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No. 786,?iii. 

UNITED STATTES PATEN C 

AUGUST M. ANDERSON, OF MOORHEAD, MAHIN NESOTA 

i’r Ef," EF A PFA, FACE 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 786,7 11, diated April 4, 1905. 
Åpplication filed November 15, l904, Serial No, 232,826. 

To at/l/, avho7n, it Tinnally co7nce 772: 
Be it known that I, Å UGUST MÍ. ANDERSON, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Mioorhead, in the county of Clay and State 
of Miinnesota, have invented a new and im 
proved Theater Appliance, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to a theater appliance 

for the purpose of preventing panics in the 
aters in case of fire. Panics are caused by the 
sight of fiames and the Snell of smoke and 
may be prevented by the removal of these, 
causes. My invention has this for its princi 
pal object, as will appear in the subjoined de 
scription. Further objects willi appear below. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which sinnillar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a sectional view on the line 1 1 
of Fig. 2 of the stage of a theater with a pre 
ferred form of my invention applied and cer 
tain parts adjacent to the stage being shown. 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing the bottom 
of my improved stage. Fig. 3 is a sectionai 
view on the line 3 3 of Fig. !. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional view on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 
is a perspective view showing a metallic fire 
shield; and Fig. 6 is a sectional view, on an 
enlarged scaie, shov ving the details of mechan 
ism for operating the shield. 

in the drawings, 7 represents a stage which · 
is mounted on wheels 8 to travel on a, track 9. 

10 is a screw - threaded shaft mounted in 
bearings to preventits longitudinal movement 
and placed in threaded engagement with a nut 
11, secured to the bottorm of the stage. 

12 is a bearing located in a cavity in the un 
der side of the stage, adapted for receiving 
the end of the shaft 10 and preventing vibra 
tion thereof when the shaft is turning. Tihe 
shaft 10 is operated by gearing 13 from a ro 
tating shaft 14, which in turn is operated by 
means of gearing 15, connected With a shaft 
16, operated by any suitable motor. 
Upon the back of the stage 7 is preferably 

located a flight of steps 17, which is normally 
outside of the theater. 

The shafi, 10, nut 1 1, and bearing 12 are 

of chinnel-irons 18. (Shown by Fig.3 attached 
to ti: 2 bottom of the stage 7.) 

19 is a roller attached to a statioinary part 
of the house and over which passes a filexible 

tom of a steel or other effective fire-shield 21, 
which is norminally held in a raised position 
above the proscenium - arch and is counter 
weighted by means of R, counterweight 22, at 

of a cord, cable, or chain 23. Ån ordinary 
asbestos curiain at the front of the stage is: 
represented by 24. a rear curtain by 25, and 
a skylight by 26. These two curtains are op 
erated independentity of the other parts men 
tioned, but form a necessary part of the ap 
paratus. The skylight 26 is stationary, but: 
is so situated as to afford an ouillet for the 
smoke from a fire below. 
The operation vil be obvious. U por the 

presence of fire being discovered the motor 

desired, the motor may be continuously oper 
ating and the power may be shiited onto the 
shaft 14 in any desired mann eir. This will 

- cause the screw-shaft 10 to operate in the nut 
11 and carry the stage, with all parts attached 
thereto, back through an opening in the rear. 
'The partition 27 and all parts in front of the 
stage will of course remain stationary. ii 
its movement backward the stage through 
the instrumentality of the connection 20 wili 
puli down the fire-shield 21, and the asbestos 
curtain 24 should go down with it, or before itin 
order that the audience may not see that any 
thing unusual has happened. Of course the 
stage may move rearwardly a distance equal 
to the height of the fire-shield 21. 

It will be seen that while this arrangemcint 
is not intended to prevent fires, but inerely to 
prevent panics, it will assist in the extinguishi 
ment of the fires by reason of the clearing of 
the space behind the curtains, thus permitting 
the fire department to have a clear space for 
Working. If the audience discovers that the 
stage has been withdrawn, they wiii reason 
that as the shield is lowered and the stage is 

| sonne twenty-four feet back from the shield 
there is no need to rush for the exits. it is 

cord, cable, or chain 20, connected to till:e bot 

tached to the bottom of the shield by means i 

attached to the shaft 16 will be started, or, if . 
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5 o preferably contained within a casing formed i nGt reasoning, but the sight of smoke and I. Co 
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fiammes, thak. Mai Yyys cari Ses , pamic am di Conse 
(u eint, loss of life. 

VWhile i have istirated ºnd described a, 
preferredi embodiament of my invention, it is 
to be understood that the latter is not ?limited 
the reto, BS ninany modifications may be made. 

Having thus described my invention, i claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters i’a tent— 

1. The combination of a the trical stage, 
and means for moving it, comprising a nut 
connected with the stage, a screw-shaft, thread 
ed in said nuri, anel a revolving shaft for op 
erating said scire W-sivaft. 

2. A theat)'ical stage mounted on wheels and 
having a nuit, in combination with a rotatt ble 
Screw-threaded shaft passing through the nut. 

3. Å the attrical stagge nuovatily noulted and 
having a casing attached to the bottom tihereof, 
a nitt fixed in saidi ca sing, a journal slid bly 
Moun ieci in fih 3 casing, and a screw - shaft 
threated in said nu i, and jourina je i said 
journai. 

4. "The con}} ibination of a theatrica stage, 

means for moying it, bodily, a fire-shield, Rinck 
maeans for transmitting motion from the stage 
to the fire-shieid. 

5. "The combination of a theatrical stage, 
means for moving it bodily, a fire-shield, and 
a connection from the stage to the fire-shie?d 

i for automatically moving the shield by means 
of the motion of the stage. 

6. The combination of a stage, means for 
moving it, B, vertically-movable metallic cur 
tain, and a flexible connection from the Stage 
to the curtain. 

7. The combination of a stage, means for 
movingit, a, vertically-movable curtain, aíiexi 
bie connection from the Stage to the curtain, 
and a stationary skylight. 

In testimony whereofi have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two stab 
scribing witmesses. 

AUGSS yÉ. Å) ERSí) IX. 
Witnesses: 

Á.X. EE, LARSEN, 
USTUS 3 AY A N HQ.Y. 
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