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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a system and method for creating a custom designed template including a customised
software application, at least one window/screen, at least one template for a product/item and at least on© object and/or information
wherein the system provides a means of assisting a user to design their own customised templates and print customised products.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM OF GREATING CUSTOM DESIGNED TEMPLATES
Field of the Inventlon

The Invention relates to the design and craation of personaiised/oustomised
stationery items or packaging ltems and in particular, to a method and system of
creating custom designed templates, which provides a means of assisting a user to
design their own customlsed templates and print customised products.

Whilst the invention can be applicable to various statlonery items and packaging
products including personal letterhead, pamphlets, brochures, CD/DVD
inserts/cases, packaging labelling and invitations or the like, for convenience sake, it
ghall be describad herein in terms of a method and system for the design and/or
creation of customised templates.

Background to the Invention

In many situations, the use of customised stationery is preferred to standard
stationery to pravide a point of difference for the sendar. This may Involve the
application of a company logo to indicats the identity of the sender or an image or
design being applied to the envelops to provide decoration or Indicate a special
ogcasion,

Generally, custom designad' stationery is sent to a professional designer who will
correctly format and position the information andlor graphics so that it is printed
correctly on the envelopae. This editing process ¢an often be very tedious and timely
for the dasignefs who will often have to indepsndently place and adjust each image
by trial and error until the correct alignment can be achieved when the preduct is
printed.

Accordingly, it Is an objact of the present invention to overcome or substantially
ameliorate the disadvantages of the prior art by providing a method and system for
.crea‘ting cugtom designed templates which provides a means of assisting a user to
dasign their own customised templates and print customised products,
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Summary of the Invention

(n a first aspect, the present invention provides a system for creating a custom
designed temblate ineluding:

a customised software application;

at Ipast one window/screen;

at least one template for a product/item;

and at least one object and/or information wherein the system provides a means of
assisting a user to design their own customised templates and prin't'customlsed .
products.

It is preferrad that the product/item is an anvelope.

The system preferably includes at least one database associated with the
customised software application which is adapted to store Information related to the
system including, but not limited to, templates, fonts and graphics, created desfgns,
settings and any other necessary detalls and/or information.

A primary window/ecreen system is preferably in the form of an interactive graphic
interface which is adapted to enable a user to view andfor edit a layout of an
envelope they are designing. The layout of the envelope can preferably be displayed
in an A4 layout (where the envelope is in an unfolded open configuration) or an
envelope layout (where the sides of envelope are folded) whereby the front and back
sides of the envelope are displayed and treated as separate entitias. ‘

The interactive graphic interface preferably has provided at least one menu/selection
option relgvant to a specific functionality of the invention whereby the menu options
are preferably listed horizontally along the top of the window/screen and are adapted
to provide a list of one or more functions and/or options to a user upon selection.

It is preferred that at least one secondary window/scresn Is adapted to be asscciated
with a particular function of the system and is displayed when that function is
salacted and/or is in uge.

The interactive graphic interface preferably has provided at least one toolbar which
has provided at least one shortcut button which is adapted to provide quick access
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for a user to a particular functlon and/or optian. The too! bar(s) preferably has/have
provided at least one option/setting for the envelope which can be enterad and/or
selected by a user.

Preferably, the templates outline the dimensions and infermation areas of a standard
envelope and Information and/cr graphics can be overlaid onto the template over the
existing outling provided by the template.

The object can preferably be a text and/or graphic object which can be selected from
a number of objects provided by the system and or imported from an external source.
An object editing ool is preferably adapted to enable a user to edit/transform the
inserted object by adjusting the settings/options of {he object including, but not limited
to, size, orientation, wrapping or positioning or the like. A conversion tool is
preferably designed to calculats the X and Y position of the object(s) displayad in the
template and create and attach a tag to the object which iz adapted to store
information regarding the object, including the X and Y pesition so that the object will
be placed and positioned correctly within a selected view such as an A4 or DL view.

In a second aspect, the inventlon provides a method far creating a custom designed
template including the following steps:

providing a customisad software applicétion;

providing at least ona window/screen whereby a primary window/screen is in the
form of an interactive graphic interface;

providing at least one template for & product/itam;

a user selecting/oreating at least one template; :

a user Inserting at least one objsct and/or information onto a template to create a
new deslgn; .

a user editing said object(s)/information and/or template(s); and

said software application converting a newly designhed template into a printable
format wherein the method provides a means of assisting a user to design their own
customised templates and print customised products.

It Is preferred that the productfitem is an envelops.

In order that the invention may be more readily understood we will describe by way of
non-limiting example specific embodiments thereof. '
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Brief Degcription of the Drawings Figures

Figure 1 shows a front DL layout view of an envelope template of the method
and system for creating custom designed envelopes ascording to an
smbodiment of the invention,

Figure 2 shows a back DL layout view of an envelope template of the method
and system for creating custom designed envslopas(according to an

smbodiment of the invention.

