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My invention relates to improvements in fold 
ing tables for use more particularly as camping 
equipment. 
The principal object in view is to provide a 

simply constructed, light-weight, folding table 
Which may be quickly set up for use, or knocked 
down and folded so as to form a portable chest 
for carrying articles, such as clothing, camping 
utensils or the like. 
Another object is to provide a table having 

legs adjustable independently in a convenient 
and expeditious manner when the table is set up 
to level the same on uneven ground. 

Still another object is to provide a table which 
when set up embodies a secret, or hidden, com 
partment for articles which it is desired to con 
ceal from view. 
Other and subordinate objects are compre 

hended by my invention, all of which, together 
with the precise nature of my improvements, will 
be readily understood when the succeeding de 
scription and claims are read with reference to 
the dra Wings accompanying and forming part 
of this specification. 
In said drawings: 
Figure i is a view in end elevation of a pre 

ferred embodiment of my invention, 
Figure 2 is a view in bottom plan, 
Figure 3 is a view in transverse section taken 

on the line 3-3 of Figure 2, 
Figure 4 is a similar view taken on the line 

4-4 of Figure 2 but with the legs in stored po 
sition, 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary view in transverse 
section taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 2 but 
with the table turned top side uppermost, 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary view in vertical sec 

tion taken on the line 6-6 of Figure 3 and drawn 
to an enlarged Scale, 

Figure 7 is a view showing the sections folded 
to form a chest, and 

Figure 8 is a view in perspective of one of the 
leg latches. 

Referring to the drawings by numeras, the 
illustrated embodiment of my improved table 
comprises as its basic elements a pair of elon 
gated, rectangular, box-like open sections , 2, 
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of the same size attached together at sides 
thereof by hinges, as at 3, for unfolding into 
side-by-side relation with bottoms uppermost to 
form the table top, as shown in Figures 1 and 3, 
and also for folding on said hinges. 3 into edge 
to-edgemating relation to form a chest, as shown 
in Figure 7. In the unfolded position of the 
sections , 2, the bottoms 4 thereof provide a 

50 

end thereof. 

substantially square flat top for the table, the 
ends 5 of said 'sections end flanges and the sides 
6 thereof side flanges depending from and sup 
porting said top. The hinges 3 are secured to 
the edges of the attached sides 6 so that said 
sides in the unfolded position of the sections f, 
2, abut and establish said unfolded position. 
The corners of the sections , , 2, adjacent the 
open sides thereof may be reinforced exteriorly 
of the sections by triangular plates 7 secured 
thereto by nails or screws 8. Means for locking 
the sections, 2, in unfolded position are pro 
vided in the form of the usual trunk latches of 
the snap action type, the complemental parts 
9 and ?o of which are secured to the ends 5 of the 
sections 1, 2, respectively, adjacent the hinged 
sides thereof. A pair of suitable handles i? are se 
cured, as at 2, to the ends. 5 of one section , 
or 2, as the case may be, for use in carrying 
the chest formed by the folded sections. 

Detachable corner legs 3 are provided for Sup 
porting the sections , 2, when unfolded and 
means for attaching said legs in position as 
followS. 
Each section. , 2, is provided therein with a 

partition bar. 4 suitably fixed to the bottom 4 
and ends, 5 of the section to extend alongside the 
detached side 6 thereof parallel with said side 
and laterally offset therefrom to form. With Said 
side 6 and the ends 5 a narrow Space 5 opening 
downwardly in the unfolded position of the sec 
tion. A pair of short posts 6 are Secured in 
each space 5 adjacent the ends 5 of the Sec 
tion to form a pair of transversely Square corner 
sockets in said section, also opening down 
wardly in said unfolded position of the Section 
and designed to slidably receive the upper ends 
of the legs 3, which legs are shaped to fit there 
in. The posts 6 may be secured in position by 
nails, as at 8. 
The legs 3 are vertically adjustable in the 

sockets 7 into different set positions by means of 
the following. Each leg 3 on the Side thereof 
opposed to the post 6 adjacent thereto is pro 
vided with ratchet teeth 9 adjacent the Upper 

Snap action latches 20 are pro 
vided on the posts 6 for engagement With the 
ratchet teeth 9 of the legs. Each latch 20 is 
of right-angled form and resilient metal and 
fixed at one end, as by a screw 2, to one side 
of the related post 6 with its other end 22 extend 
ing across the free end of the post 6 to ratchet 
over the teeth 9 of the related leg 3, the air 
rangement being such that said latch may be 
flexed away from the leg to disengage the end 



2 
22 thereof from the teeth 9 but reacts in the 
direction of the teeth to normally engage the 
same. A Screw 23 loosely extended through an 
aperture 24 in each latch 20 and into the post 6 
With a coil spring 25 thereon backing said latch 
additionally tensions the latch against disengage 
ment. Preferably each latch 20 is formed of a 
single strip of metal bent upon itself to form the 
part thereof below the screw 2 of double thick 
ness and to also form an eyelet-like finger grip 
26 for use in disengaging the latch. The legs 
3 are of a length and width to fit, when de 

tached, in pairs, one on top of the other, in the 
Spaces 5. 

