extending projection .40 located at such prede-
termined point that such projection will be dis-
posed in a space between two adjacent tablets in
the row next to the side wall 9% of the box member
(0> when said cover is in closed position. The
projection 40 may have any configuration de-
sired and is preferably formed by a generally tri-
angular indentation in the cover, as shown. The
projection 40 may be formed during the stamp-
ing operation and its lower end is shaped so
that no sharp edges are presented which would
cause breaking or chipping of the tablets as the
cover member is moved toward open -position.
It will be noted from Fig. 17 that the projection
40 extends into the box 10® to a point below the
top surface of the tablets so as to be engageable
with the periphery of the tablet on the right side
thereof upon movement. of the cover {I® toward
open position.

Assuming that the tablets, prior to dispensing,
are positioned in the box member I8®, as shown
in Fig. 16, it will be apparent that upon move-
ment of the sliding cover 11® toward open posi-
tion, the flange 16 will shift the tablets as afore=~
described and the projection 49 will .engage the
lower arcuate peripheral portion-of the tablet
marked 41 and displace it laterally from the side
wall 8b and thus prevent any straight line forma-
tion along the side wall 9b that would cause
jamming. In some instances the tablet may be
moved longitudinally of the box member 10b by
effecting displacement of either one of the tablets
marked 42 and 43 in the same horizontal row.
Hawever, the usual operation is the positive
lateral displacement of the tablet 41 by the pro-
jection 49 and the incidental rearrangement of
other tablets to permit such movement. In any
event, the tablet 41 will take the course of least
r=sistance and the tablets in the covered portion
of the box msmber 10¢ will be effectually rear-
ranged and/or displaced so that it is impossible
for said tablets to assume a jamming relation that
would prevent the cover 1ib from being moved
to its open position, '

The projection 40 may he disposed between
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the barrier formed by said flange and the pro-
jection adjacent the dispensing pocket. After
the article has been removed from the dispensing
pocket, the cover is returned by the thumb to its
closed position and this will permit another ar-
ticle to gravitate into the dispensing pocket. Suc-
cessive articles can then be dispensed one at a
time by repeating the aforedescribed operation.
In all forms of the invention shown, the article
deflecting or directing means will effect displace-~
ment and/or rearrangement of the articles in the
box so that no jamming will occur which would
interfere with moving the cover to its open posi-
tion.

Although sheet metal dispensers have been il-
lustrated herein, it is contemplated that the prin-
ciples of the invention may be employed in other
types of boxes and dispensing containers. It is
to be understood that while the projections and

5 forms illustrated will lend themselves most ad-

vantageously to & forming from sheet metal, the
invention is not limited in its application to sheet
metal boxes, but that any suitable material could
be used for its fabrication, and that various al-
ternative structures may be employed to accom-
plish the objects of the invention without depart-
ing from the spirit thereof or the scope of the
appended claims,

This application is a continuation-in-part of
my co-pending application Serial No. 320,717,
filed February 24, 1940, and entitled “Dispensing
containers.”

I claim: S

1. In combination, a shallow box adapted to
contain a plurality of adjacent horizontal rows
of articles to be dispensed; .a cover slidably
mounted upon said box; means for dispensing
said articles one at a time upon movement of
said cover to open position including a flange ex-
tending downwardly from said cover into said
box; and means carried by said box and co-
operating with said flange and operative upon
movement of said cover toward open position to
effect displacement and re-arrangement of said
articles in said box to preclude said articles from
assuming a straight line relationship and blocking
the movement of said cover to its open position.

2. In a dispensing container for small articles
normally arranged in a plurality of adjacent
horizontal rows, including a shallow box member
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having a projection spaced from one end wall
thereof to provide a pocket to receive only a
given number of articles and a cover member slid-
ably mounted upon said box member and ‘pro-
vided with a depending flange at one edge thereof
cooperating with said projection to push all but
said given number of articles into a closed portion

of said box member and leave only said given .

number in said pocket: article directing means
forming a portion of the inner surface of one
of said members arranged to cooperate with said
flange when said cover is slid from closed to open
position to effect displacement and/or rear-
rangement of the articles in said closed portion
of said box member as said cover member is
moved toward open position to thereby prevent
a plurality of said articles from assuming a
straight line relation taat would block move-
ment of said cover to open position.

3. In a dispensing container for small articles
normally arranged in a plurality of adjacent hori-
zontal -rows, including a shallow box member
having a projection spaced from one end wall
thereof to provide a pocket to receive only a given
number of articles and a cover member slidably
mounted upon said box member and provided
with & depending flange at one edge thereof co-
operating with said projection to push all but
said given number of articles into & closed por-
tion of said box member and leave only said given
number in said pocket:
means on one of said members arranged to effect
displacement, and/or rearrangement of the ar-
ticles in said closed portion of said box member
as said cover member is moved toward open posi-
tion to thereby prevent a plurality of said ar-
ticles from assuming a straight line relation that
would block movement of said cover to open posi-
tion.

