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57 ABSTRACT 

This disclosure relates to an infusion bag for an infus 
ible substance such as tea or the like comprising a por 
ous-walled container having a head portion reinforced 
by a flexible strip having two side pieces which extend 
on opposite sides of the bag. At least one of these side 
portions extends over the entire length of the bag and 
includes at least one longitudinally extending scribe 
line adjacent the respective lateral edge of the side 
piece, and another scribe line extending perpendicular 
to and intersecting the at least one longitudinally ex 
tending scribe line. Consequently, tearing of the scribe 
lines will permit a portion of the side portion to be 
spatially separated from the remainder thereof while 
remaining connected thereto as a hanger by means of 
at least one narrow web defined between the at least 
one longitudinally extending scribe line and its respec 
tive lateral edge, and wherein the hanger includes at 
least one cut defining an aperture which facilitates 
connection of the hanger to a pour spout of a pot. 

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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INFUSION BAG, PARTICULARLY FOR TEA 

The invention relates to an infusion bag with at least 
one chamber, containing in particular tea, the head of 
which is reinforced by a flexible strip which forms two 
side pieces which are folded together, and are attached 
to and hold between them the head of the bag, for pots 
having a pourer spout. 

In the case of many known infusion bags for tea with 
one chamber or a double chamber, there is attached to 
the bag head, i.e., at the place where the bag is closed 
by folding, knurling or the like, mostly by means of a 
fixing clip, one end of a thread on the other end of 
which there is a label-like hanger which in the case of 
the known double-chamber infusion bag, is provided 
with a U-shaped cut which makes it possible to push the 
hanger over the pourer spout of a tea pot, so preventing 
the thread with the hanger being pulled into the pot by 
the bag, made heavy by the absorption of water. Such 
infusion bags are regularly sold in paper bags provided 
with a flap, the bag hanger being constructed as a part 
of the paper bag which is detachable from the latter. 
Also, a single chamber infusion bag for tea, of the 

type already mentioned at the outset, having a thread 
and a hanger has become known, such a bag having, 
though not extending over the entire width of the bag, 
an over-hanger in the form of a folded-together strip 
with two equally long side pieces which fit over the 
head of the bag. One of the two side pieces is, in the vi 
cinity of the fold line of the strip, provided with a hole 
through which the thread is passed. Prior to infusion, 
the actual bag is separated from the over-hanger which 
is held on the thread by the hanger. After infusion, the 
bag is withdrawn from the prepared tea by the hanger, 
for which one hand is required, and the other hand only 
has to try to push the over-hanger over the distended 
bag. This is regularly a tiresome and troublesome task. 
Like the double chamber infusion bag previously men 
tioned, the known infusion bag moreover has the disad 
vantage that, by reason of the attachment of the thread 
and hanger, it is expensive to manufacture and requires 
a packaging machine which is complicated and there 
fore expensive and the productivity of which is rela 
tively low by reason of the many working steps in 
volved. 
The invention is, therefore, based on the problem of 

providing an infusion bag, the manufacture of which 
proceeds more rapidly due to the elimination of some 
of the working stages and which requires less mechani 
cal complication and which, by virtue of the saving on 
material, is cheaper than hitherto, so that the costs in 
volved are altogether reduced. In the case of an infu 
sion bag of the type mentioned at the outset this prob 
lem is, according to the invention, resolved in that at 
least one of the side pieces covers the bag over its en 
tire length and is provided with at least two prestamped 
tear lines disposed parallel with or at right-angle to 
each other, of which at least one extends parallel with 
one longitudinal edge of the side piece to a point close 
to the transverse edge thereof, so that a hanger is 
formed which is connected to the bag head through at 
least one narrow web, can be removed from the bag 
head by being torn therefrom and can be connected to 
the pourer spout of a pot. For example, as in the case 
of the known infusion bag, the hanger may be provided 
with a U-shaped cup. The narrow web or webs for con 
necting the bag head to the hanger prevents the actual 
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2 
bag becoming submerged in the pot so that it cannot be 
withdrawn at the right time. 
Advantageously, the cost of manufacturing the infu 