Preferably each pair of legs 3 is reversely 
tapered, as shown in Figure 4, to reduce the 
amount of Space Occupied by the same when 
stored in the spaces 5. Each bar 4 is provided 
with a push bolt 26 slidable therein, centrally 
thereof, to be moved over the pair of legs 3 
Stored in the adjacent space 5 and thereby re 
tain the same in said space. 
A CrOSS partition 27 is provided in one section 

adjacent one end 5 thereof and between the bar 
4 and the hinged, or attached, side of the sec 

tion and a right-angled partition 28 between 
partition 27 and said end of the section to form 
adjoining Small compartments 29, 30, adapted 
to be closed by cover flaps 3f, 32, respectively, 
hinged, as at 33, to the partition 27 and said end 
5. The suitable latch 34 is provided for latching 
the cover flaps 3, 32, closed. A partition simi 
lar to partition 27 may be provided in the other 
sections , 2, as indicated at 35, to form in the 
Same an open-end compartment. 
AS Will now be seen, by disengaging the latches 

20, the legs 3 may be adjusted vertically to dif 
ferent Set positions to level the table as occa 
Sion may require. Also, by disengaging the 
latches 20, said legs 3 may be removed from 
the Sockets 7, stored in spaces 5 and locked 
therein by the bolts 26' so that the sections f, 2, 
with the legs 3 therein may be folded into 
chest forming relation. As will also be appar 
ent, the compartments 29, 30, when closed by 
the cover flaps 3, 32, form convenient storage 
Spaces which, When the sections , 2, are un 
folded, and the table set up, are concealed from 
view. Obviously, the compartments 29, 30, may 
be conveniently used in packing the chest for 
containing selected articles and separating the 
same from the remaining contents of the chest. 
The foregoing Will, it is believed, suffice to im 

part a clear understanding of my invention with 
out further explanation. 

Manifestly the invention, as described, is sus 
ceptible of modification without departing from 
the inventive concept, and right is herein re 
Served to such modifications as fall within the 
Scope of the subjoined claims. 
What I claim is: 
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1. In a folding table a pair of folding rectan 

gular box-like sections having sides and ends, 
hinges connecting sides of said sections together 
for unfolding into side-by-side relation with Con 
tiguous sides abutting and said sections opening 
downwardly whereby the bottoms of said sections 
form a top for the table, said sections being fold 
able on said hinges into edge-to-edge mating 
relation to form a chest, a pair of partition bars 
fixed in said sections, respectively, alongside the 
detached sides thereof and laterally Spaced there 
from, a pair of short posts fixed on each section 
between the detached side thereof and the par 
tition bar thereof to form together with said de 
tached sides and bars and the ends of the sec 
tions a pair of corner sockets in each section 
opening downwardly when said sections are un 
folded, a pair of corner legs for each section 
having upper ends adapted for insertion in the 
Sockets thereof and removable therefrom, and 
means to detachably secure said ends of said legs 
in said sockets for endwise adjustment into dif 
ferent Set positions to level the table, said par 
tition bars together With said posts and detached 
sides of the sections forming a pair of elongated 
side pockets in said sections, respectively, for 
the storage of said legs in pairs therein. When 
detached. 

2. In a folding table a pair of folding rectan 
gular box-like sections having sides and ends, 
hinges connecting sides of said sections together 
for unfolding into side-by-side relation with con 
tiguous sides abutting and said sections opening 
downwardly whereby the bottoms of said sections 
form a top for the table, said sections being fold 
able on said hinges into edge-to-edge mating 
relation to form a chest, a pair of partition bars 
fixed on said sections, respectively, alongside the 
detached sides thereof and laterally spaced there 
from, a pair of short posts fixed on each section 
between the detached side thereof and the par 
tition bar thereof to form together with said de 
tached sides and bars and the ends of the Sec 
tions a pair of corner sockets in each section 
opening downwardly when said sections are un 
folded, a pair of corner legs for each section hav 
ing upper ends adapted for insertion in the sock 
ets thereof and removable therefrom, and means 
to detachably secure said ends of said legs in 
said sockets for endwise adjustment into differ 
ent set positions to level the table, said partition 
bars together with said posts and detached sides 
of the Sections forming a pair of elongated side 
pockets in said sections, respectively, for the 
Storage of Said legs in pairs therein, when de 
tached, said partition bars being provided with 
pins slidable therein over the stored legs to re 
tain the same in said pockets and detachable 
When not in use. 

GILBERTA. HAIBECK. 