Figure 3 shows an A4 layout view of an envelope template of the method and
system for creating custom designed envelopes according to an
embodiment of the invention,

Figure 4 shows a front DL layout view of an envelope template of the method
and systam for creating custom designed envelopss according to an
embodiment of the invention,

Description of a Preferred Embodiment of the Invention

Figures 1 to 4 show the method and system for creating custom deslgned envelopas
according to an embodiment of the invention.

In this preferred ambodiment, the invention provides a system for creating at least
one custom designed template which provides a means of assisting a user to design
their own customised templates and print customised products. In a preferred
embodiment, the system has provided a customised software application 1 which is
adapted to enable a user to easlly create thelr own customised template designs to
be printed on a product. The invention shall be described herain using the method
and system {o ereats a custom designad envalope as an example of a product/item
to demonstrate the features of the invention. However, it is to be acknowledged that
the invention could readily be applied to varicus stationery items and packaging
products including, but not limited to personal letterhead, pamphlets, brochures,
CD/DVD inserts/cases, packaging labelling and invitations or the like. It is snvisaged
that the features of the invention may remain the same and/or be modified to suit
these alternative examples.
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In a preferred embodiment, the software application 1 is preferably provided as a
stand-alone product which is adapted to be installed onto a suitable computer system
(mot shown) made by any computer manufacturer such as [BM, Hewlett-Packard, »
Dell, Compag, Seny, Acer or the like. In a further embodiment, It is envisaged that
the software application 1 may be in the form of a plug-in application which can work
with existing technology andfor applications to provide the functionality of the
invantion to existing systems. In yst another further embodiment of the invention, it Is
anvisaged that the system can be provided as an onfine application wheraby the
software application 1 can be installed on a server which can be accassible by at
least one user connected over a distributed communications network such as the
intarnet or the fike. |

The system praferably has provided at least one database (not shown) associated
with the customised software 1 which is adapted to store information related to the
system including, but not limited to, templates, fonts and graphics, created deslgns,
settings and any other necessary detalls andfor informatlon. It Is envisaged that the
information may ba In any sultable format such as text, graphic, audio, video or the
like necessary for the crestion of the envelope. The information can preferably be
providad by the service provider and/or creator of the system (not shown),

The system preferably has provided at least cne window/screen 10 which is adapted
to be digplayed on a display screen (not shown) of a computer. A primary window 11
of the system is preferably in the form of an interactive graphic interface which is
adapted to enable a user to view and/or edit the layout of an envelope 20 they are
designing. At least one secondary window/screen 10 is preferably associated with a
parficular function of the sysiem and is displayed when that function is selected
and/or is in use. In a preferred embodiment, the user is able to view the layout of the
envelope 20 in an A4 layout (where the envelope is in an unfolded, open
configuration) or an envelope layout (where the sides of envelope are folded),
whereby the front and back sides of the envelope 20 are displayed and treated as
separate entities. However, it Is envisaged that In an alternate embodiment of the
invention, the two sldes of the envelope 20 could also be treated as a single entity.

The interactive graphic interface 11 preferably has provided at least one
menulssloction option 30 relevant to a specific functionality of the invention. The
menu options 30 are preferably listed horizontally along the top of the layout screen
11 but may be positioned anyway on the window/sereen 10 and are adapted to
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provide a list of one or more functions and/or options to a user upen selection. Upon
selection of a particular function, a new window 12 will preferably be opened and
displayed on the screen with Information relating to that funcﬁcmloption, In a
preferred embodiment, the functlonfoption may preferably include, but not be limited
to, the following:

¢ new template/envelope:;

e gpen existing template/envelope;

s save;

* view envelope/object;

e object details, adjustment and transformation;

+ gellings;

« document;

* window; and

* help. .
The interactive graphic interface 11 preferably has provided at least one toolbar 31.
The toolbar 31 praférably has provided at least one shortcut button 32 which s
adapted to provide quick access for a user to a particular function and/for option. The
tool bar(s) 31 may preferably also have provided at least one option/setting for the
envelope which can be entered and/or selectad by a user,

The system preferably has provided at least one template 40 which a user can edit to
craats their own template design for an envelope 20. The template(s) 40 preferably
outline the dimensions and information areas of a standard envelope 20. The
template(s) 40 isfare preferably created such that information and/or graphles can be
everlaid onto the template 40 over the exlsting outllna‘ provided by the template 40.
The location on the template 40 for the front face Is calculatad by the type of fold and
size of the finlshed envelope 20. The balance of the sheet is divided and set aside for
the information from the rear face of the envelope 20, Different zonss of the template
40 are divided by fold lines and the front face of the envelope. The segment
orisntation is allowed for depending on the fold. The Information is then placed on
each of the segments and corrected orlentated for the fold. It is envisaged that the
system may have provided a number of preset templates which have been already
deslgnéd to suit different snvelops styles and dimensiong whereby the user can
simply Ingert the necessary information and/or objects as indicated on the template
40. Howsver, the templates 40 can also include those which a user has already
custom desligned and saved on the system for future use.
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The system preferably has at least one object 50 which is adapted to be inserted
onto the template 40 in order to create a new custom designed template 40, The
object 50 is preferably a text andfor graphic object. The system preferably has
provided a number of objects 50 from which a user can selact to suit their design.
Alternatively, it is envisaged that the user can import the object as a file which may
be stored on the computer and/or any other suitable media storage device and/or
obtained from an external source such as the internet or the like. Oncs the object has
been opened/selected/imported, the object can preferably be dragged and dropped
onto the template 40 at the desired position,

