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1 Claim:

This invention relates to new-and useful im=-

provements in envelopes. .

More particularly, the prgsent invention pro=*

poses & novel envelope: construction which -will: -

completely enclose an inserted-article. and which-
is provided with means arranged in a manner so-

that the envelope may be quickly opened.and the -

article removed from:the. envelope all in oneg mo=--

tion without the necessity of .touching the article -

to remove it from. the ‘envelope.
‘Another object of the present invention: pro-

poses the construction of -an envelope character=-

ized by.an envelope body which may be designed

to completely enclose and keep clean such arti="
cles as‘letters, greeting cards for birthdays and:
the like, advertising circulars;-tea bags, different -

types. of surgical dressings=—~Band-Aids and the
like and other similar articles which can be con-
veniently. placed within an envelope.-

A further object-of the present invention. pro-
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poses providing the envelope body* with a string -
which ‘hds one end.projected- to the exterior-of -
the envelope” body'.through at:-least one opening -

formed therein in' a manner -so that by the sim-

ple .expedient of pulling that: projected end of-

25

the string the envelope body 'will be-opened-after-

it ‘has.been closed: .

The present invention further proposes ‘several”

different methods of securing the other-or inner-

end of.  the string to the article contained-within

30

the .envelope body 'so that continued: pulling on-
the string after the envelope hody hasbeen-opened:~
will cause the article to pull out of-the-open:side
of the envelope body eliminating the necessity:~

of . touching" the article to remove-it - from the-

envelope: body.

35

Still further, ‘the presentinvention- proposes
forming the envelope body opposite the side ‘which-~
is“to be opened by pulling the string in-such-a -

manner that'a convenient hand hold may be had

40

onthat" opposite” side” while pullirig—the-string -

without "gripping the-adjdcent side:of “the con-

tained-article in a manner ‘so-that-the article-is ~
always free:to be pulled out of the envelope body. ™

A _still fuither. object of - the present invention-
proposes novel means for attaching-the projected-

45

one'end of the string to the outside of the-envelope -

body ‘in a manner-to prevent unintended-pulling-

of-that projected end of the string.

It is 'a further -object of “the present invention-

B0

to provide envelopes-having” the advantages-set:-

forth’ -above “which “is - simple ' and -durableand
which-can be manufactured-and sold at a reason-
able cost”

‘For-further-comprehension: of - the “invention;

55

‘théreof broken gway; of another portion of Figr.3.:~

' 2
and of the-objects and-advantages thereof; Tef- -
erence-will ‘be had to’the following: description:
and accompanying drawings,'and to the-appended.
claim in which the various novel features :of-’th'e’-‘«r

‘invention:are more ‘particularly set forth:

In the ‘accompanying dra,wmgs forming & ma-: £
terial part of this disclosure: B
Fig:1 is‘a front- elevatmnaltvzew of -an envelope.=
constructed in‘-accordahce  with! the present- 1n~
vention.- )
Fig. 2 i5‘a rear perspective view of Fig. 1.7 :
Fig. 3 is a rear elevational:view, but with the -
flap of the envelope m ‘its‘open posﬂuon prlor to™-
being sealed: -shut. :
Fig. 4 is an enlarged partial longltudlnal sec<+

‘ tional view taken on the line 44 6f Fig:-3. "~

Fig. 5 is an enlarged detalled view of & portlon
of Fig. 3. :
PFig. 6 is an enlarged detailed view, with a part:s -

Fig’ 7-is ‘an enlarged-partial -longitudinal ::‘s‘ec‘
tional view taken on the:line:T—T of Fig. 3.

Fig. 8 s an: enlarged sectional-view taken on o
the line 8-=8 of Fig. 3. i

Fig. 9 is a rear eleva,tlonal view of an: envelope
constructed in‘accordance with'a mod1ﬁcat10n of"-~
the"present: invention.: -

Pig. 10"is a view similar:to-a portlon of Fig: 9
but with ‘the' closure: ﬂafp‘ ‘in dts open: pos1t10n =
prior to being sealed: shut."

