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This inivention relates to a portable gangplank and
dock, and more particularly to such & gangplank adapted
for small craft;

A primary object of this invention is the provision of a
gangplank which may be readily attached to the side'of a
sinall boat, and which wheii not in use as a gangplank
may be readily folded over the boat to rest on the oppo-
site giinwale theréof in upside down position, im such
manner as to be readily available for further use when
desired.

At additional object of the invention is the provision
of such a gangplank which may be readily detached from
the means for securing the same to the boat, and by
means of a suitable support may be used as a plank dock.

A particular object of the invention is the provision of
a gatigplatik of this nature, which may be employed with
tow boats for water skiers or the like, by means of which
the drivér of the boat; and other occupants who may be
fully clothed, may enter and leave the boat without the
necessity of getting wet.

An additional object of the invention is the provision of
sich a gangplank which is readily adapted for use in
rapidly  shelving water so that embarkation and de-
emibarkadtion 6 afid from the boat may be effected ifi com-
pléte comfort without the necessity of wading to or from
the boat. ’

Still another object resides in the provision of such a
device which will be sturdy and durable in construction,
reliable and efficient in operation, and relatively simple to
manufacture, assemble and utilize.

Still other objects reside in the combinations of ele-
ments, arrangements of parts, and features of construc-
tion, all as will be more fully pointed out hereinafter, and
disclosed in the accompanying drawings wherein there are
shown a preferred embodiment of this inventive concept.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the gangplank of
the instant invention, shown in association with the gun-
wale of a small boat, the laiter being in section.

Figure 2 is a top plan view, partially broken away, of
the construction of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 3—3 of Figure 2 as viewed in the
direction indicated by the arrows.

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 4—4 of Figure 1 as viewed in the
direction indicated by the arrows.

Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 5—5 of Figure 3 as viewed in the
direction indicated by the arrows.

Figure 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 6—6 of Figure 2 as viewed in the
direction indicated by the arrows.

Figure 7 is a side elevational view, partially broken
away, of an accessory adapted to be employed with the
gangplank in the instant invention.

Figure 8 is a front plan view of the construction of
Figure 7.
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Slmllar reference characters refer to similar parts
thtowghout the: several viewings of the drawmgs

Having reéference now to the instant invention in detail,
there is generally indicated at 10; a gangplank, which in-
cludes a top planking surface 11, and a pair of longitudi-
nally extending support members 12, the planking being
secured to the support members as by means of suitable
rivets or bolts 13 or the like.

At one end of the gangplank 10 there are provided-a
pair of pointed depending pins 14, which may be em-
ployed to anchor’ one end of the gangplank in the shore
or ground surface indicated at S in Figure 1.

The other end of the gangplank is provided, as best dis-
closed in Figure S with' a pair of oppositely disposed out-
wardly extending pins 15, extending through aligned aper-
tires in the sidés of the supporting members 12, it being
here pomted out that the members 12 are preferably
tubular in construction.

Esdch of the pins 15 is provided with an enlarged head
16 extending inwardly, and extends through a suitable
boss or collar 17 mounted on the inside surface ad]acent
the end of the supportmg member 12. A collar 18 is
provided om each pm 15 interiorly of the tubular member
12, and & coil spring 19 surrounding the pin and abutting
the collar 18 in the opposite side of the tubular member
12, serves riormally to bias the pin towards extended posi-
tion, with the ends of each pin extending outwardly from
the sides of the supportlng members 12.

A piveted upright 20°is mounted on a pivot 21 adja-

.cent the end of the gangplank, and serves as a support

fora fope harndrail 22, one end of which is sectired to an
eye 23; carried by the etid of the gangplank adjacent the
pins 1'4-‘, and the other end of which is engaged by an eye
24 at the opposite end of the gangplank.

Angularly disposed bracing arms 25 are provided and
secured 4s-at: 26 to the underside of support members 12,

.the bracing arms 25 being best shown in Figure 7 of the

drawings; #s"connected o uprights 50.

Means are provided for supporting the gangplank from
the ganwale 6f a boat B; and' take the formof two oppo-
sitely disposed tubular U-shaped members 30, the bight
of each of which is enclosed by a rubber protective tubing
31. Extending transversely across the center portion of
the bight of each inverted U-shaped member is a rod 32,
having threaded ends, and which is secured in position as
by means of nuts 33 at either end thereof. The rod 32
has mounted adjacent each end the apertured enlarged
end 34 of an arcuate member 35. Each arcuate member
35 terminates in an outwardly projecting lug 36, which
is provided with a suitable aperture.