sion bag according to the invention is greatly reduced 
because thread and separate hanger can be dispensed 
with, because the strip having two side members serves 
not only as a label, but one of its side members serves 
as a hanger for attachment on a pot. By virtue of its 
simplicity, the infusion bag according to the invention 
can be relatively quickly produced on a considerably 
simplified packaging machine, the output of which is 
therefore far greater than the output of known packag 
ing machines for the known infusion bags. It is true that 
an infusion bag for glasses, corresponding to the infu 
sion bags of the type mentioned at the outset, is already 
known from U.S. Pat. No. 2, 192,605 in which at least 
one of the side pieces of a plastically deformable strip 
covers the bag over its entire length. This or both side 
pieces can be raised and, at their free end, shaped into 
a hook which can be hung over the rim of the glass. 
However, only definite relatively expensive materials 
such as metal foils and synthetic materials may be used 
and their use in pots is not really feasible. 
The invention will be explained in detail hereinafter 

with reference to two forms of embodiment of infusion 
bag according to the invention which are illustrated in 
the attached drawings, in which: 
FIGS. 1 and 2 are perspective views of a first embodi 

ment viewed from two different directions; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the first form of em 

bodiment in a pot during infusion; 
FIGS. 4 and 5 are perspective views of a second form 

of embodiment, from two different directions; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the second embodi 

ment in a pot during infusion, and 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the second embodi 

ment in a glass during infusion. 
Since the two forms of embodiment differ only in the 

construction of the strip, but not in the actual bag, this 
latter will be described first. It is a double chamber bag 
made from a fleece-like paper resembling filter paper 
which is permeable to liquids yet will not dissolve 
therein, which is formed into a tube, whereupon its 
ends are laid together and sealed by joint folding of the 
edges forming the two bag openings, so forming the bag 
head. 
The first form of embodiment according to FIGS. 1 

to 3 is intended for pots. An elongated rectangular strip 
420 is so folded along a fold line 422 that two unequally 
long side pieces 424 and 425 are formed, of which the 
shorter side piece 425 defines the length of the handle 
431 and is at its free end attached by an attachment clip 
432 on the head 430 of a bag 428 disposed between the 
two side pieces and covered on one side by the longer 
side piece 424. Since the bag 428 is only protected on 
one side, the first form of embodiment is suitable only 
for relatively large packaging units which have their 
own packing. The longer side piece 424 has, extending 
from the fold line 422 to a point close to the transverse 
edge 434 of the side piece and parallel to the right-hand 
longitudinal edge 464 thereof, being disposed closely 
alongside this latter, a first prestamped tear line 478 
and, between the free end of the side piece 424 and the 
clip 432 and alongside this, extending parallel with the 
transverse edge 434 from the left-hand longitudinal 
edge 438 of the side piece 424 as far as the first scribed 
line 478, a second prestamped scribed line 480. Fur 
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thermore, the side piece 424 has three straight cuts in 
it in the form of an I, 482, two of the cuts extending 
parallel with the transverse edge 434 while one extends 
parallel with the longitudinal edges 438 and 464. The 
two scribed lines 478 and 480 form a hanger 484 
which, as indicated by broken lines in FIG. , can be 
folded away, being then only connected to the shorter 
side piece 425 through a narrow web 486 bounded by 
the first scribed line 478 and the right-hand longitudi 
nal edge 464. If it is intended to be infused in a pot 474, 
the separations provided are effected along the two 
scribed lines 478 and 480 and the hanger. 484 which is 
thus formed is slipped over the pourer spout 476 of the 
pot, the spout passing through the aperture created by 
the cut 482. As FIG. 3 shows, after infusion, the bag 
428 can be withdrawn from the pot 474 by means of 
the hanger. 484 which is detached from the pourer 
spout 476. 
The second form of embodiment as shown in FIGS. 