Fig’ 11 is-an.enlarged: sectlonal v1ew taken on i
the-line 1l-i1i of Fig.-10:

Figi-12"is a front-elevational-view of:an-en:.
velope-constructed in'accordance with-a still fur«:

‘ther modification of the present invention and’ for

containinga tea -bag: -

Tig. 13 is a rear elevational view of Figi12:«
Fig. 14 is ‘enlarged detailed-view -of a portion
of Fig. 13.with..a portion thereof broken a,wa,y :
to.reveal interior -constructions:- )

Fig. 15 .is ‘a perspective view. of the -tea: bag -
after.being removed from the envelopeillustrated -
in. Figs. . 12. to..14. . '

Fig.:..16.is a.rear. elevation of a modification -
of the -envelope “for..containing a greeting, card -
and with a portion thereof.broken away. to reveal :
interior :constructions.-.

Fig:17 is:a view.similar.to Fig. 16, but.illus-,
trating the envelope prior to being sealed.shut and .
with a portion thereof broken..away-fo.reveal.
interior::constructions; -

Pig.:18 is a rear-elevational view-of the card..
tobe:used in'the form-of the invention.illustrated..
in ‘PFigs.»16and A17." '
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Fig. 19 is an enlarged cross sectional view taken-

on the line 19—19 of Fig. 17.

PFig. 20 is an enlarged sectional view taken on
the line 20—20 of Fig. 18.

The envelope, according to the first form of the
present invention illustrated in Figs. 1 to 8, in-
cludes an envelope body 25 formed of paper ma-
terial as is generally known in the art to which
the present invention pertains. The front face
of the envelope body 25; see Fig. 1, is plain for
the name and address of the addresser 25. the
name and address of the addressee 271 and the
usual stamp 28 so that the envelone can be used
to mail a letter, advertising circular or similar
article 29 positioned within the envelope body 25.

As clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3, one end of
the envelope body 25 is open and formed with a
closure flap 30 which is to be used for closing the
open end of the envelope body after the article 29
has been placed therein. The inner face of the
free edge portions of the closure flap 30 is pro-
vided with the usual mucilage 31, see Figs. 3 and

5
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8, for sealing the closure flap in its envelope clos- -

ing position.

The end of the envelove body 25, opposite the
closure flap 30, is sealed together by an inter-
vening layer of mucilage 32, see particularly Fig,
4, and the application of pressure forming inden-
tations 33 on the two faces of the envelope body,
as shown in Figs. 1 to 3. Sealing together that
opposite end of the envelove body 25 retains the
inserted article 29 from being inserted comnletely

to that end of the: envelobe body. see PFig. 4,-

providing a convenient hand hold at that opposite
end of the envelope body for a purpose which
will become clear as this specification vroceeds.
Novel means is provided in connection with the
closure flap 30 whereby one simple motion can be
employed for opening that end of the envelope
body and for withdrawing the article 29 from
within the envelove body 25. That means is com-
prised of a tab 34 which is loosely adhered to the
inside face of the closure flap 30 by a weakly ad-
hering mucilage 35.
formed of a piece of cloth material to be relatively
strong and the mucilage 35 is a relatively weak
one s0 that the tab can be pulled free of its attach-
ment with the closure flap 30 very easily. The

The tab 34 is preferably’

25

4 .

the inner face of the junction of the envelope
body 25 and the closure flap 30 to the corner of
the envelope at the other side of the closure flap,
At that corner at the other side of the closure
flap 30, the string continues into an outer end
portion 374 projected to the exterior of the en-
velope body 25 through a notch 41, which is simi-
lar to the notch £0.

