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The present invention relates to a device extending 
the sides of various packing articles so as to enable the 
correct placing of the objects contained in the packing, 
even when these objects are in a greater number than 
originally provided for. This is of particular interest for 
trunks and suitcases, the straps of which currently used 
do not sufficiently obviate the disadvantage mentioned 
above and which very often leads to some difficulty in 
closing the lid of the suitcase or trunk. This frequently 
results, when pressure is applied for closing the lid, in 
clothes becoming crumpled, bottles broken, articles dam 
aged and even clothes items protruding over the sides of 
the suitcase or trunk. 
The device according to the invention obviates these 

disadvantages and is characterised in a combination of a 
packaging element, comprising a box, a lid hinged on this 
box, flexible strips fastened inside the box and forming 
extensions for its sides adapted to contain objects above 
the edges of the box and turned down on the latter 
before closing the lid. 

Various other features of the invention will become 
apparent by the following detailed description. 
Some embodiments of the invention are shown, by 

way of non-restrictive examples, in the attached drawing. 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a suitcase pro 

vided with the device for extending its sides. 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal section of the suitcase. 
FIGURE 3 is a cross section of the suitacase of FG. 

2 taken along the line I-III in FIG. 2. 
FIGURE 4 is a partial perspective view of an alterna 

tive embodiment of the device. 
FIGURE 5 is a longitudinal section of another alterna 

tive embodiment of this extending device. 
FIGURE 6 is a cross section of the embodiment of 

FIG. 5, taken along the line VI-VI in FIG. 5. 
FIGURE 7 is a plan view showing the marginal parts of 

the FIG. 5 embodiment enclosure. 
FIGURES 8 and 9 are sections of other alternative 

embodiments of the device. 
FIGURES 10, 11 and 12 shows plan and perspective 

views of suitcases provided with the device, FIGS. 11 
and 12 being in the open or closed position, respectively. 

In FIGURE 1, a suitcase 1 is shown comprising a bot 
tom-part 2 to be closed by a lid 3. The suitcase is 
provided with a handle 4 and two locks 5. Integral 
strips 6a, 6b and integral strips 7a, 7b are arranged to 
form an enclosure, the first one lengthwise in the suit 
case and higher than the two sides 2a, 2b of the bottom 2 
of this suitcase to form the two side flaps 6a, 6b and the 
second in the width of said suitcase also longer than the 
height of the front and back sides 2c, 2d of the bottom 2 to 
form the two flaps 7a, 7b. Rings 8 are fixed on the 
upper periphery of an enclosure formed by the flaps 6a, 
6b, 7a, 7b, and a cord 9 enables the enclosure to be 
closed by turning down said flaps. The enclosure may 
be advantageously made of one and the same strip, the 
edges of which may be held together by any suitable 
means, e.g., hooks, press-buttons, cords, previous stitch 
ing, etc. Thus, even if the objects placed in the bottom 
2 of the suitcase should rise beyond the height of the 
side walls of the suitcase these objects are shut in the 
above-mentioned enclosure and do not hinder the clos 
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2 
ing of the lid 3. In FIGURE 4 the periphery of the 
enclosure comprises a hem 10 containing a cord 11. 
The Working of this part above the sides of the suitcase 
is identical with that already described. 

In FIGURES5 to 7, the extensions 12, 13 placed along 
the sides 2a, 2b of the suitcase are connected by web 
bings 4, 5 which rest on the lower part of the bottom 
2 of the suitcase. The length of this webbing can be 
adjusted by means of buckles, for example. Likewise, 
extensions 16, 17 placed along the sides 2c, 2d of the 
suitcase are regulated by webbing 18, 19. The exten 
Sions 2, 3, 6 and 17 are either sewn or connected by 
any suitable means to each other, so as to cover the 
sides 2a to 2d of the suitcase and go beyond its height, 
as already explained with the embodiment, already de 
scribed. This device works exactly in the same manner 
as the preceding one, the ends of the projecting parts 
being able to comprise cord guiding means, e.g., either 
rings, or a hem, capable of receiving a cord for closing 
the enclosure formed by the bottom of the suitcase 
heightened by the flaps, before closing the lid 3. 

In FIGURE 8, a frame 20a is put in position by elastic 
deformation under a frame border 20b, normally in 
tegral with the bottom part 2 of the suitcase. Flaps 21 
surrounding the bottom are fixed on the frame 29a. In 
FIGURE 9, the flaps 22 are held between the bottom 2 
and a peripheral flange 20c of the latter, made of 
U-shaped metal and fixed by pinching or clipping. 

