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To all it'? O7) it inctly conce77. 
Beit known that I, NICHOLAYJENSEN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Wash 
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Cleaners for Slates, Blackboards, Glass, &c.; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same. 
My invention relates to cleaning devices 

for slates, blackboards, glass, and like arti 
cles; and it consists of certain features of con 
struction, which will be hereinafter more 
fully described. 

I have illustrated clifferent forms in which 
I have contemplated embodying my inven 
tion in the accompanying drawings, and said 
invention is fully disclosed in the following 
specification and claims. - 

In the drawings, ligure 1 is a top view of 
my improved cleaning device. Fig. 2 is a 
vertical section of the same. Fig. 3 is a simi 
lar view of a slightly-different species of 
cleaner embodying my invention. Fig. 4 is 
a sectional view of still another species of my 
improved cleaning device. 

In the form shown in Figs, 1, 2, and 3 my 
improved cleaning device is preferably made 
of rubber or other elastic material which will 
hold its shape, and consists of the two recep 
tacles or chambers A and B, united by a short 
neck, C. The neck is provided with a nar 
row slit or perforation, c, connecting the 
chambers A and B, which is normally held in 
a closed or nearly closed position. This aper 
ture may be distended by drawig the side 
walls of chamber B in opposite directions to 
permit the insertion of some absorbent ma 
terial, preferably sponge, which is forced 
through the distended opening. When the 
material has been introduced into chamber 
A, the tension of the rubber will draw the 
sides of the slit together, thus closing the 
aperture. I prefer to provide the chamber. A 
with a thicker portion, C', as shown in Fig. 
3, and form therein a wedge-shaped slit or 
perforation, or a cone-shaped opening, having 
its greatest diameter at its lower end. By 
this means, when the slit is distended, the in 

clined sicles will guide the absorbent mate 
rial through the opening, or it may be forced 
through in any desired Way. The compart 
ment B is open at its lower extremity, and is 
filled with some soft drying material, as cloth 
rags, felt, cotton waste, or dry sponge, as de 
sired. The compartment A is also provided 
with a slit or aperture, ct, or a series of such slits 
or apertures, I prefer to employ a single slit 
or series of slits running in the same direc 
tion, which will be normally held in a closed 
position by the tension of the rubber. I may, 
however, employ a series of round or other 
shaped apertures. 
The operation is as follows: The side walls 

of chamber A are subjected to a slight com 
pression sufficient to cause the slit, C. to open, 
and the upper portion of the device immersed 
in water or other cleaning-fluid. The liquid 
will enter the aperture C and saturate the 
sponge or other absorbent material. When 
this is effected, the device is removed from 
the fluid and the pressure released, when the 
slit will close, thus forming an air-tight re 
ceptacle for the sponge and preventing the 
evaporation of the liquid. When it is desired 
to employ the device for cleaning slates, black 
boards, glass, or other article, the compartment 
A is inverted over the article and subjected to 
slight lateral pressure, which will cause the 
slit a to open and allow a few drops of water 
to fall upon the article. The device is then 
returned to its normal position and the soft 
lmaterial in compartment B brought into con 
tact with the article, effectually cleaning and 
drying the same. The operation may be re 
peated as often as desired until the liquid in 
the sponge is exhausted, when it may be re 
filled, as before described. 
The sponge or other absorbent material 

forms a reservoir for the retention of water, 
and the peculiar construction of compartment 
A prevents evaporation, so that the supply of 
water will last a long time without replenish 
ing. 
become soiled, or for any other reason it is de 
sirable to change the same, it can be instantly 
withdrawn and thefresh material substituted. 
Should it become necessary to substitute a 
fresh sponge or absorbent material in com 
partment A, the same can be easily accom 

When the material in chamber B has 
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plished by first removing the material in com 
partment B and dist ending the opening C in 
the neck C. When the form of neck shown 
in Fig. 3 is employel, the water will be effect 
tally prevented from entering chamber 13 by 
the form of the slit (i. 
The pressure excited upon the side walls 

of receptacle A Will cause the slit o' alberture 
C to close more fightly, and no Water will en 
ter receptacle 3. If by accidental lesslie a 
(lantity of the licilliol be scueezed out of the 
sponge and settle in the botton ()f the clan 
ber A, the curved polition Will cause the W:- 
ter to 'emain it, the base ( )f the site : (1 Will 
prevent it from entering receptacle 3. 

