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4. Claims. (C. 223-68) 

The present invention relates to stretching and shaping 
forms for fur garments and the like, and more particu 
larly, to an improved garment form which facilitates the 
making of fur garments, such as coats and jackets, in one 
piece, while assuring accuracy of size and shape. 

Heretofore, it has been the usual practice in the fur 
garment industry to stretch and lay out fur skins on a 
flat surface, with the skins tacked or nailed to the Sur 
face until ready for cutting into the desired number of pieces or sections, each conforming to a predetermined 
pattern, after which the pieces or sections are sewed to 
gether. Generally, coats and jackets are laid out and made 
up from six separate pieces, not counting the sleeves, 
these pieces consisting of two front pieces, two gores, and 
two back pieces. This obviously requires considerable 
handling and matching of the skins, and necessitates con 
siderable care and skill, which makes the manufacturing 
operations very expensive and laborious. 
According to the present invention, I have provided a 

special and improved garment form which is simple and 
easy to use, even by workers of relatively low skill, and 
which enables the fur skins to be stretched and shaped to 
any desired size, shape or style, all in one piece, except 
for the sleeves, with a minimum of effort, and with a 
minimum of seams. 
To this end, my improved garment form comprises a 

body member of solid or hollow form, made of any suit 
able material such as wood, plaster of Paris, plastic or 
any other relatively rigid material which can be readily 
shaped, molded or otherwise formed in the desired size 
and shape of the person for whom the garment is to be 
made, and according to the style desired. The body mem 
ber is provided with means for anchoring the fur skin 
thereto at the back center line thereof, preferably after 
Wetting the skin, with the skin doubled upon itself and 
extending from the neck portion of the body member to 
the bottom of the latter. Additional anchor means, pref 
erably in the form of sharp-pointed pins, are provided 
about the base of the body member to hold the skin in 
a downwardly stretched condition as the skin is drawn 
tightly about the body member from the back of the body 
member and therearound and across the front, while 
Smoothing and shaping the skin to snugly fit about the 
body member, Working one half of the skin at a time. 
Due to doubling over the fur skin as described in the 

foregoing, so that both halves are stretched and shaped 
about the body member one on top of another, the body 
member need be only a half section of a complete torso 
form, with the body member terminating on the vertical 
center line of the torso at both the back and front there 
of. This facilitates the application, stretching, smoothing 
and shaping of the skins thereon since only one half of 
each skin is wrapped therearound at a time. 

In order to form a complete garment in one piece as 
contemplated by the use of my special garment form 
referred to in the foregoing, the skin must be larger than 
is necessary to extend about the half-torso body of the 
form so that when both halves of the skin are wrapped 
therearound from the back center line to the front center 
line, the free edges of the skin will extend substantially 
theyond the front center line of the form to the extent 
sufficient to provide an inner facing or lining portion when 
folded inwardly at each of the front edges of the garment, 
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2 
as well as the usual revers portions extending upwardly 
at the front of the shoulders of the garment, and also the 
usual collar lining portions around the neck portion of 
the garment. Accordingly, the form is additionally pro 
vided with suitable anchor pins spaced from the half-torso 
body of the form, said anchor pins being carried by a 
Suitable supporting frame secured to the half-torso body, 
with the pins arranged on the frame to engage and anchor 
the free edges of the fur skin at appropriate points be 
hind the neck portion at the top of the form, across the 
back of the shoulder portion, then downwardly along the 
supporting frame in laterally spaced relation to the front 
center line of the half torso portion of the form, and 
finally beneath the laterally extended bottom edge of the 
frame. 
When the skin is so anchored to the garment form in 

a fully stretched, shaped and smoothed condition, and 
has become thoroughly dry, it may be cut along the an 
chor lines defined by the anchor pins on the supporting 
frame and then removed from the form for finishing of 
the garment in an obvious manner. 

Other and further objects and advantages of the in 
vention will be hereinafter described or will become ap 
parent from the following detailed description. 

