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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GERHARD B. OSTDIEK, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Neola,
in the county of Pottawattamie and State of
Iowa,haveinvented anewand useful Forceps,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to forceps, and has
for its object to provide means for facilitat-
ing the connection and disconnection of the
members thereof.

Further objects and advautages of this in-

- vention will appear in the following descrip-

tion,and the novel features thereof will be par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a pair of foreceps constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention, the members be-
ing connected. Fig. 2 is a similar view show-
ing the members disconnected. Fig. 8 is a
detail view of the pivotal securing-plate or
latch inverted.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. .

The forceps consist of detachable members
1 and 2, provided at their point of intersec-
tion with flat bearing portions provided, re-
spectively, with an opening or bearing 3 and
a fulerum-pin or stud 4. Pivotally mounted
upon the shank or handle portion of the mem-
ber 2 is a securing-plate or latch 5, the same
having an enlarged flat head 6, which covers
the exposed end of the fulerum-pin or stud
when turned to the position illustrated in Fig.
1. This securing-plate or latch is preferably
mounted upon a fixed pivot 7 and is extended
beyond said pivot to form an operating ex-
tension or arm 8, which may be pressed by
the thumb of the operator to move the secur-
ing-plate into either its operative or inopera-
tive position. This rear end or extension of
the securing-arm is within convenient reach
of the thumb of a hand grasping the handle.

The device embodying my invention is par-
ticularly adapted for use as swine-forceps
wherein it is desirable to provide means for
positively securing the members in their op-
erative positions, and from the above descrip-
tion it will be seen that by the use of the
latch the parts may be connected or discon-
nected withoutloss of time and with the least
exertion upon the part of the operator.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention. . ’

Having described my invention, what I

claim is—
" 1. Forceps having separate members adapt-
ed to be overlapped at their fuleram-points
and provided, respectively, with a.fulerum-
pin and an opening adapted to receive said
pin, the pin being adapted to extend through
to the outer surface of the member having
the opening, and a securing-plate or latch
pivotally mounted upon the member carry-
ing the fulerum-pin and adapted to be ter-
minally arranged over the member having
the opening to bear upon the extremity of said
fulerum-pin,whereby detachment of the mem-
bers is prevented, except when the securing-
plate or lateh is deflected to remove its free
extremity from engagement with said ful-
crum-pin, substantially as specified.

2. Forcepshavingseparate members adapt-
ed to be overlapped at their fulecrum-points
and provided, respectively, with a fulerum-
pin and an opening fo receive said pin, said
pin being adapted to extend through to the
outer surface of the member having the open-
ing, and a securing-plate or latch pivotally
mounted at an intermediate point upon the
member having the fulerum-pin, and adapted
to swing terminally over the overlapping por-
tions of the members, when connected, to
bear upon the extremity of said fulerum-pin
and prevent accidental disengagement of the
members, and having its oppositely-extend-
ing arm arranged within reach of the fingers
of a hand grasping the handle of the member,
whereby said securing-plate or latch may be
swung in either direction, to lock or release
the members, without removing the hands
from the handles of the members, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

GERHARD B. OSTDIEK.

Witnesses:
H. H. PoGag,
FRED. BERG.
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