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Disclosed herein is a mandrel 10A and 10B on which
tape 32 is helically wrapped 360° about the mandrel. A
rotor 11 in the longitudinal center of the mandrel carries
a magnetic head 12 to transversely scan the helically
wrapped tape 32. Entry and exit ramps 16 and 22 on the
mandrel are provided where the tape enters and exits the
mandrel. The function of these ramps is to lift the edge of
the tape adjacent the path of the rotating head 12 as the
head crosses the edges of the tape 32. This lifting by the
ramps prevents the head from striking the edges of the
tape and thus damaging the head and the tape. Both the
ramps and the mandrel are made from porous material
50 as to be air bearing.
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