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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Georor W. Dowxs,
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of the city of New York, borough of
Manhattan, in the county and State of New
York, have invented a new and linproved
Sanitary Telephone Attachment, of which

the following 1s a full, clear, and exact de- .

seription.

This invention relates to telephony and.

has particular reference to means for safe-
guarding a user of an ordinary telephone
from infection or-disease which is likely
to be transmitted to his lips by contact with
a public telephone mouthpiece. =
Among the objects of the invention is to
provide an attachment of the character set
forth which may be of a simple and cheap
nature and hence may be easily applied to
the ordinary form of telephone mouthpiece
and used by any individual or in the case
of a public telephone such attachment may
be carried in one’s pocket and easily ap-
plied and removed after being used, either
to be discarded or returned to the pocket
for subsequent use. _ :
A further object of the invention is to
improve this sort of devices in such a way
as to render them cheaper and therefore
more- readily accessible for use as required
and also to provide a device which may be

“more_reliable in its codperation with™ the

mouthpiece.

The foregoing and .other objects of the
invention will hereinafter be more fully de-
scribed and claimed and illustrated in the
drawings accompanying this specification in
which Iike characters of reference §ndicate

corresponding parts in all the views)and in’

which— . )
Figure 1 represents a face view of one

formn of this invention; Fig. 2 is a vértical

secfional view of the same applied to a
telephone; Fig. 8 is a face view of a blank

for the formation of a modification ‘of the"

invention; Fig. 4 is a face view of such

‘medification complete; Fig, 5 is an edge

view of the same looking toward the right

in Fig. 4; Fig. 6 is a further modification

embodying the same principles as the other
forms; Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view
on the line 7—7 of Fig. 6; and Figs. 8 and

h

9 are front and edge views respectively of
a still further modification, ) :
Referring more particularly to the draw-

ings- it is to be noted that in all forms of

this invention the attachment is designed to

be made of a single strip of any suitable
sheet material and so shtted, stamped or
formed as to provide a substantially stiff
or rigid body portion of any suitable form
or-size, a tongue free and preferably round-
ed ‘at one end and connected at its other
end to the body, and a hanger adjacent the
tongue and including a pair of compara-
tively narrow and hence flexible straps
through which the hanger is comnected 1o

65

the body, all of said parts being integral -

when the attachment is made of a single
strip of material. :

The inaterial may be cardboard, paper,
celluloid or any other suitable fibrous or

70

plastic material. The attachment, therefore, =

may be produced in large quantities. very .

cheaply, or if it is to be made of a more

75

‘permanent nature the material may be ac-
cordingly more expensive. The primary gb-'
-ject, however, in this regard is ‘to produce

them so cheaply as to bring them within

the use of every telephone user .or operator.

80

It is to be noted furthermore that the at-
tachment may be of such a nature .as to

render it an-excellent medium for advertis-
g purposes, the advertisement to be print-

| ed or otherwise arranged upon the face

thereof where it may be conspicuous when

“the person is about to_use the ‘telephore.

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1
and 2, it ‘will be noted that the strip of ma-
terial comprises a pendant body - portion 10

and so slitted at 11 as to provide an open-

-ing, the upper portion of ‘which is prefer-

ably circular and of suth a size as‘to receive

‘the mouthpiece, A of an ordinary telephone.

85

S0

'shown as substantially rectangular in form . .

95

That portion of the strip of material sur- .-
rounding the opening 11 constitutes. what *

may be termed a “ hanger” 12 which in-

cludes' a pair of straps 13 whereby the’

hanger is connected to or made integral with

the body portion 10. The straps 13.‘being

comparatively narrow, they will be rela-
tively flexible, making 3 easy for the hanger
to be pressed back at 1ts.top for engagement

100
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with the upper edge or lip ¢ of the mouth-
piece. It is to be noted furthermore that
the hanger is continuous frem one strap to
the other whereby it is sufficiently strong
for its purpose .and well adapted for sup-
perting the attachment in place upou the
moutlipiece.  This device. also includes an
upwardly |)m)ectlng tongie 14 formed si-

multaneously ~with- the unttuw of the slit

foriming the . opening 11 abovc described.
The b‘tse 15 of the tongue opposlte its round-

~ed free end 16 1s thel efore. integral with
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the upper portion of the body 10 “Wwhen_ the
device is made from a single strip of ma-
terial. The invention in this form, there-
fore, may be made very cheaply ‘and put
out as altractive souvenirs. Tt is possible,
therefore, to supply any suitable number of

‘them for any telephone which is used re-

peatedly by the public or différent individ-
uals. A person about to ase the telephone
may take one of these cards or devices and

~apply it to the tclephone mouthpiece in the

manner set forth, the position thereof being

such. that the t01mue 14 will subbtantnllv-
.cover or guard the. usually exposed edge or

lip of-.the mouthpiece, keeping the. same

‘from contaminating the person or user of

the telephone. .

