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This invention relates to illuminated display 
or advertising signs, and particularly of the type 
used in Stores, on counters or capable of other 
USeS. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
sign of this character which may be easily assem 
bled without the use of tools; in which the dis 
play sheets or panels can be easily changed with 
a minimum of effort, and by which the display 
matter will be rendered easily readable and at tractive. 
More particularly, the invention contemplates 

the provision of a frame and means by which the 
same may be rested on, or attached to, a counter 
or other support; a removable illuminating de 
vice is fitted within the frame, and facially op 
posed display panels are attached to the opposite 
sides of the frame and co-operate to form a lamp 
chamber between them, the several parts of the 
device being capable of ready assembly or dis 
assembly Without the use of tools. 
With these and other objects to be hereinafter 

set forth in view, I have devised the particular 
arrangement of parts to be described and more 
particularly pointed out in the claims appended 
hereto. 

In the accompanying drawing, wherein an illus 
trative embodiment of the invention is disclosed, 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the supporting 
frame for the sign; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view, taken substantially 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction 
of the arrows; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevational view of the com pleted sign; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view, taken Substantially 

on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3, looking in the direction of the arrows; 
Fig. 5 is a face view of one of the display panels, and 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view, in section, of one 

of the Side bars of the frame shown in Fig. 1. 
Referring to the drawing, indicates the frame 

of the sign. The same is of conventional con 
striction and frames of this character are widely 
used in stores and other business places for the 
advertising of merchandise and for other pur 
pOSes. Such frames usually contain one or more 
sheets of cardboard bearing advertising material 
or other indicia and are not illuminated. One 
of the objects of the present invention is to utilize 
a frame of this character for the support of dis 
play panels which will be illuminated by lighting 
means renovably mounted in the frame and be tween the display panels. 
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2 
The frame f is shown as being Substantially 

rectangular in shape, and includes an upper bar 
2, a lower bar 3, and the vertical side bars indi 
cated respectively at 4 and 5. The frame is 
is attached to a post 9 terminating in a base Oa. 
upon which the Sign is usually rested on a coun 
ter or other support. The vertical bar 4 is pro 
vided with a groove ; the bar 5 is provided with 
a groove 6, and the lower bar 3 is provided with 
a groove 8, the several grooves 6, 7 and 8 usually 
co-operating in the reception and support of a 
display card that is slipped into these grooves by 
entry through a slot 22 formed through the upper 
bar f. 
Mounted within the frame and extending 

across the Sane, and having three of its edges 
regeived in the grooves 6, 7 and 8, is a cross mem 
ber G in the form of a flat strip, which may be of 
metal or other suitable stiff and strong material. 
The strip to is placed in position by merely in 
Serting it at an angle within the frame and per 
mitting it to drop down in the grooves therein 
and cone to rest in the bottom groove 8, substan 
tially as shown in Fig. 1. The strip O and the 
lamp socket f supported thereby can be similar 
ly removed from within the frame whenever desired. 
The lamp socket is supported in upright 

position by means of an angle bracket 2 attached 
to it, said bracket having its vertical leg secured 
to the strip fo by rivets f3 or equivalent fastening 
elements. The socket receives a lamp bulb. 4, 
preferably of the elongated type shown, and a 
current-carrying cord 5 is connected at One 
end to the Socket and terminates at its other end 
in the conventional connection plug for attach 
ment to an electric outlet to thereby illuminate the lamp. 
The display sheets or placards are shown re 

spectively at 6 and 7, and are similar in shape 
and are each adapted to be printed or otherwise 
reproduced with advertising or display material. 
Each of these sheets is preferably made of trans 
lucent plastic material or any other lisable trans 
lucent material by means of which the advertis 
ing borne by the sheet will be enhanced or ren 
dered brilliant by the projection of light through 
the sheet. Each of the sheets 6 and it is rela 
tively stiff, but is capable of flexure to permit of 
its insertion in the frame , which flexure will 
be maintained, as seen in Figs. 3 and 4, while the sign is in its operative position. 
The sheets S and d are preferably at least 

as long in one direction as the height of the 
frame and are each somewhat, wider than the 

  