Means is provided for securing :the. projected
outer end portion 374 of the string 37 to the outer
face of the closure flap 30 so as to retain the
string against being accidentally pulled. That
securing means comprises a sticker 42 of destroy-
able paper provided on its inner face with a layer
of mucilage 43, see Fig. 8, by which the sticker is

“secured to the outer face of the closure flap 30
over the projected outer end portion 374 of the
string 317, as shown in Pig. 2.

. The rear face of the envelope body 25, see Figs. 2
and 3, carries suitable indicia for indicating the
manner of opening the.envelope. That indicia
is preferably imprinted on the envelope body 25
and includes the words “To Open” with an arrow
44 pointing to the indentations 33 and the words

_“Hold Here” imprinted adjacent those indenta-.

“tions 33 on the back face of the envelope body 25.
Thus, the envelope body 25 is to be held in one:
hand at the indentations 33 so that the envelope.
body will be gripped without at the same fime

30, gripping the article 29 which is to be withdrawn

“from the envelope body 25. - Extending from the

words “To Open” there. is a second imprinted ar- .
row 45 pointing to the words “Pull String” im-
printed on the outer face of the closure flap 30 ad- .

35 jacent the anchored outer end portion 374 of the '

40,

string 31, indicating that the outer end portion -
of the string is to be pulled.

The manner of using the envelope of the pres-
ent invention is as follows:
The addresser after suitably addiessing the

““front face of the envelope body and affixing the

exposed face of the tab is provided with a layer -

of strong mucilage 36 which is to be moistened at :

the time the closure flap 30 is being sealed shut
so that the tab will adhere itself to the exvosed
face of the inserted letter, advertising circular or
other article 29. 'The area of the article 29 to

which the tab 34 will adhere itself in the closed -

position of the closure flap 30 is indicated by the
dot and dash lines 342 in Fig. 3. .

Arranged in connection with the tab 34 and
forming part of the envelope opening and article
ejecting means, there is a string 31.. The string
37 has its inner end 872, see particularly Fig. 6,
passed through a hole 38 formed in the free edge
portion of the tab 34 and tied into a knot securely
attaching that inner end 37= to the tab. The
string 37 then continues into a short portion 31
projected through an aperture 39 formed at the
junction of the envelope body 25 and the closure
flap 30.. That short portion 370 projects along
the outside face of the junction of the em_/elope
body 25 and the closure flap 30 to an adjacent
corner of the envelope. .

At that adjacent corner of the envelope, the
string 31 extends into the envglope body 25
through a small noteh 49, see particularly Fig. 5,
and has a long portion 37° which extends along

T
L
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postage stamp 28, then inserts his letter, advertis-
ing circular or similar article 29 into the envelope
body at the open end thereof. The mucilage 36 on
the tab 34 and the mucilage 31 on the inner face

““of the closure flap-30 are then moistened and the

flap folded to its position closing the open end of

the envelope body 25 so that thé rmucilage 31 will

secure that flap in its envelope closing position.

Simultaneously, the mucilage 36 will adhere the
tab 34, since the tab is loosely adhered to the inner

face of the flap 30 by the mucilage 35, to the

area on the article 29 indicated by the dot and

dash lines 34* in Fig. 3. The envelope is then

.ready to be posted in the usual manner. R

“ When the envelope is received by the addresses,:
he follows the instructions imprinted on the back

of ‘the envelope body 25 for opening the. same. .
First, the envelope body 25 is gripped in one hand

at the indentations .33. Then, with the. other

‘hand, the addressee pulls the outer end portion

37¢ of the string 37 breaking the destroyable

sticker 42. Continuance of. the pulling .on the

string 37 will first sever the junction of the

-envelope body 25 and theclosure flap 30 opening

that end of the envelope body 25 beftween the

inner ends of the notches 40 and 41 for the with-

drawal of the article 29. As pulling on the string

317 is continued in the same direction-—away from

the envelope body 25—the attachment of the in-

ner end portion 372 of the string to the tab 34

will cause that tab to be pulled free of the inner

face of the closure flap- 30 due to its attachment
to that inner face by the weaker mucilage 35. -
However, as the tab 34 has been adhered to the
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_article 29:iby:thesstrongersmucilage::86;: atrthe:e
time that the closure flap 30 was closed, that:
continuancesof:thex pullinig . enthé: string: 31 will
causesthe drticle:29:10 be withdrawnofrom:thes::