I have found by a series of experiments of
considerable extent that the tongue of such
an attachmeént may.be of comparatively
thick or stiff nature without materially af-

fecting the acoustic propex ties of the instru-
‘ment, especially when one’s mouth is placed
dlrectly in_front thereof. If desired, how--

ever, the tongue 14 may be provided with a
series of perforations which will more freely
transmit the sound vibrations of the voice
and yet will not detract from the sanitary
nature of the attachment.’

Kigs. 3, 4 and 5 illustrate a slightly m0d1

fied form of the invention in which the strip

of material is preferably a little longer than
that previously described and in the cutting

" of the blank there is formed.an opening 11"
for the reception of the mouthpiece as be-

fore, and this opening is syrrounded by a
hanger 12 having the same character of
straps 13 as b(,fore described. The tongue
147, however, 1s formed below the opening

117 by slits 17, ‘and the portions of the

blank adjacent the slits 17 may be shortened
in any suitable manner, hente, as shown,
are folded, each twice upon itself substan-
tially on the lines 18 and 19, the parts 20
being folded upon the outer face of the

- . portions 21 to which the lywer ends of the

. straps are connected.

60

The body portion 10/

‘is bent downwardly on the line 19 and upca

the original rear faces of the parts 20. Ry
virtue-of the slits 17, however, the tongue
14’ will remain in its original position with
vespect to the body 10" and will occupy a

1,066,388

place directly over the opening 11’ and
preferably such tongue should be slightly
longer than said opening so as to more thor-
oughly guard or protect the mouthpiece
from contaminating tendencies. The p‘uts
folded as described “and shown in Fig. 5
be loose or positively secured in pexm’ment
position.  As in the other formn of the inven-

tion, however, the tongue will still be of o

smvle thickness of m‘tteual and the same’is
true also of the hanger which should be
miade of a comparatively flexible nature for
easy codperation with the mouthpiece.

Trigs. 6 and 7 show another form of the

mventmn made from a single blank and so’

stamped as to provide an opening 11’ and

hanger .12 having characteristics identical

with those already described. = The body

65
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portion 10" in this form of the invention

is produced by bending a portxon of the strip-

upon itself along the line 18’ such lower
portion when bent up constituting | the
tongue 14’ and conformmfr to the afore-
said opening 11", The two parts-of the
body thus formed nuy be gummed together,
making a relatively rigid body but leaving
the tongue and hanger portions each of sin-
ole thlckness and comparatively thin’ a.nd
flexible as in the other forms.

85
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In the form of the invention shown’ in-

Figs. 8 and 9, each side edge of the device
1s pmwded with an inwardly projecting -
transverse slot 22 into or-through which the.
folded end 18’ of the styapis prOJected for

the purpose of maintaining the parts folded
and substantially in the pOSltIOll in-which
they are intended to.operate.- By virtue of
this construction it is possible to make a de-
vice - of the character herein described, of
thin paper and maintain the proper form
without depending ‘upon any special fasten-
ing means for-the straps. v

Having thus described my mventxon, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Lottels
Patent;

1. The herein descr Lbed ‘sanitary tele-
phone attachment comprising a. relatively

95
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stiff . pendant body portion, an upwardly -
projecting tongue integral at one end with

“the body por t10n and a continuous support-

ing hanger .L(l]‘LCC'lt the tongue, siid hanger
mdudmg a pair of flexible straps ldjacent
the base of the tongue and formed integral

115

with the body portlon, substantially . as set

forth.
2. The herein described s‘tmt(uy tele-
phone attachment comprising a single:strip

of cheap sheet material so formed as to-

provide and include a relatively stiff body

‘portion, the strip adjacent the body portion

being pmv1ded with an opening’ to receive
the telephone mouthpiece, the - strip sur-

120
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rounding the opening being continuous and -

constituting a hanger. mcludm(r a pair of
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flesible straps connected to the body pertion,
and an upwardly projecting tongue con-
forming to said opening and adapted to
guard  the mouthpiece ewbraced by the
hanger, said straps being shortened to cause
the hanger to extend downward iu the rear
of the upper free end of the tongue.

| In testimony whereof I have signed my
| name to this specification in the presence of
| two subscribing witnesses.
| GEORGE WASHINGTON DOWNS.
¢ Witnesses:
! Gpo. 1. Brrier,

Puiure . Roruraus.