4. In a dispensing container for small articles,
including & shallow box member having a pro-
jection spaced from one end thereof to provide

inwardly extending-
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a pocket to receive only a given number of ar-

ticles and a cover member slidably mounted upon
said box member and provided with a depending
flange at one edge thereof cooperating with said
projection to push all but said given number of
articles into a closed portion of said box member
and leave only said given number in said pocket:
means extending inwardly from the side wall of
said box member provided with said projection,
arranged to effect displacement and/or rear-
rangement of the articles in said closed portion
of said box member as said cover member is
moved toward open position to thereby prevent
a plurality of said articles from assuming a
straight line relation that would block movement
of said cover to open position,

5. A dispensing container for small articles
normally arranged in g plurality of adjacent
horizontal rows. including a shallow box mem-
ber having a projection adjacent to and'spaced
from one end wall and extending inwardly from
one side wall thereof to provide a pocket to

receive onlv a given number of articles and a.

cover member slidably mounted upon said box
member and provided with g depending flange at
one edge thereof cooperating with said projection
to push all but said given number of articles
into a closed portion of said box member and
leave only said given number in said pocket:
characterized by having the rear wall of said box
member connected with said one side wall of said
box member by an inner convex wall portion
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A 53
having a radius greater than that of said articles
to prevent a plurality of said articles from assum-
ing a straight line relation adjacent said convex
wall portion and thereby blocking movement of
said cover member toward its open position.

6. A dispensing container for small articles
normally arranged in a plurality of adjacent
rows, including & shallow box member having a
side wall with a projection spaced from one end
wall thereof to provide a pocket to receive only
a given number of articles and a cover member
£lidably mounted upon said box member and pro-
vided with a depending flange at one edge thereof
cooperating with said projection to push all but
said given number of articles into g closed portion
of said box member and leave only said given
number in said pocket: characterized by s second
projection on said side wall spaced from  said
first-mentioned projection, said second projec-
tion having g transverse dimension less than half
of the corresponding dimension of the articles
being dispensed and being arranged to effect dis-
placement and/or rearrangement of the articles
in said closed portion of sald box member as said
cover member is moved toward open position
thereby to prevent a plurality of said articles
from assuming g straight, horizontal line relation
along said side wall that would block movement
of said cover to open position.

7. A dispensing container for small articles
normally arranged in a plurality of adjacent
rows, including a box member having g side wal)
with & projection spaced from one end wall
thereof to provide g pocket to receive only g
given number of articles and a cover member
slidably mounted upon said box member and pro-
vided with a depending flange at one edge there-
of cooperating with said projection to push all
but said given number of articles into a closed
portion of said box member and leave only said
given number in saig pocket, characterized by
having 2 portion of said side wall remote from
said end wall projected inwardly on an arc to
effect displacement and rearrangement of the
articles in said closed portion of said box mem-
ber as said cover member Is moved toward open
Position to thereby brevent a plurality of said
articles from assuming a straight line relation
along said side wall that would block movement
of said cover to open position.

8.Ina dispensing container for small articles
normally arranged in g plurality of adjacent
rows, including a shallow box member having 3
projection spaced from one end wall thereof to
provide a pocket to receive only a given humber
of articles, and a cover member slidably mounted
upon said box member and brovided with a de-
bending flange at one edge thereof cooperating
with said projection to bush all but said given
number of articles into g closed portion of said
box member and leaving only said given number
in said recess; inwardly extending means on the
cover member arranged to effect displacement
and/or rearrangement of the articles in said
closed portion of said box member as said cover
member is moved toward open position to thereby
brevent a plurality of said articles from assum-
ing a relation that would block movement of said
cover to said open position.

9. A dispensing container of the type defined
in which the means extending in-

wardly from the cover member comprises 8, pro-
Jjection on the inner surface of said cover mem-
ber arranged to project into the container in
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spaced relationship to said pocket forming pro-
jection and having an inclined rear face for'en-
gaging and imparting transverse movement to an
article in the closed portion of said box. '

10. A container comprising a shallow box hav-
ing two parallel side walls and a front and rear
wall, a cover mounted on said box for sliding
movement in parallelism with said side walls,
means cooperating with one of said side walls
and said front wall to provide a dispensing
pocket, the edge of said cover adjacent said front
wall being provided with a depending flange ex-
tending part way .across said cover for engaging
circular articles within said box to push said
articles toward the rear wall of said box, and
cooperating with said means to prevent entry of
more than one of said articles into said dispens-
ing pocket, and a projection extending inwardly
into said box adjacent said one side wall and
spaced rearwardly from said dispensing pocket,
said projection having a front wall arranged at
an acute angle to said one parallel side wall so
that when the circular articles are moved rear-
wardly of said box by the depending flange of
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said cover, as sald cover is moved to open posi-
tion, engagement of any of said circular articles
with the inclined front face of said projection
will impart a transverse movement to said circu-
lar article and re-arrangement of said articles
within the closed portion of said box to prevent
jamming of said articles and a consequent block-
ing of the movement of sald cover to open posi-
tion. ; .

11. A container as set forth in claim 10 in

"which said projection extends inwardly of said

box from said one side wall & distance less than
half the diameter of the circular articles.

12. A container as set forth in claim 10 in
which the projection extending inwardly from
said one parallel side wall has the inclined front
face thereof curved upon a radius greater than
the radius of the circular articles contained with-
in said box. )

13. A container as set forth in claim 10 in
which the rear wall of said box is of arcuate con-
figuration curved outwardly .and upon a radius
subst@ntially equal to the length of said box.

CHARLES H. DUELL.