envelope:body:through:thé open end: thereof:z. 5

Since stlhie:envelope :hddy:25-wasibeing . held: a
the-indentations:33;thearticle 29 was:not bein
gripped:and wasifree:tombe: pulled fromzthe en_
velope body by the string 31.. :

Heretofore; it thds been ,customary“when Open- 10‘

ingmailing. envelopes:to:slitooneend or:one lonz:..
gitudinal side of the envelopé bodyand to reach:™
inte:the body towremove:the.contents:: However,
therslitting  action oftén leaves-raw-edges-onthe.«
paper stockofwhich -the envelope is formed with::15
a result dhatcannoying cuts: have-been received: it
wheén:reachingiinto:the envelope body. . The ars+
rangement:ofi:the string 37:inithe:present invens=:
tion:provides convenient:means: by which:the::-

envelopescan beopened-and:the contents removed: 20.

as-one eontinuous:operation:without-being:sub=<:--
jected totheannoying cuts-received:-when:reach=: -
ing:into:sconventionally: constructed: envelopes-to::
remavesthe contents.:

In the:modification of:the:inventioh .illustrated::25"

in Figss9.t0:11, the construction:of :the: envelopeg: -
is -similar:tocthat: previously. described:differing.:
merely:in: the means for:anchoring.the .outercend.:
portion 31¢ of :the:string:=37% to:retainnit against -«
beingraccidentallypulled:: 30

The ssecuring::means; of dthe: modification. is::
characterized by dhe:fact-that: theoulersend pors:.
tion:z: 3714 of: the string 31! after: being:projected ..
to ;the:exterior: of: therenvelope: body: 25 thraugh: -
thenotch-&1; is bentrabout the adiacent edge pors: 35
tiomof theflap: 30 and: seenred:to the inner:face:
thereof -by:a- destroyable paper sticker 424 having: ;
mucilage 43’ on its innersfate ranchoring: that::
outer:end.portion 3T hetween the adjacent faces
of the envelope body 25 and the flap 30 with the . 40
free end::projectirigifrom-: between.those: faces,
as shown in.-Fig. 9, -so. that-a grip can be had
thereon.

From Figs, 10 and 11, it is- apparent that the -

layer-cf-flap sealing-mucilage 34" is! ‘applied aver 43

the exposed face of the sticker 42’"so that:all of
the free-edges of-the-flap -80.will' be secured to:
the envelope body when-thie-closure 'ﬁap is‘in its™
envelope closing:position: .

In other. respects the form..of the invention.-50
illustrated in.Figs. 9 to 11 is similar-to thatillus-
trated. in. Figs; 1 to 8 and like reference numerals
identify liké.parts in all of the views:« )

In the modification of the present 1nvent10n
shown in Figs. 12 fo 15, the article 29’ inserted 55
into the envelope body 25’ is in the form of a con-
ventional tea bag. The inner end. portion 37&
of the string 37’' is secured to the tea bag by
the usual rust resistant staple 48, see Figs. 14
and 15.

Attached to the outer end portion 374 of the
string 81’’, by means of a staple 47, is the usual
tag 48 which is not adhered to the envelope body
25’. The front face of the envelope body 28’
is imprinted with the name of the packer of the 65
tea and pertinent data on the brewing of the tea,
while the back face of the envelope body 2%
is imprinted with the instructions for opening
the envelope as in the previous forms of the in-
vention.

