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United States Patent Office 3,124,240 
Patented Mar. 10, 1964 

3,124,240 
CONTACT LENS CASE 

Norman Croan, Egypt, Mass, assignor to Massachusetts 
Leather Products Company, Boston, Mass., a corpora 
tion of Massachusetts 

Fied Nov. 25, 1960, Ser. No. 71,516 
2 Claims. (C. 206-5) 

The present invention relates to a contact lens case. 
It is an object of the present invention to provide a com 
pact, attractive, easily cleaned contact lens case. A 
further object of the present invention is to provide a 
contact lens receptacle particularly adapted and suited 
for mounting in the case. The receptacle is also designed 
to contain a contact lens so as to permit its easy removal 
from the receptacle when desired without likelihood of 
the lens sticking to the walls of the receptacle. A still 
further object of the present invention is to provide a 
contact lens receptacle having a unique shelf arrange 
ment adapted to support a contact lens above a fluid 
medium with which the lens is wet while in the receptacle. 

In the present invention there is provided a case having 
a tray with clamping means. The clamping means remov 
ably secure a pair of contact lens receptacles to the bot 
tom of the tray. Each receptacle is formed with a base 
for containing a contact lens and liquid medium, and a 
cap for the base which is integrally connected to the 
base by a hinge-like connecting web. The base is formed 
with a recess covered by a concave shelf having holes 
formed therein. The shelf surface conforms with the 
outer surface contour of the contact lens and is adapted 
to Support the lens in spaced relation to the bottom of 
the base within which a fluid medium is contained. 
These and other objects and advantages of the present 

invention will be more clearly understood when con 
sidered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

FiG. 1 is a perspective view of the assembled case in 
closed position, 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the assembled case 
with one receptacle removed in open position, 
FiG. 3 is a perspective view of the tray, 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the receptacle with the 

cap closed, 
FiG. 5 is a perspective cut-away view of the receptacle 

with the cap open, and 
FiG. 6 is a fragmentary cross sectional elevation of the 

tray with the receptacle secured thereto. 
A case having a bottom 2, side walls 3, 4, 5 and 6 

is formed integrally with a cover 7. The cover 7 may 
be hinged at 8 to the side wall 4 with a flap 9 at its 
opposite edge. This flap 9 may be formed with a male 
fastener E.63 adapted to engage a corresponding female 
fastener on the outer surface of side wall 6. The side 
wall 6 may be hinged to the bottom 2 to permit easier 
access to the interior of the case. If desired, a mirror 
i2 and identification means 13 may be secured inside the 
cover 7. The case may be formed of any suitable ma 
terial such as leather or plastic materials. 

Positioned within the side walls 3, 4, 5 and 6 is a tray 
14. This tray is formed of suitable plastic material such 
as polyethylene and has a bottom i5 and three side walls 
16, 7 and 8. Integral with the bottorn 15 are a plu 
rality of clamping elements 29 and braces 21. These 
clamping elements 20 and braces 2i may be integrally 
molded with the tray. The braces 23 are positioned 
parallel with one another and each comprises a flange 
extending upwardly from the bottom 5 with parallel 
arcuate surfaces 22. These arcuate surfaces 22 are 
adapted to engage a polyethylene bottle 23 and Secure 
it within the tray between the braces 21 and the wall 17. 
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This polyethylene bottle is adapted to contain a supply 
of cleaning fluid normally used in connection with con 
tact lenses. 
The clamping elements are each formed with a leg 25 

extending normally from the bottom of the tray and 
integral with it. Legs 25 terminate at their upper ends 
in lips 26. These clamping elements are preferably ar 
ranged in two groups of four with each group arranged 
radially about a central axis. The lips 26 are preferably 
coplanar and extend inwardly towards the center axis. 
These lips engage the contact lens receptacle in a man 
ner as hereafter described. 
The contact lens receptacle comprises a base 30, a cap 

