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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN F. ADAMS, of 

Irvington, Westchester county, New York, 
have invented an Improvement in Instruments 
for Buttoning, Cutting, &c., of which the fol 
lowing is a 'specification: 
The object of my invention is to produce an 

instrument for buttoning shoes, gloves, &c., 
and which can also be used for a variety of 
useful purposes; and it consists in the device 
hereinafter more particularly described and 
claimed. In the accompanying drawing, forming a 
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents 
a plan view of an instrument embodying my 
invention, showing the same open. Fig. 2 is 
a plan view of the same, closed. Fig. 3 rep 
resents a modification of the contour of the 
hook, being varied from that in the previous 
figures. Fig. 4 shows a modification of my 
invention when one hook is employed. 
A and B are level's, pivoted at C upon a 

rivet or screw, in common use. One end of 
each of these levers is provided with a flat 
tened portion or a knob, F, to enable the 
thumb and finger or fingers to firmly grasp 
the same. 
provided with a hook, H, rounded off to a 
point or an approximate point, as shown in 
the drawings. - 
To button a glove or shoe, the points of the 

hooks H are brought together, as shown in 
Fig. 2, and inserted through the button-hole. 
The looks are then separated and placed 
around and closed over the shank of the but 
ton, which latter is then drawn through the 
button-hole, or the latter over it. The le 
ver's are then opened and the hooks with 
drawn. 
As the hooks enlbrace the button-shank on 

both sides there is no danger of the button 
slipping, especially if the glove or shoe is 
tight, and has to be stretched to be buttoned. 

In Figs. 1 and 2 I have shown the hooks H. 
of a semicircular form. They may, however, 
be made in the form shown in Fig. 3, or of a 
similar form, which enables them to be placed 
around the shank of the button and grasp the 
Sale, 

In Fig. 4 I have shown a modification of 
the instrument when used as a buttoner. In 

The other end G of these levers is 

this but one hook is employed, which is made 
larger than those shown in the other figures, 
and which, when the levers A B are brought 
together, abuts against the end G of lever 
B. By this modification the same result of 
securely grasping the shank of the button is 
secured as when two hooks are employed. 
The levers A and B may have their contig 

uous edges sharpened like a pair of scissors, 
and the instrument thus adapted to cut as 
well as button. 
When the contiguous edges of the levers A 

and B are sharpened, one of the hooks H 
(shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3) may be dispeused 
with; but I prefer to provide both levers 
with hooks. These hooks may either form a 
part of the levers, or they may be made sep 
arate from, and attached to, the levers by 
any of the common means in use for this pur 
pose. These hooks, having the form described, 
are lseful for untying knots, and may also be 
used as pinchel's. 
When the hole in the shoe or glove is too 

simall to receive both hooks when brought to 
gether, one of the hooks may be used. 
The advantages possessed by my instru 

ment are, that it can easily be placed over 
the button, is not liable to slip from the same, 
and can be readily removed from it. 
The hooks are so formed as to be useful for 

untying knots, &c., and when the contiguous 
edges of the levers are sharpened, it becomes 
a useful article for clerks in stores, and for the 
Work-basket. 
Having thus described my invention and 

the merits it possesses, what I claim as new, 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. The pivoted levers A and B, provided 
with rounded hooks H, adapted for use sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

2. The pivoted levers A and B, sharpened 
upon their contiguous edges, and provided 
with a hook or hooks, H, substantially as 
shown and described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of . 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN E. ADAMS. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN C. FosTER, Jr., 
CHARLES D. HUGHES. 
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