In the drawings: O 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my improved garment 

form, with the body member thereof folded down on its 
Supporting base to a horizontal position; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary exploded perspective view 

showing the detachable and pivotal mounting connection 
between the Supporting base and the body member of the garment form; 

FIG. 3 is a view of the garment form in side elevation; 
FIG. 4 is a front elevation of the garment form; 
FIG. 5 is a side elevation of the garment form as seen 

from the side opposite to that of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a rear elevation of the garment form; 
FIG. 7 is an exploded rear perspective view showing 

the manner in which a fur skin is applied to the garment 
form, with the skin folded in half upon itself and an 
chored to the rear of the form; 
FIG. 8 is an enlarged front perspective view of the 

garnent form, with the fur skin partially applied thereto 
as the first half of the skin is being extended, stretched 
and Smoothed thereon and with the free edge of the first 
half of the skin partially anchored to the form; 

FIG. 9 is a modified form of fur skin as used in mak 
ing a jacket, with the skin having an extension fabric 
stitched to the lower edge thereof to enable the skin to 
be fully anchored to the garment form in the same manner 
as a skin for making a full length garment; and 

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary top plan view of the garment 
form of FIG. 8, showing the manner of attaching the fur 
skin to the rear of the form by a welt slidably received 
in an anchor slot. 

Like reference characters designate corresponding ele 
ments in the several figures of the drawings, wherein 
generally denotes the body member of my garment form, 
and 2 generally denotes a supporting base therefor. As 
best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the body member 1 is prefer 
ably pivotally mounted on the base 2 so as to be Swingable 
from a horizontal position, as represented in full lines in 
FIG. 1, to a vertical position as represented in broken 
lines in this view, as desired for convenience in applying, 
stretching, smoothing and anchoring fur skins about the 
garment form. The pivotal connection between the body 
member 1 and the base 2 may be of any suitable type, 
Such as a fixed post 3 disposed adjacent to one end of the 
base, the upper portion 3 of the post being hinged at 4 
to the lower portion 3' on a horizontal axis, and the 
upper portion 3 preferably being rectangular in cross-sec 
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tion and tapered so as to snugly and non-rotatively seat 
in a socket 5 extended inwardly into the bottom portion 
of the body member 1, thus allowing complete removal 
of the body member 1 from the base 2 if and when de 
sired. 
At the upper or neck end of the body member 1, it is 

extended in the form of a reduced stud or post 6 of gen 
erally rectangular cross-section which is receivable in a 
notch 7 formed in the upper end of an upright saddle or 
bracket 8 fixedly mounted adjacent to the end of the base 
2 opposite to the post 3. The stud or post 6 is provided 
with an aperture 9 extended transversely therethrough and 
which is registrable with aligned apertures 10 extended 
transversely through the upper portion of the saddle or 
bracket 8 at opposite sides of the notch 7 for the reception 
of a removable locking pin 11 which serves to positively 
lock the body member 1 in its reclining position as shown 
in full lines in FIG. 1. By withdrawing the pin 11, the 
body member 1 may be swung to an upright or vertical 
position as shown in broken lines in FIG. 1, as permitted 
by the hinge 4, and can be locked in such upright position 
by any suitable type of latch or other restraining means, 
such as by cooperative hook and eye members 12, 13 re 
spectively carried by the post members 3' and 3'. 
As best illustrated in FIGS. 4 to 7 of the drawings, the 