4 to 7 is a further development of the first embodiment, 
to provide a universal bag. Here, the second scribed 
line 580 does not reach as far as the left-hand longitudi 
nal edge 538 of the side piece 534, but only as far as 
a third scribed line 588 which extends parallel with the 
left-hand longitudinal edge 538 and at a small distance 
therefrom, the third scribed line 588 commencing at 
the fold line of the strip 520 and being of the same 
length as the first scribed line 578. Therefore, the 
hanger 584 is connected not only by the web 586 
known already from the first form of embodiment but 
also by a second web 590 to the other side piece 526 
of the strip 520 which is constructed as the same length 
as the side piece 524, so that, prior to use, the bag 528 
is covered on both sides. Between the clips 532 which 
connects the side pieces 524 and 526 to the bag head 
530 and the distance from which to the fold line 522 of 
the strip 520 forms a projecting portion and therefore 
a handle 531, and the transverse edge 536 of the side 
piece 526, there extends parallel with this latter along 
side the clip 532 between the longitudinal edges 540 
and 566 of the side piece 526 a fourth scribed line 592 
along which the projecting free portion of the side 
piece 526 can be separated if the bag 528 is to be 
brewed in a pot 574, as is indicated in FIG. 6. Thanks 
to the cut 568, the hanger 584 can be attached on the 
pourer spout 576 of the pot once it has been separated 
out from the side piece 524, as is indicated in broken 
lines in FIG. 4. So that the bag 528 can also be brewed 
in a glass 552, a first cut 594 extending obliquely to the 
fold line 522 of the strip 520 extends from this line in 
both side pieces 524 and 526 and furthermore, there is 
in the side piece 526, extending in the longitudinal di 
rection between the clip 532 and its free end a second 
cut 596 through which it is possible to push the corner 
598 of the strip 520, formed by the first cut 594, as 
shown in FIG. 7, when the side piece 526 is raised. If 
the bag 528 is being brewed in a glass or a cup, natu 
rally the hanger 584 ought not to be detached from the 
side piece 524. After infusion, the bag 528 can then be 
squeezed out between the side pieces 524 and 526. 
On both forms of embodiment, the strips are expedi 

ently made in one piece from water repellant material, 
for example, from impregnated paper or from paper 
lined at least on one side with a synthetic plastic film. 
Particularly in the last-mentioned case, the strip can be 
welded on the bag head so that a fixing clip becomes 
unnecessary. In the case of the first embodiment ac 
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4. 
cording to FIGS. 1 to 3, which is intended exclusively 
for use with a pot, the strip can also consist of filter 
paper which is permeable to liquids yet will not dissolve 
therein, the character of which is adapted to the mate 
rial of the bag. 
At all places which are subjected to severe flexion, 

the fold lines to facilitate folding can be provided un 
less a prestamped scribed line is already provided. 

It is claimed: 
1. An infusion bag containing an infusible substance 

comprising a porous-walled container for the infusible 
substance, said container including an elongated head 
portion and at least two sides, a strip of non-porous 
sheet material secured to said head portion and folded 
about said container along a line extending substan 
tially parallel to said head portion, said strip including 
side portions having lateral edges and extending from 
said fold line on opposite sides of said container, at 
least one of said side portions extending over substan 
tially the entire length of said container adjacent the 
respective side thereof, said at least one side portion 
including a first prestamped scribe line extending paral 
lel to said fold line, at least one additional prestamped 
scribe line extending from said fold line adjacent and 
parallel to one of said lateral edges and running over a 
predominant portion of said at least one side portion, 
said at least one additional scribe line intersecting said 
first scribe line and defining therewith, when said sheet 
material is cut along said scribe lines, a hanger having 
means adapted to be connected to a pour spout of a 
pot, said hanger remaining connected to said head after 
cutting of said lines by means of at least one narrow 
web defined in said at least one side portion between 
said at least one additional scribe line and the respec 
tive adjacent lateral edge of said at least one side por 
tion. 