I Fig. 4 I have shown anotlier species of 
my improved cleaning (levice, which will be 
found especially desirable in (leaning glass 
and in kind'ed uses. In this coust 1 (1i) )'o- 
wide the base portion 3 of harde laterial, 
such as glass () hard till)(er on' any other Slit 
:le init ('i:l. This '' ('ept: ('le is open at its 
uppel' (nd, at l is provided with a flag(, ), 
which diverges out Wardly from 1 ( ), it 
where it, joins the (hamler 3. 
The receptacle A is ?o I'med of fic Nille ma 

terial in the inlannel are: y ('s ('lied, all (lis 
provided with a flange, (', on its lower sicle, 
slightly smaller that the flangel. This flage, 
})eing elastic', nay le (N)attled and placed 
over and in engagement. With flange (), as 
shown in IFig. 4, a is will retail) the recepta 
cle in position by the tension of the elastic 
material of which it is "omposed. If pre 
ferred or found (lesirable, the flanges C and l) 
may be united by meals of 3 enient. The 
sponge may be inserted within the receptacle 
A before it is applied to the chamber 3, or 
after, as refered. I may prefer to form the 
chamber 3 with a solid top and place the 
sponge withil it before applying it to the base 
portion, in which case I may dispense with 
the botton of the receptacle A and construct 
the side walls of the same t () engage the 
flange l. 
The ?ons slowl and described a le my 

preferrel forms and constitute a very effi 
client cleaning device fol' slates and black 
boards, and by its peculiai' for in will rest, 
upon a desk or table in the position shown in 
the drawings. The water, being held by the 
absorbent material in an aii'-tight receptacle, 
will not coine il Contact With the (lesk Ol' 
table or any objects thereon, should the resel 
voir become accidentally inverted, and the 
shape of the base tends to keep the said res 
ervoir in an uplight position. I inlay) 'ovide 
the lower portion of clhamber 3 with a fla) or 
cover, which will prevent it when used on a 
desk or talle fo)). Soiling the objects with 
which it comes in colltact. 

By constructing the parts of elastic mate 
rial the device cannot be easily broken or 
rendered unfit for use, and hence is very dul 
able, and the sponge, being protected from 
wear, will last in clefinitely without renewal. 
While I have shown the receptacles A and 
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B as being integral and composed of elastic 
material, and again as being the one of elas 
tic and the other of harder material, the parts 
being suitably connected, I may construct 
then both separately of soft rule 1 o' other 
eastic s stance : . ( in if the lants ill in V 
Sita) (, alth ( '. 

I live show the recept:(le. A smallel tal 
(ii) () laid :love the sale. I lay, low 
( \'e', (instruct then if ellal size and of any 
preferred form without departing from the 
spirit of Iny inventic). 

IIaving described my in Vention, what I 
claim, aid desire to sectic: by lette's Patent, 
S 

1. A (le: line for states, lack (): I'ds, glass, 
:ld like articles, '() sisting of receptacles for 
containing a lic lil-supply and fol' ('Silg Ina 
terial, said liquid-'eceptacle being composed 
of elastic material and provided with all open 
ing normally closed by the tension of said 
elastic material, substantially as describel. 

2. In a cleane' for slates, blackboards, glass, 
and like lic (is, 11c (())liation, With a li 
id-receptacle for containing absolent ma 

terial and having ill) opening for the insei'- 
tion of the Sane, of a receptacle a (ljacent () 
said licuid-'eceptacle, the liquil-le('C') tacle 
leing coln)osel of elastic material andl '()- 
vided will ; discharge-opening, both of sail 
openings being noi'nally closed by the tension 
of the elastic laterial, sustantially as de 
scribed. 

3. In a cleaner ?on slates, blackboards, glass, 
and like articles, the Colnbilation), with a lic 
lid-receptacle having a thickened bottom lo 
tion provided with an alberture the (liameter 
of which is Sinall(st at its tol), of a '('c' (ptacle 
for drying material. substantially as de 
Sciled. 

4. In a (leaflet f islates act Othel' alticles, 
the coni bination, With an elastic receptacle, 
complete in itself, of a receptacle for absorb 
ent material, the sail receptacles being sepa 
ralle, but collected end to end, substantially 
as described. 

5. In a cleanel for slates, blackboards, glass, 
and like articles, the combination, with a lic 
uil-l'eceptacle (Oimposed wholly of elastic ima 
terial and provided with an elastic flange, of 
a receptacle for drying material having rigid 
Walls and provided with a diverging flange 
adapted to be engaged by said elastic flange, 
substantially as described. 

(i. In a cleanel' fol's lates, blackboards, glass, 
and like articles, the combination, with a lic 
uid-l'eceptacle composed of elastic matelial 
and provided with a thickened bottom por 
tion having an opening therein for the inse 
tion of absorbent material, and being also 
provided with an elastic flange, of a recepta 
cle for drying material having rigid walls and 
provided with a diverging flange adapted to 
be engaged by said elastic ?lange, substan 
tially as described. 

7. A cleane' for slates, lackboards, glass, 
and like articles, consisting of receptacles for 
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containing a liquid supply and for drying ma- said liquid - receptacle, substantially as de- IO 
terial, said liquid-receptacle being composed scribed. 
of elastic material and provided with absorb- In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
ent material within the same, substantially as presence of two witnesses. 
described. - -r N 

8. A cleaner for slates, blackboards, glass, NICHOLAY JEN SEN. 
and like articles, consisting of a liquid-recep- Witnesses: 
tacle composed of elastic material and hav- L. P. WHITAKER, 
ing an absorbent material wholly within the W. R. MACK. 