body member 1 has the general form of a half torso 
which includes a neck portion 14, a shoulder portion 15, 
a bust portion 16, a waist portion 17, and a hip and lower 
extremity portion 18, all of which generally correspond 
in size and shape to one half the dimensions of the human 
torso for which the garment is to be made, as measured 
from the back center-line 1' to the front center-line 1' 
on which the respective back and front of the body mem 
ber terminate, with the length of body member as meas 
ured from the top of the neck portion 14 to the bottom 
of the hip and lower extremity portion 18 generally cor 
responding to the height of that part of the human figure 
which is to be covered by the garment being made. Re 
cessed in an annular groove adjacent to the bottom of the 
lower extremity portion 18 of the body member 1 is a 
Series of sharp-pointed anchor pins 20 which extend in a 
generally downward direction when the garment form is 
disposed in an upright position, and which serve to engage 
the lower edge of the fur skins F when the latter are ap 
plied in a tightly stretched and smooth condition about 
the garment form as hereinafter more fully described. 
At the rear of the body member, suitable provision is 

made for anchoring the fur skins thereto along the back 
center-line 1". For this purpose, I provide a recess 20' 
which extends longitudinally from top to bottom of the 
body member, as best seen in FIGS. 7 and 10, said recess 
being formed in either an integral lateral extension of the 
body member, or in a separate bar or rib 21 which is 
suitably anchored to the body member as by means of 
anchor screws 22 as shown in FIG. 7. The recess 20' is 
partially closed by an overhanging strip or plate 23 an 
chored to the bar 21 by nails or screws 24 so as to leave 
open only a narrow slot 25 immediately adjacent and 
parallel to the back center-line 1' at the rear of the body 
member 1. To anchor the fur skin to the back of the body 
member along the back center-line 1", a welt 26 having 
a cord 26' therein is loosely stitched to the vertical center 
of the hairless face of the skin and the welt can then be 
freely slid into the recess 20' from the top or the bottom 
of the latter while the skin is doubled or folded in half 
upon itself, thus leaving both halves of the skin free to be 
drawn and stretched tightly about the body member from 
the slot 25, across the back of the body member and then 
toward the front of the body member, one half at a time, 
working first with the underlying half F and then the 
overlying half F', as generally illustrated in FIG. 8. 

In order to be able to secure the fur skins in a tightly 
stretched condition about the body member 1, additional 
anchor means are provided to engage the free lateral edges 
of the skin as each half of the skin is drawn tightly across 
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4. 
the front of the body member in the manner depicted in 
FIG. 8 of the drawings. These additional anchor means 
are carried by a supporting frame or auxiliary member 
generally designated 27, said frame being formed either 
integrally with the body member 1, or separately as 
shown, with the frame rigidly anchored to the body mem 
ber in laterally spaced relation thereto in any appropriate 
manner, as by means of the bars 28, 28. The upper end 
of the frame 27 is generally shaped at 14' complementary 
to the neck portion 14 of the body member 1, and begin 
ning at the upper rear edge of the portion 14 of the frame 
is a series of sharp-pointed anchor pins 20', said pins pref 
erably being recessed in the edge of the frame to minimize 
the likelihood of injury to the user of the garment form. 
The anchor pins project outwardly from the frame for 
convenient engagement with the fur skin as the skin is 
stretched tightly and brought into contact with the anchor 
pins. As best seen in FIGS. 4, 5 and 7, the pins 20” are 
preferably equidistantly spaced from each other and ex 
tend in the series downwardly along the rear edge of the 
neck portion 14 of the frame 27, then laterally across the 
back thereof, and then forwardly and downwardly along 
the lateral marginal edge of the frame to the bottom there 
of, and finally in an inward direction at the front bottom 
edge of the frame, with all the anchor pins being prefer 
ably recessed as previously described. Such arrangement 
assures smooth and firm anchorage of the fur skins when 
applied to the garment form, while at the same time de 
fining the boundary line to which the fur skin must be ex 
tended in order to form a lining portion 29 for each half 
of the garment at the front thereof, a revers portion 30 
for each shoulder portion of the garment, and a collar 
lining portion 31 for each half of the collar forming parts 
of the garment, these portions 29, 30 and 31 being repre 
sented in broken lines in FIG. 9 which shows the general 
overall layout of a typical unitary fur skin before it is 
applied onto the garment form. In this view, the anchor 
welt 26 is shown as being secured to the skin on the center 
line thereof prior to folding the skin on this line in the 
manner shown in FIG. 8. 
Also in FIG. 9, an appropriate length of extension 

fabric designated 32 is stitched along a line 33 to the bot 
tom edge of the fur skin when only a shorter length of 
fur skin is needed in making a short coat or jacket. For 
full length coats, however, the fur skin should be suffi 
ciently long to extend to the bottom of the garment form, 
and the extension fabric 32 shown in FIG. 9 would not 
be needed. 