2. An infusion bag with at least one chamber contain 
ing an infusible substance, said bag comprising a head 
portion having a single fold at the edge forming the bag 
opening, said head portion being reinforced by means 
of a flexible strip attached at a point to and encompass 
ing the entire width of said head portion, said flexible 
strip being folded about both sides of said bag along a 
fold line and having at least one side piece which ex 
tends over the entire length of said bag and terminates 
in a free end, said at least one side piece having lateral 
edges and a transverse edge at said free end, one of said 
at least one side pieces having at least one prestamped 
scribe line running parallel to at least one of said lateral 
edges and extending substantially from said fold line 
over a predominant portion of said at least one side 
piece to a point spaced from said transverse edge, an 
other prestamped scribe line extending perpendicular 
to and terminating at said at least one prestamped 
scribe line and extending along a substantial portion of 
said head portion, said scribe lines defining, when said 
strip is cut therealong, a hanger adapted to be spatially 
separated from said strip while remaining connected 
thereto by means of at least one narrow web defined 
between said at least one scribe line and its respective 
lateral edge and of a length corresponding to the length 
of said at least one side portion, and wherein said 
hanger includes at least one cut defining an aperture 
which facilitates connection of said hanger to a pour 
spout of a pot. 
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3. Infusion bag according to claim 2, characterized in 
that the strip is made from an elastically pliable mate 
rial. 

4. Infusion bag according to claim 2, characterized in 
that said flexible strip is attached at mutually opposite 
locations to the bag head by means of a single non 
rusting fixing clip. 

5. Infusion bag according to claim 2, characterized in 
that the strip is welded on the bag head. 

6. An infusion bag as defined in claim 2, wherein said 
another scribe line is located between said transverse 
edge of said at least one side piece and its point of at 
tachment to said head portion of said bag. 

7. An infusion bag as defined in claim 2, wherein said 
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at least one cut comprises three notches in the shape of 15 
an I extending parallel to the lateral edges and trans 
verse edge, respectively, of said side piece. 

8. An infusion bag as defined in claim 2, wherein said 
fold line is spaced from said single fold of said head 
portion, thereby defining a projecting piece which can 
be used as a handle for said bag. 

9. An infusion bag as defined in claim 2, wherein said 
at least one side piece has two scribe lines running par 
allel to the respective lateral edges thereof and said an 
other scribe line intersects both of said two scribe lines, 
whereby tearing of said scribe lines will define two nar 
row webs. 

10. An infusion bag as defined in claim 2, wherein 
said at least one side piece has only one scribe line run 
ning parallel to a respective lateral edge, and said an 
other scribe line extends from said one scribe line to 
the opposite lateral edge of said side piece, whereby 
tearing of said scribe lines will define one narrow Web. 

11. Infusion bag according to claim 2, characterized 
in that the strip is made in one piece from water repel 
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6 
lant material. 

12. Infusion bag according to claim 11, characterized 
in that impregnated paper is provided as the strip mate 
rial. 

13. Infusion bag according to claim 11, characterized 
in that paper lined at least on one side with a synthetic 
plastic film is provided as the strip material. 

14. An infusion bag as defined in claim 2, wherein 
said at least one side piece comprises two side pieces 
extending on opposite sides of said bag, and wherein 
one of said side pieces has a prestamped scribe line ex 
tending completely from one lateral edge to the other 
located between its point of attachment to said head 
portion and its respective transverse edge, whereby 
tearing of said completely extending scribe line will 
permit removal of a substantial portion of said one side 
piece prior to insertion of said bag in a pot. 

15. An infusion bag as defined in claim 14, wherein 
said one of said side pieces has a folding line extending 
parallel to its respective transverse edge and upon 
which said one of said side pieces can be folded back 
over the respective portion thereof which is attached to 
the head portion of said bag, and means for securing 
said one of said side pieces to the other of said side 
pieces when folded back along said folding line. 

16. An infusion bag as defined in claim 15, wherein 
said means for securing includes a first cut extending 
obliquely from said fold line of said strip through both 
side pieces thereof which defines a corner when bent 
out of the plane of said strip, and a second cut extend 
ing longitudinally through said one of said side pieces, 
whereby folding of said one of said side pieces back 
along said folding line will enable said corner to be in 
serted through said second cut. 
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