3. 
distance between the two vertical bars 4 and 5 
of the frame. This causes the Sheets to a SSune 
the flexed condition shown in FigS. 3 and 4, When 
the opposite marginal edge portions 8 and 9 
of the sheets are inserted in the grooves 6 and 
of the vertical bars 4 and 5. It will be noted 
that the corners of the sheets 6 and are 
notched or cut away as indicated at 23 and this 
permits the upper and iower edge portions 23 and 
24 of sheets 6, and to extend over and cover 
the upper and lower bars 2 and 3 of the frame 
. In fact, the sheets may be somewhat longer 
than the height of the frame if desired, and 
these upper and lower edge portions, 23 and 24 
of the sheets can respectively extend above the 
top and bottom of the frame. After the lighting unit, consisting of the strip 
10, the socket , lamp its and associated parts, 
has been inserted in the frame , as ShoWh in 
Fig. 1, the display panels or sheets 6 and 7 are 
then inserted in the frame. This is done by flex 
ing: each sheet and inserting its sideredges 3 and 
9.into the grooves 6 and . Since the sheets: 6 
and are of greater-Width than the distance 
between the vertical bars 4 and 3, it will be ap 
parent that each sheet, after having its:edges 
inserted in the grooves -5 and will remain in the 
outwardly bowed condition clearly seen in Fig. 4. 
The tendency of the-sheets to straighten or flatten 
out Will, of-course, serve to retain the same in 
place and-in the bowed- condition described, in 
the frame. :The two sheets 6- and E, in the facially dis 
posed position just described, and illustrated in 
Figs; 3 and 4, thus tend to bow or bulge away 
from one another and they thereby produce be 
tween them a chamber 21 in which the lighting 
unit, is-now-housed. The bulge or bow of the two 
sheets...f6 and f is: preferably sufficient to cause 
the sheets to clear- the lanpi, 4, thus preventing 
them from being burned or overheated by Con 
tact therewith. - It Willige further noted that the lamp channber 
2, produced as above described, is open; at the 
top and bottom and thus ventilation for the lamp 
is a SSured. From the foregoing, the usefulness of the de 
scribed device-will be readily apparent. The 
lighting unit can be easily dropped into position 
in-the frame and connected to a Source of elec 
trical current; the sign sheets or placards: 6 and 
it can be placed in position and as easily re 
moved by engaging or disengaging them with the 
grooves 6 and , and thus a simple, Well-illumi 
nated and attractive sign can be readily produced 
to suit the requirements of the user. 
: While I have herein stated that the sign shall 
be arranged with the vertical or side bars 6 and 
5 engaging the edges of the sheets, the sign: can 
be arranged at right angles to the position in 
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which it is now shown. That is to say, the sign 
sheets as well as the ends of the Strip to might 
engage in grooves provided in upper and lower 
bars of the frame and the chamber 2 would then 
be open at the ends of the frane rather than at 
the top and bottom as now disclosed. Having 
described one embodiment of the invention, it is 
obvious that the same is not to be restricted 
thereto, but is broad enough to cover all struc 
tures coming; within the scope of the annexed 
claim.S. 
What I claim is: 
1. An illuminated sign comprising, a Substan 

stially: rectangular grooved-edge frame, a cross 
member in the form of a strip extending across 

- the frame and having its opposite ends received 
: in the groove, in the frame, a lamp socket mount 
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ed on and projecting upwardly from the strip, 
a lamp received in said socket, the lamp being 
surrounded by the frame, a display sheet of 
greater Size in One direction than the frame-dis 
posed over. One face of the frame, said sheet hav 
ing opposite edge portions disposed in the groove 
in the frame to cause said sheet to assume an out 
Wardly-bowed condition, a similar sheet arranged 
over the opposite face of the frame, the two sheets 
co-operating in forming a lamp chamber between 
them in which the lanp is located. 

2. An illuminated sign comprising, a frame having grooved parallel side-bars-and-upper and 
lower cross bars connecting the same, a pair of 
display - sheets each having edges fitted in the 
grooves in the side-bars and having portions, ex 
tending over and covering the upper and lower 
cross-bars, the sheets being of such a size rela 
tive to the distance between the side bars that 
said sheets - assume an outwardiy-bowed condi 
tion when fitted in the grooves in said side bars, 
the bowed sheets defining a chamber between 
them, a cross member located in said chamber 
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between the sheets, said cross member being in 
the form of a flat strip having a lower edge sup 
ported by the lower crossbar, said cross member 
having its ends - engaged in the grooves in the 
side bars, a lamp socket carried by the cross 
member and logated in the chamber between the 
sheets, said socket being secured at the top of 
the cross member and carrying a lamp. 
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