The construction provides a convenient en-
velope for completely enclosing the fea bag 29’
retaining the same clean and at the same time,
by gripping the tag 48 and pulling thereon the
string 37" is caused to open the envelope hody 75

60

70

6%
and:toswithdraw:the:teasbag 28 ifromeithieensz:
velopesbady 25 with: the.tag:48sstill grivped:i
one’svhand:for- immersing: the:teabdguinvhot:
water without-ever:having to-handle.the teasbagi:

In: .other:respeets;.the: forme of: the. invention
illustrated-in Figs: .12 to:15 is also similar: to:that:t
illustrated in:Figs, 1 to:8.and:liké reference nu~:-
meralsiare used:throughdut to:identify like:partsis:

In‘the firial:modificatioh of the present:invens.:
tion:zillustrated in Figs::16:t0- 20,vthe envelope:::
is ‘designed ' primarily for use with greeting -
cards—-ofithé type used-:on birthdays, Vilentine’s
Day, Baster, Thanksgiving Day-and Christmass=—
or the like which are 1mpr1nted on relatlvely stiff: ™
cardboard.i

THie -envelope .is characterlzed by an envelope»c"
bodyiE8:ihaving a closure fdp 51 alohg one of its::
longitudinal-edges andsvhichis provided on- th:
inner faee ~along its’ free ~edgest-with' seahn !
mucilage: 5257 :

Adabpted: to-be mserted into“the :envelepe- bod
§0%in :thésopen- position: of -thé:-fap- 5i5there-isi
an-article 58 in-theé-form of a. greeting-eard fm-
printed-on .one :face of relatively -stiff: cardboard
or the like; -

THe ene end of--the: envelopQ body:50Thds- it
layers secured together by means of-4 mucﬂag =
or the likeand- brovided with -indentations-5#<
on-the-two - fates thereof, - providing. a hand-hold-~
as+in> the.previous-forms- of--the- invention.~

A string §5“hasan: inher-end:portion -55s sez-
cured to the rear face of the -greetifigrcard 535
adjacent one:eorner- thereof ‘hy:means -of-a-tab
56 formed-of: cloth ‘or ctherirelatively strong-ma-- -
terial: - The inner -face-of the:tab- 8¢ is provided--
with a layer-of mueilage 51, see Fig.-20; by which ™
it is adhered bo'thé ereeting card-53and the nners:
end- porticn -§%2-6f -the string-55:+ The- exposedv
face of-the-tab 86~ is icolored-red,-‘as* shown in *
Fig:-18;and the back of-the -envelepe is imprinted: -
adjacent-one corner-with: 'a red-marker-88& see«
Figs:16 and17; indicating-that when-the eard: 53 :°
is properly’ positioned- within theenvelope -body
50<the red-colored tab B5=Will be locantﬂd beneathf-‘
the red‘marker-58i+ o

The end of the envelope-body- adjacent the: -
red-inarker-58-is formed--witl’ a slit ‘or opening
59i“which- extends from--the adjacent’ corner+-
toward-the flap ‘81-for' a considerable-distance:-
past-that red marker 58/ Tle -outer end portion
B5b-of: the string-59*is projected to the-exterior
of ‘the-envelope body: 50 through-a notch 60-cut -
in-the-said end- of thé envelope body-adjacent:"

[N

the flap 51, see Pig 1T "

Mounted on the outer end portion 55° of the
string 55 there is a destructible sticker 61 form-
ing means for securing the outer end portion 550
to the envelope body 50, at the back thereof, so
that the string will not be accidentally pulled.
That sticker 61 is formed of superimposed layers
612 and 61> of destructible paper which are se-
cured together with the outer end portion 55°
sandwiched therebetween by means of a layer of
mucilage 62. The exposed face of the sticker
layer 612 is formed with a layer of mucilage 63,
see Figs. 18 and 18, by which the sticker can be
secured to the rear face of the envelope body 50.

