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INV. GOLN33/08 CO7K14/47 A61P25/00 A61K38/00

According 1o International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B, FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

GOIN CO7K

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched
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EPO-Internal, BIOSIS, MEDLINE, EMBASE, FSTA, Sequence Search, CHEM ABS Data,
BIOTECHNOLOGY ABS, PASCAL, SCISEARCH

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

X W0 02/082075 A (BIOVISION AG; LAMPING, 18-20
NORBERT; ZUCHT, HANS-DIETER; HEINE,
GABRIELE; J) 17 October 2002 (2002-10-17)
claims 17-19 '

A the whole document 1-51
A MIYATAKE Y ET AL: "THE SIGNAL 18-24
TRANSDUCTION PATHWAY FOR VGF EXPRESSION
DUE TO NGF IS DIFFERENT FROM THAT DUE TO
BFGF IN PC12H CELL"

BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
INTERNATIONAL, ACADEMIC PRESS, LONDON, GB,
vol. 30, no. 2, June 1993 (1993-06), pages
231-236, XP000953021

ISSN: 1039-9712

page 232, paragraph 1 - paragraph 5

_____ L

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. See patent family annex.
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which is ciled to establish the publication date of another *v* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
citation or other special reason (as specified) cannot be considered 1o involve an inventive step when the
*0" document referring to an oral disclosure, uise, exhibition or document is combined with one or more other such docu—
other means ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled
*P* document published prior to the international filing date but in the art.
later than the priority date claimed *&* document member of the same patent family
Date of the actual completion of the international search Date of malling of the international search report
26 September 2006 18/10/2006
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ Authorized officer
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Although claims 11-17 and 35-39 are directed to a method of treatment of
the human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the
alleged effects of the compound/composition.

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 18, 19, 22-27, 29-34 and 44-51 all in part

The present claims 18, 19, 22-27, 29-34 and 44-51 encompass ligands
defined only by their desired function, contrary to the requirements of
clarity of Article 6 PCT, because the result-to-be-achieved type of
definition does not allow the scope of the claim to be ascertained. The
fact that any ligands could be screened does not overcome this
objection, as the skilled person would not have knowledge beforehand as
fo whether it would fall within the scope claimed, except for ligands
that are antibodies. Undue experimentation would be required to screen
compounds randomly. This non-compliance with the substantive provisions
is to such an extent, that the search was performed taking into
consideration the non-compliance in determining the extent of the search
for said claims.

Further, the description does not provide support and disciosure in the
sense of Article 6 and 5 PCT for any such ligands having the said
property or effect and there is no common general knowledge of this kind
available to the person skilled in the art. This non-compliance with the
substantive provisions is to such an extent, that the search was
performed taking into consideration the non-compliance in determining
the extent of the search of the claim (PCT Guidelines 9.19 and 9.20).

The search of claims 18, 19, 22-27, 29-34 and 44-51 was consequently
restricted to antibodies binding to a VGF peptide fragment defined by
SEQ ID No:1 or fragments of this peptide fragment.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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Box Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Although claims 11-17 and 35-39 are directed to a method of treatment of the
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged
effects of the compound/composition.

2. [X] ciims Nos.: 18, 19, 22-27, 29-34 and 44-51 all in part

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningtul International Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box lil Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. I:I Asall required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. [:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it s covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004)
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