If desired after applying the fur skin onto the garment 
form in a tightly stretched and smooth condition, as main 
tained by engagement with the anchor pins on the garment 
form, suitable strips or bands, not shown, of cloth, raw 
hide or the like may be wound about the garment form 
over the fur skin, particularly in the neck, bust and waist 
areas thereof, to assure more perfect fitting and shaping 
of the fur skin as it dries on the garment form. When 
form-fitting in the waist area is not desired, as in making 
So-called full or straight-line coats, the garment form may 
be padded to the required full shape in any suitable 
manner, or a straight-line garment form may be sub 
Stituted for the form depicted in the drawings. 
While the specific details of my invention have been 

shown and described herein, it is not confined thereto, as 
changes and alterations may be made without departing 
from the spirit thereof as defined in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A form for use in making fur coats and the like from 

fur skins having an anchoring welt secured thereto and 
extending longitudinally along the central portion of a fur 
skin, said form comprising a body member corresponding 
in contour to a vertical half-portion of a human torso in 
cluding the neck, shoulder, bust, waist and hip, said body 
member terminating at its back and front surfaces on a 
plane Substantially corresponding to the front-to-back cen 
tral median plane of the human torso, means at the rear 
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of said body member defining a relatively narrow welt 
receiving slot extending longitudinally of said body mem 
ber from top to bottom thereof adjacent to the terminat 
ing plane aforesaid, said slot being unobstructed at its op 
posite ends for slidably receiving the anchoring welt afore 
mentioned, an auxiliary member extended laterally from 
the body member from top to bottom thereof, with its 
outer margin defining a complementary neck portion 
merging with a longitudinally extended straight edge 
spaced from the opposite marginal edge of the contoured 
body member at a distance greater than one-half the girth 
of a coat at the neck, shoulder, bust, waist and hips and 
corresponding to the limits of the extended edges of the 
front lining, revers and collar lining portions of the coat, 
and additional anchor means provided on the auxiliary 
member and on the base of the body member for releas 
ably engaging the fur skin along its marginal edges re 
mote from the welt when the welt is received in the 
anchoring slot and the fur skin is drawn tightly in a dou 
bled relation from the welt to extend about the body 
member from the back across the front thereof and to the 
extreme outer marginal edges of the auxiliary member. 

2. A form as defined in claim 1, wherein the additional 
anchor means comprise spaced anchor pins protruding 
from the body member and auxiliary member respective 
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ly, with the pins wholly lying within the outer surfaces 
of the form. 

3. A form as defined in claim 1, wherein the additional 

6 
anchor means comprise spaced anchor pins protruding 
from the body member and auxiliary member respective 
ly, said anchor pins being equidistantly spaced about the 
bottom of the body and auxiliary members and also at the 
rear complementary neck portion and along the outer lat 
eral marginal edge and bottom of the auxiliary member. 

4. A form as defined in claim 1, combined with an 
elongated supporting base having a post hingedly mount 
ed thereon at one end thereof and having a fixed saddle 
mounted thereon at the opposite end thereof, and wherein 
the body member is provided with a socket formed in the 
bottom thereof for slidably receiving the hinged post 
therein and is further provided with a fixed post extend 
ing from the top thereof and being seatable in the saddle 
aforesaid, and a locking pin removably insertable through 
the latter fixed post and the saddle when the post is seated 
in the saddle. 
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