In FIGURE 10, the device is shown closed from the 
top after having drawn the two ends of the cord 24 to 
gether. 

in FIGURE 11, the flaps 6a, 6b, 7a, 7b each com 
prise a braid 25 enabling them to be turned down and 
kept closed, by making knots or loops, on the top of the 
bottom 2 of the suitcase. It will be seen that the flaps 
are of trapezoidal shape, for, if they are rectangular, 
as shown in FIGURE 10, it is particularly advantageous 
to provide pleats for facilitating the correct covering of 
the bottom. 

In FIGURE 12, the flaps 26 are connected by a zip 
fastener 27, whereas the side flaps 28 are engaged under 
the longitudinal flaps 26. 
The dimensions of the flaps depend on the size of the 

packaging. Nevertheless, the fan-shape of the devices 
whose dimensions are different may be limited, to make 
one and the same device capable of being utilized for 
approximate lengths and widths of packaging. 

In the foregoing, it was stated that the flaps or exten 
sions were particularly used for closing a suitcase; this 
device may, however, be also used for various other pack 
agings, e.g., as trunks, cases, etc. . . ..., used for trans 
porting various goods. 
The flaps or extensions can be made of any suitable 

materials, for example, natural or synthetic fabric, sheets 
or plastic, natural or synthetic materials, leather, 
etc. . . . 
The attachment of the flaps or extensions to the pack 

aging can be that stated above, but other means can also 
be employed. 

In all cases, the contents of packagings is flattened and 
held evenly and uniformly tightened, while facilitating 
the positioning of the lid. These packagings, and in 
particular, suitcases and trunks, can be opened during 
transport for easily removing any object wanted whereby 
it is only necessary to open the lid and turn back the 
extensions so as to be able to take the article sought, 
then after completely closing the extension, the lid can 
be easily closed again. 
Various modifications can be applied to the forms of 

embodiment of the invention, shown and described above, 
without leaving the scope of the invention. 



3,193,035 
3. 

I claim: - - - - 

1. In combination, a packaging element comprising a 
box-shaped container, a lid.hinged on said box-shaped 
container, at least two separate flexible strips fastened in 
side said container and each strip forming two opposed 
flaps extending above the sides of said container to forman. 
enclosure for the objects to be packaged within said con 
tainer, said flaps being formed by said two separate strips 
arranged lengthwise and transversely to the bottom wall 
of the container at the flap ends, so that adjacent flaps 
are separate and closure elements fixed at the upper 
periphery of the enclosure. - 

2. Packaging element, comprising a box-shaped con 
tainer, a lid hinged on said box-shaped container, at least 
two separate flexible strips fastened inside said container 
and each strip forming two r. opposed flaps extending 
above the sides of said container to form an enclosure 
for the objects to be packaged, said flaps being formed by 
said separate strips arranged lengthwise and transversely 
to the bottom wall of the container at the flap ends so 
that adjacent flaps are separate, and closure elements 
fixed at the upper periphery of the enclosure, said closure 
elements including rings fastened to the upper edge of 
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the strips and a cord being guided by the rings to close 
the enclosure formed by the flaps. 

3. In combination, a packaging element, comprising a 
container, a lid hinged on said container, at least two sepa 
rate flexible strips fastened inside said container to form a 
bottom lining and a box-shaped tray, said bottom-lining 
being fastened to the bottom of said container, opposed 
flaps extending from each of said flexible strips beyond 
the upper edges of the walls of said container to forman 
enclosure for the objects to be packed, each of said flaps 
being Separate from the adjacent flaps and comprising a 
hem formed on the upper opposed edges of each of said 
integral strips to enclose a cord for securing the load of 
said container on drawing together the same. . . . 
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4. 
4. In combination, a packaging element, comprising 

a container, a lid hinged on said container, a flexible en 
closure formed by at least four webbings fastened to the 
bottom of said container and by four articulated flexible 
lateral strips, each two of which are secured to opposite 
ends of two webbings and which form an inlet inside the 
walls of said container which extends higher than the 
walls of said container, two of said webbings extending 
in the longitudinal direction and two in the transverse 
direction of the container and thus being displaced to each 
other by an angle of 90, and closure means including 
cord guiding means at the upper edge of said strips of 
Said enclosure, and a cord guided in said rings. 
.5. In combination, a packing element comprising a 
box-shaped container, a lid hinged on said container, sepa 
rate flexible strips fastened in said container and extend 
ing beyond the upper edges of its upper walls, each of 
said strips being articulated in the form of separate flexible 
trapezoidal members comprising at their edges fastening 
means for maintaining said flaps assembled after having 
them turned down on the contents of said containers. 
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