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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Axprew J. CarrTON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Nashville, in the county of Davidson and
State of Tennessee, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Baskets, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention has relation, broadly and
generally, to new and useful improvements in
receptacles of the type generally designated
“ baskets;” and the primary object is to pro-
vide a receptacle of the character mentioned
which will be well adapted for all uses to
which such receptacles are put, but which
will be especially adapted for the use of cot-
ton-pickers to receive the picked cotton.

Further objects are to provide a basket
which will be simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, strong and durable in use, and
light in weight.

The invention consists in the improved
basket, which will be fully described herein-
after and the novelty of which will be par-

-ticularly pointed out-and distinctly claimed.

I have fully and clearly illustrated my in-
vention in the drawings, to be taken as a part
of this specification, and wherein—

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a series
of panels of wire fabric, from which the bas-
ket is to be made. Fig. 2 is a top plan view
of the completed basket. Fig. 3is an invert-
ed plan view of the bottom of the basket.
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the completed
basket. Fig. 5is a plan view of one of the
clamps for securing adjacent strands of the
fabric together. Ifig. 6 is a plan view of the
clamp in position on the strands to secure
the latter together, and Fig. 7 is a section on
the line A__B of Fig. 6.

In the drawings the reference numeral 1
indicates a strip of wire fabric, consisting of
horizontal spaced runners 2, shown in the
present instance as four in number, to which
are secured vertical stays, each of which com-
prises two strands 3, which are zigzagged op-
positely to each other so as to cross each
other at points in the spaces between their
angles and between the runners, so that the
angles of the zigzags will be adjacent to and
in close engagement with the said runners.
These stays are arranged vertically and in
substantial parallel relation to each other,
with the anglesof each strand of astayclosely
adjacent the corresponding angles of the

strand of the next adjacent stay, and at these
points the runners and the angle portions of
the two adjacent strands are secured to-
gether by a clamp 4. This clamp is struck
up from a blank of sheet metal and is formed
at each of its opposite ends with spaced par-
allel arms 5 to engage and be bent around the
adjacent strands of the vertical stays, said
clamp being also formed with a central re-
cessed portion 6 to receive the runner at
which the angles of the strands meet, which
runner, when the clamp is in position, extenas
through the space between the arms 5. The
lower ends of the zigzag strands are extended
for a short distance beyond the lower runner,
as shown in Fig. 1.

At its end portions the wire fabric is termi-
nated by a vertical strand 7, to which the
runners and the strands comprising the stays
are secured at the angle portions of said
strands just described. The arms 5 at one
end of the clamp are bent around the zigzag
strand, while the opposite pair of arms are
bent about said vertical strand 7. From
their point of engagement with the vertical
strand 7 the horizontal runners are carried a
short distance beyond the vertical end strands
7, for a purpose to presently appear.

The wire-fabric strip above described and
as clearly shown in Fig. 1 is divided into four
panels 8,9, 10, and 11, each intended to form
one of the four walls of arectangular basket,
by means of vertical U-shaped stays 12, com-
prising straight parallel members 13, joined
at their upper ends, as at 132, which members
are secured to.the horizontal runners 2 and
the adjacent zigzagged stays by clamps 4, as
shown in Fig. 1, and of the form heretofore
described, the runners connecting the end
members 13 to each other at points below the
upper portions thereof.

The fabric constructed as above described
is employed to form the side walls of the bas-
ket, and each panel is designed to form one
of said walls, and before the fabric is shaped
to form the basket I cut the two lowest hori-
zontal runners at a point between each of the
vertical members 13, as at 15, and spread said
members 13 away from each other from a
point above the vertical center thereof, as
shown at the left of Fig. 1. The panels are
then bent at an angle to each other at their
end portions to form four sides of the basket,
and the vertical members 13 are bent so that
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the lower diverging ends thereof may be
brought into approximate parallelism, as
shown in Fig. 4, the severed ends of the run-
ners being bent or coiled around the said
members 13 to close the space between the
panels and secure. the latter together. The
ends of the runners which extend beyond the
strands 7 at the opposite ends of the fabric
are wrapped around said strands to hold the
walls of the basket in proper position. .
By spreading the members 13 apart at their

Jower ends before the fabric is bent to form

the basket-walls and after said walls are
formed bending said members, so as to bring
the diverging members together, serves to
give the basket the general form shown in
Tig. 4—that is, flaring from the bottom up-
ward. .

A bottom provided for the basket is made
of any suitable wire fabric—such asshown, for
instance, in Fig. 3 of the drawings. In this
figure the bottom fabric consists of parallel
stays 16, adjacent the opposite ends of which
are cross-pieces 18, which, together with the
outer stays 16, form a rectangular frame.
The frame is closed by transversely-arranged
zigzag strands 19, which cross each other, as
shown, and which are secured at their angle
portions to the stays 16 by means of sheet-
metal clamps 20 of the same form as those
heretofore described and arranged and en-
gaging the strands and stays in substantially
the same manner.

The bottom is secured in position by wrap-
ping the lower projecting ends of the vertical

~ zigzag strands and the end member 13 about
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the parallel stays 16 and the cross-pieces 18,
as at 21, which provides a very simple but at
the same time effective means for uniting the
bottom to the side walls of the basket. The
projecting ends of the strands comprising the
bottom: of the basket are adapted to be
turned inwardly in any suitable manner to
conceal said ends from view. The side walls
of the basket and the bottom thereof are
lined by a textile-fabric lining 22 to prevent
the contents of the basket from sifting through
the openings in the basket; but this lining
may; if desired, be omitted. :

While I have shown and described a bas-
ket having four walls, so as to be substan-
tially rectangular in horizontal cross-section,
I desire it to be understood that I donotlimit

myself to the exact form of the invention as

shown, as it is obvious that by varying the

number of panels the number of walls to the

basket may be likewise yaried, so as to.alter:

the form thereof.:*~ "

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A basket comprising a wall of sections .

disposed-at an angle to each other and having
their lower portions turned inwardly, said
sections made from panels of wire fabric
comprising horizontal runners and vertically-
disposed stays, said stays each consisting of
zigzagged and overlapping strands, corner-
stays of vertical parallel strands to secure the
sections to each other at their end portions.

2. A basket comprising a bottom, and a
wall in sections, said sections disposed at an
angle to each other and inwardly toward said
bottom, each section made from a panel of
wire fabric comprising horizontal runners
and vertical stays, said runners connecting
the sections, said stays consisting of oppo-
sitely zigzagged and overlapping strands, the
angle portions of the strands of one stay being

located adjacent the angle portions of a

strand of another stay, said angle portions
being located adjacent- the runners, means
for securing the angle portions and the run-
ners together, and inverted corner-stays of
parallel strands to secure the panels to each
other at their end portions.

3. A basket comprising a bottom and a
wall, said wall comprising sections disposed
at an angle to each other and having their
lower portions turned inwardly toward said

bottom, said sections and bottom made from-
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panels of wire fabric comprising horizontal -

runners and vertical stays, each consisting of
oppositely - zigzagged strands which cross

each other at points between their angles, the

angles of the strands being in alinement and
located at the runmers, inverted-U-shaped
stays to secure the sections together and
means for securing the strands and runners
together. ' :
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In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit~
nesses.

ANDREW J. CARLTON.

Witnesses:
Cuas. B. King,
E. R. InarAaM.