The oppositely disposed apertures in the lugs 36 are
adapted to be engaged by the pins 15, serving as a sup-
port for the outer end of the gangplank 19.

A wooden step 37 is secured between the end portions
34 of the members 35 and serves to support the weight of
the user of the gangplank in stepping into the boat.

When the gangplank is in the position shown in Figure
1, the ends 27 of the brace members 25 seat against the
lower ends of the inverted V-shaped members 30 and
serve as reinforcements therefor.

A connecting rod 40 having a threaded end and pro-
vided at the other end with a head 41, extends between
the lower portions of the members 38, and serves as an
inner stop to preclude downward pivotal swinging of
the members 35 about the rod 32, when the device is in
position for use, as shown in Figure 1. A nut 42 serves
to secure the rod 40 in position.

Means are provided for positioning the ends of the
members 30 a desired distance from the side of the boat,
and take the form of braces 43, having pivoted thereto
as by means of pivots 44 padded bumpers 45, which may
be made of rubber, or other desired material. The
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braces 43 are provided with threaded ends, which ex- -
tend through suitable apertures in the lower extremities -

of the inverted V-shaped members 30, and are adjustably
held in position as by means of oppositely disposed
clamping nuts 46.

In the use and operation of the device, when it is de-
sired to use the same as a gangplank, the parts are
positioned as shown in Figure 1. When, however -the
device is not in use, and it is desired to use the same in
conjunction with the boat, and carry the gangplank for
use at an additional location, the pivoted upright 20 is
swung downwardly about the pivot pin 21, and the entire
assembly is pivoted about the pivot 32, and the pins 15
to extend the gangplank transversely across the boat so
that the planking surface 11 will rest upon the opposite
gunwale in upside down position, and may be suitably
transported with the boat to any other desired locality.

~Under certain conditions it may be desirable to em-
Dploy the gangplank structure 10 as a fixed dock, disasso-
_ciated from the boat.

For -this purpose an attachment is provided, which, as
.shown in Figures 7 and 8 comprises a pair of spaced
apart uprights 50, the uprights being connected by trans-
verse extending members - 51. Each upright 50 is pro-
vided with a point 52, to enable the same to be embedded
in the bottom of a body of water. A plurality of ver-
tically aligned holes or openings 53 are positioned on
the inner side of each of uprights 50. When it is de-
sired to employ the device as a dock, the pins 15 are
withdrawn against the bias of the springs 19, to disen-
gage their ends from the openings in the lugs 36. The
gangplank is then positioned between the uprights 50,
and the ends of the pins 15 extended into suitable oppo-
sitely aligned opening 53, under which conditions the
support including the uprights 50 serve as a means for
supporting the gangplank 10 outwardly over a body of
water, in such manner that a boat may draw up to the
end thereof, while remaining in water sufficiently deep
to float the same.

Brace arms 25 are pivotally connected to the gang-
plank 10 and are adapted to swing into engagement with
the uprights 50, where they are secured by bolts 55 that
are positioned in selected openings 53 of the uprights and
secured by wing nuts 56.

Any suitable bumper means may be employed on the
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supporting member, and may, for example, take the form
of an old automobile tire suitably secured to the project-
ing portions of the members 51, such a tire being indi-
cated by dotted lines in Figure 8 designated T. )

From the foregoing it will now be seen that there is
herein provided an improved portable gangplank and
dock, which accomplishes all of the objects of this inven-
tion, and others, including many advantages of great prac~
tical utility and commercial importance.

As many embodiments may be made of this inventive
concept, and as many modifications may be made in the
embodiments herein before shown and described, it is to
be understood that all matter herein is to be interpreted
merely as iliustrative and not in a limiting sense.

What I claim is:

1. In a gangplank for small boats, the combination
of a pair of inverted U-shaped members for engagement
with the gunwale of a boat, said inverted U-shaped mem-
bers encased in a rubber protective tubing, a pair of rods

<in parallel spaced relation to one another, said rods se-

cured to-and separating said inverted U-shaped members,
a gangplank, a pair of arcuate members having one end

‘pivotally secured to the apex of said pair of U-shaped

members, said gangplank having one end pivotally se-

‘cured to the other end of said arcuate members, a pair
.of braces adjustably secured in horizontal position to

the lowermost extremity of said inverted U-shaped mem-
bers, for positioning said inverted U-shaped members
to the side of said boat, and a padded bumper pivotally

secured to said pair of braces, said padded bumper be-

ing next to the said gunwale of said boat.
2. The subject matter as claimed in claim 1 with a

‘pair of pointed pins vertically secured to the under side

of the outermost end of said gangplank for securing said
gangplank to the shore when it is in usable position.
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