The outer face of the sticker layer &P is col-
ored blue and the back face of the envelope body
is imprinted with a blue marker 64, see Fig. 17,
indicating where the sticker 61 should be ad-
hered to the envelope body 50 by the mucilage
63. Extending from the blue marker 64 to the
corner of the envelope body 850 provided with
the notch 60, the back face of the envelope body
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& is-imprinted with a line 65, see Fig, 17, indicating - :

the path the outer end portion 55° of the string
85 should take when the sticker 61 is properly
adhered in position over the blue marker 64.
The back face of the envelope is imprinted with
the instructions for opening the envelope body

50 and the front face thereof is plain to have

the address material written thereon and the
stamp adhered thereto, all as in the case of the
- first form of the invention illustrated in Figs.
1t08.

The manner of using the modification of the
invention illustrated in Figs. 16 to 20 is as fol-
lows:

With the greeting card 53 removed from the
envelope body 50 as shown in Fig, 18, the front
face thereof, not shown, is signed and with the
envelope properly addressed, the card 53 is
slipped into the envelope body so that the red
colored tab 56 will be beneath the red marker
58 imprinted on the back face of the envelope
body. With the sticker 61 located outside of
the envelope body 50, the string 55 is engaged
into the notch 60, as shown in Fig. 17, and the
mucilage 52 on the flap 51 is moistened for seal-
ing the flap in its closing position. The mucilage
63 is then moistened and the sticker &1 is ad-
hered to the back face of the envelope body 50
over the blue marker 64. The back of the en-
velope will then appear as shown in Fig. 16 and
the addresser is then ready to post the envelope
in the usual manner.

The addressee upon receiving the envelope fol-.

lows the printed instructions on the back of the
envelope for opening the same. The envelope
body 50 is gripped in one hand at the indenta-
tions 54 and the projected outer end 55° of the
string 55 is pulled free from beneath the sticker
6.
at the indentations 54 the string 55 is pulled
away from the envelope body to open the end
of the envelope body between the adjacent ends
of the notch 60 and the slit or opening 59. Fur-
ther pulling of the string 5% will withdraw the
card 53 from within the envelope body 50
through the open end thereof.

In this last form of the invention, it is essen-
tial that the slit or opening 59 be extended well
into the envelope body 50 so that the inner end
of that slot or opening will be beyond-the at-
tached inner end 55& of the string 55. -‘This is
necessary as the ability of the string to slit open
the closed end of the envelope body 50 becomes
greatly reduced the closer the operating portion

‘10

15

20
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While still gripping the envelope body 50 -

40

50

of the string approaches  the - attached end
thereof.

While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be
understood that I do not limit myself to the pre-
cise constructions herein disclosed and the right
is reserved to-all changes and modifications com-
ing within the scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claim.. :

Having thus described my invention, what X
claim' as new and <desire. to secure by . United
States Letters Patent is:

An envelope comprising an envelope body,
sealed at one end thereby shortening the cavity
in the envelope body, a flap at the other end
thereof to be folded over the envelope body, a
tab weakly.glued to the inner surface of said
flap, said tab including a strong mucilage layer
on the outer free surface thereof, a draw string
secured to said tab-and extending through an-
aperture in said flap adjacent the envelope body
and then around the outer surface of said flap
adjacent where the same is secured to the body
of the envelope and then in g notch in one cor-
ner adjacent the edge of the body of the envelope
and the flap point of connection and then to
the inner side of said flap along the point of con-
nection of the flap and body of the envelope to
a mnotch diametrically removed from the first
mentioned notch between the tab and body of
the envelope and then to the outside of the en-
velope body to overlay the flap and be secured
thereto whereby, when the flap is sealed, the tab
on the flap will adhere to an inserted article in

5 the envelope by the strong mucilage surface on

the flap and will act to withdraw the article from
the envelope when the draw string is actuated
to tear open the envelope flap.

GEZA WEITZNER
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