31 for the base and a flexible web 32 integral with the 
cap and base and forming a hinge therebetween. The 
base 3b is formed with a bottom 33 and a cylindrical 
side wall 34 continuously with the bottom 33 and adapted 
to contain a fluid medium. The outer surface of the side 
Wall 34 is formed with an annular ridge 35 preferably 
Substantiaily equally distant from the upper and lower 
edges of the side wall. Four outwardly extending flanges 
36 are radially formed along this ridge 35. The flanges 
36 are preferably coplanar with one another and are 
formed with their upper surfaces spaced from the bottom 
of the base a distance such that when the base is posi 
tioned on the tray 14, the upper surfaces of the flanges 36 
may frictionally engage the lower surfaces of the lips 26. 
The base may be inserted between the clamping elements 
of either group by pushing the receptacle toward the bot 
tom of the tray between the clamping elements with the 
flanges 36 intermediate the lips 26. When the bottom 
Cf the base is in facing relation to the upper surface of 
the tray, the receptacle is turned until the flanges 36 
engage the lips 26. 

Preferably four clamping elements 20 and four flanges 
36 each radially arranged at 90° apart are used. 
The upper edge of the side wall 34 is formed with a 

shoulder 48 so as to provide an improved frictional en 
gagement With the cap 3. Within the side wall 34 is 
positioned a shelf 41 having the surface remote from 
the bottom 33 concave as illustrated in FIG. 5. This 
shelf is force fit into the opening formed by the side walls 
34 and covers this opening. A plurality of holes 42 in 
the shelf 41 provide passages to the interior of the re 
ceptacle so that fluid may flow through to either side 
of the shelf. 
The cap 3A is formed with a plurality of bosses 44 on 

the inside of its top 45. These bosses 44 keep a contact 
lens from adhering to the inner surface of the top 45. 
This could otherwise occasionally happen if the contact 
lens positioned within the receptacle inadvertently turned 
over, so that the convex surface of the lens was adjacent 
to the inner surface of the top 45. A tab 47 is integral 
with the side wall 43 of the cap 3. This tab is used for 
readily opening and closing the cap. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A contact lens receptacle comprising a cylindrical 

base having a bottom and continuous side walls integral 
with said botton and adapted to contain a fluid medium, 
a rigid shelf secured within said side walls at the edge 
remote from said bottom thereby forming a space be 
tween said shelf and bottom, said shelf having a plurality 
of holes formed therethrough through which a fluid 
medium may drain and having a concave surface on the 
side of said shelf remote from said bottom, said surface 
adapted to support a contact lens in facing relation, a 
cap for said base having a continuous side wall adapted to 
engage said side Wall of said base and a top having means 
projecting from the inner surface thereof to maintain 
a contact lens located in said base in spaced relation from 
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Said top when said cap is closed, and a web integral with References Cited in the file of this patent 
said cap and base forming a hinging means. UNITED STATES PATENTS 

2. In a contact lens case assembly a tray having a bot- o 
tom and side walls, a plurality of clamp elements in- 182,842 Miller ------------------ Oct. 3, 1876 
tegral with said bottom and each comprising a leg normal 5 769,119 Strickland-------------- Aug. 30, 1904 
to and integral at one end with said bottom and a lip E6. My - - - - - - - - a-- - - - - - - - - 2. 3. 
integral with the other end of said leg, said lips project- 2. 5333 49 E. er Dec. 12. 1950 
ing toward an axis central with respect to said legs, a 25 40. 432. E. sII. Feb 6. 1951 
closed, contact lens enclosing, receptacle positioned be- 2.565.895 Wilcox,Au 28. 1951 
tween said clamp elements and having continuous re- lo 2.925,661 Anderson III NE 22. 1960 
ceptacle side walls and a bottom integral with said re- 2633,383 Fagan I. Apr. 12, 1960 
ceptacle side walls, said bottom resting on said tray, 2.944,661 Goldstein July 12. 1960 
means forming a plurality of outwardly flared flanges 2.948,387 Fishman-III-III Aug. 5, 1960 
integral with said receptacle side walls and parallel to 3,070,105 Brown ---------------- Dec. 25, 1962 
and displaced from said bottom, said flanges each in 5 
friction engaging relation with one of said lips whereby FOREIGN PATENTS 
said receptacle is secured to said tray and means form- 571,044 Great Britain ------------ Aug. 2, 1945 
ing an enclosing case within which said tray and receptacle 121,111 Australia -------------- Mar. 14, 1946 
are positioned. 502,577 Belgium --------------- Apr. 30, 1951 


