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This invention relates to certain novel im 
provements in interchangeable signs, and has 
for its principal object the provision of an 
improved construction of this character 

i5 which will be highly efficient in use and eco 
nomical in manufacture. 

It is among the objects of our invention to 
provide an interchangeable sign which will 
be of the desk type which is used to display 

it) names of individuals or other analogous in 
formation. It has been the custom in the 
prior art to manufacture such signs from one 
piece of material and obviously when their 
usefulness had ended it was customary to de 

i5 stroy the sign which was an expense inasmuch 
as it is desirable to have these signs arranged 
so as to be artistic and of pleasing aesthetic 
appearance. We, therefore, have arranged a 
desk sign in which the indicia may bear 

2G ranged such that it may be removed and re 
placed when so desired. . . . 
Another object of our invention is to pro 

vide a novel means for retaining the indicia. 
in the sign. 

25 A still further object of the invention is to 
provide a novel means for arranging the in 
dicia so as to disclose predetermined infor 
mation. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 

3:) The invention consists in the novel combi 
nation and arrangement of elements to be 
hereinafter described and claimed. 
The invention will best be understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawing 
83 wherein a preferred form of construction is 

shown, and in which: - 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a pre 

ferred form of construction for our device; 
Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of the 

40 mechanism as disclosed in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmental rear elevational view 

of the device illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken substan 

tially on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 
45 Fig. 5 is a detail view depicting the man 

ner in which the indicia is held in a pre-de 
termined arrangement; and - - - 

Fig. 6 is a sectional detail view drawn to 
an enlarged scale taken substantially on the 

50 line 6-6 of Fig. 1. 

In the accompanying drawing, wherein we 
have illustrated a preferred form of con 
struction for our device, 10 generically indi 
cates the main body portion of our improved 
sign. A border 11 is provided on the front 55 
face of the main body portion 10 and the 
area 12 inclosed by the body 11 is preferably 
depressed below the level of the rim and if 
desired, this area 2 may be stippled or oth 
erwise arranged to increase the aesthetic ap- 60 
pearance thereof. The body portion 10 is 
supported it an inclined plane as clearly ill 
lustrated in Fig. 2 and a suitable easel con 
struction 13 is provided which has pads 14 
thereon that are connected to the main body 65 
portion 10 through the medium of screws 
and other analogous devices. The lower edge 
of the main body portion 10 and the foot por 
tion 14 of the easel 15 are arranged at an 
angle so as to properly engage the support 70 
on which the sign is mounted. 
On the area. 12 an opening 16 is provided 

which is surrounded by a rim or border 17. 
in the present instance a web 18 extends 
across the opening 16 in iuxtaposition to one 75 
end thereof so as to divide said opening into 
two spaces, for a purpose of to be made ap 
parent presently. The indicia conveying the 
information is mounted in the opening 16 in 
the manner now to be set forth. . . 80 

In order to arrange the indicia in pre-de 
termined order so as to convey any desired in 
formation, we provide a plurality of rela 
tively flat body members 19. On one surface 
of these body members we arrange the in- 85 
dicia as for example in Fig. 5, the numeral 
is arranged on one surface of the body mem 

bers 19 while the hand indicated by 20 is ar 
ranged on the other of the body members 19 
and it is readily apparent that said body 90 
members are made of a width proportionate 
to the requirements of the width of the in 
dicia Certain of the body members are not 
provided with indicia and these are employed 
as spacers so as to properly space the hereinbe- 95 
fore mentioned indicia. A clamping strip 
21 is provided which has lugs 22 provided 
along the edges thereof. The body members 
19 are arranged in the desired order on the 
clamping plate 21 and the lugs 21 are then 100 



3. 

bent over the edges of the body members 19 
So as to clamp the same in position and lug 
members 23 are provided at the ends of the 
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body member 21 to retain the lugs in position. 
Behind the rim 17 and around the open 

ing 16 and arranged to open into the rear 
side of the body member 10 is a recess por 
tion 24 which provides a shoulder 25. The 
strips 26 which numeral generically indicates 
the strips formed from the body members 19 
and the strips 21 are arranged so as to bear 
against this shoulder 25. In the present in 
stance, one of these strips extends from one 
end of the opening 16 to the Web 18 and the 
other of these strips extends from the web 
18 to the other end of the opening 16. On 
the rear side of the body member 10 a plate 
member 27 is secured which is of greater 
width than the web 18. Retaining strips 28 
and 29 are provided which extend between 
the ends of the openings 16 and the web mem 
ber 18 and which are arranged so as to have 
end portions extending below the plate 27. 
At the end of the strip 29 disposed opposite 
the Web 18 an offset portion 30 is provided. 
This offset portion 30 provides a shoulder 31 
that engages one end of the opening 16 and 
the portion 30 includes a section which en 
gages the rear side of the body member 10 
beyond the extent of the opening 16. Piv 
otally mounted as at 32 on the rear side of 
the body member 10 is a latch member 33 
which has a notch 34 provided therein that 
engages the pin 35, fixed on the rear side of 
the body 10 in juxtaposition to the pivotal 
mounting 32. In this manner, the plate 29 
is securely locked in position so as to retain 
One of the strips 26 in position. A handle 
portion 36 is provided on the latch 33 to fa 
cilitate movement thereof. A similar ar 
rangement is provided at the outer end of 
the strip 28 and therefore, the other of the 
strips 26 is securely held in position. 
The interchangeable sign described here 

in is particularly adapted for use in business 
institutions such as banking houses wherein 
it is frequently desirable to direct patrons to 
different windows or the like. For this rea 
son two of the strips 26 are provided as the 
Smaller one may be changed at different 
times so as to direct patrons to different win 
dows. When it is desired to use other of the 
strips 26 to convey other information, it is 
readily apparent from the foregoing descrip 
tion that the same may be removed and re 
placed with any desired indicia. 
While we have described the Web 18 as be 

ing formed intermediate the ends of the 
opening 16 it is to be understood that said 
web may be dispensed with and in this in 
stance the construction associated therewith 
for holding the retaining strips would then 
be associated with the rear side of the body 
10 at the opening 16. , - 
While we have illustrated and described 
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the preferred form of construction for carry 
ing our invention into effect this is capable 
of variations and modifications without de 
parting from the purview of our invention. 
We, therefore, do not wish to be limited to 
the precise details of construction set forth, 
but desire to avail ourselves of such varia 
tions and modifications as come within the 
scope of the appended claim. 
Having thus described our invention, what 

we claim as new and desire to protect by 
Letters Patent is: 
In a device of the class described, a main 

body having an elongated opening therein, 
a flange adjacent one surface of said main 
body extending into said opening providing 
a shoulder, a plurality of flat bodies having 
indicia on One of the faces thereof, a clamp 
ing plate having lugs thereon, said flat bodies 
being disposed on said clamping plate with 
the lugs thereon bent over said flat bodies to 
retain said flat bodies on said clamping plate, 
a retaining strip, said clamping plate being 
disposed in said elongated opening with said 
retaining strip positioned therebehind, means 

3) 

for securing said retaining strip in position, 
said last named means including a member 
Secured to the rear side of said main body and 
including a portion extended over said open 
ing whereby an end portion of said retaining 
strip may be disposed therebelow, and a re 
leasable latch member at the other end of said 
retaining strip including a portion movable 
Over said retaining strip. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures. 
PETER, ROSSMAN. 
ANTON PORSTNER. 
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