The system preferably has provided an object editing tool 60 which is adapted to
enable a user to edittransform the inserted object 50 by adjusting the
settings/options of the object Including, but not limited to, size, orientation, wrapping
or positioning or the like. Accordingly, the object 50 can be edited to align with the
front of the envelope 20 and/or be "wrapped® around the envelops 20 so that a first
part of the object 50 is visible an the front of the envelops 20 and the continuation of
the object 50 may be visible on the back of the envélope 20 when it is in an open
andfor closed configuration. If the object 50 is to be “wrapped”, the system will
calculate the area of the object 50 which is overhanging the edge of the template,
and in particular the top' corner of the A4 printing page, and replicate the oblect 50 to
be positioned on the diagonally opposing corner, or oppbsing side, so that the entire
object 50 will align, and be whols, when the envelope 20 is in a folded configuration.

A eonversion tool (not shown) of the system Is preferably designed to calculate the X
and Y position of the object(s) 50 displayed in the DL envelope template layout and
create and attach a tag (not shown) to the objact 50. The tag is preferably adapted to
store Information regarding the object 50, including the X and Y posiilon, so that the
object 50 will be placed and pesitioned correctly within a selected view such as an A4
or DL vlew. For instance, an object 50 placed on the back envelope will have a flag to
record that it is an object to be placed where the back flap will be printed in the A4
view 42,

The invention provides a method of designing and/or creating at least one custom
designed envelope 20 using a customised software application 1. The method
Involves a user opening the customised software applisation 1 and selecting a
template 40 for an envelope 20. The user preferably Inserts at least one object 50
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onto the envelope layout template 40 by uploading a stored file, pasting an
image/text from the clipboard andfor typing in text. The user then uses the objsct
editing tool to adjust the size, orientation, wrapping or posttldntng or the like of the
object 50, |

Once the abject(s) 50 has/have been placed onto the envelops template 40 as
desired, the user may preferably select the A4 layout display to prepare the envelope
for printing. The system will then take the objects 50 which have besn placed onto
the DL envelope template 41 and copy and reposition them onto the A4 layout
template 42 utilising a lstter templats to dictate how the abjects 50 will need to
repositioned on the A4 layout 42 so that the objects 50 lie within the margins
specified for the front and back of the envelope 20 on the Ad view 42, and it is
suitable for printing. It is envisaged that the dimensions, angles and transformation of
objects 50, such as text and images, will also be reflected when the design Is
converted and displayed between different layouts andior views. In a preferrsd
embodiment, the A4 layout 42 depicts the front of the envelope positioned angularly
across the page with four filap portions extending outwardly from each side of the
envelape to fill the remainder of the page. These flap portions 21 are adapted to
contain the back layout for the envelope which will preferably be positioned such that
when the four flaps 21 are folded together the objects 50 positioned thereon will align
seamlessly to form the completed back layout. It Is envisaged that a barcode area
22 of the envelope 20 will be protected from the surrounding deslgn so that whan the
snvelops 20 is printad there will be a white border surrounding the barcode 22 so
that it can be read successfully.

Whilst the system has been designed herein in terms of envelopes, it is envisaged
that the system of the invention could also be adapted to other stationery or
packaging Items which are often templated such as letterheads, Invitations, thank
you cards or the like.

While we have described herein a particular smbodiment of a method and system for
creating custom designed envelopes, it is further envisaged that other embodiments
of the Invention could exhibit any number and combination of any one of the features
previously described. However, it is to be understood that any varations and
modifications can be made without departing from the spirit and scope thereof,
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The claims defining the invention are as follows:

1. A system for creating a custom designed template including:
* a customised sofiware application;
at least one window/screen;
at least one template for a product/fitem;
and at least one object and/or infarmation wherein the system provides a means
of assisting a user to design their own customised templates and print
customised products,

2. A system for creating a custom designed template as claimed in claim 1 wherein
the product/item is an envalope.

3. A system for creating a custom designad template as claimed in claim 1 which

includes at least one database associated with the customised sofiware

~ application whieh is adapted to store information related to the system including,

but not limited to, templates, fonts and graphics, created designs, settings and
any other necassary details and/or information.

4, A system for creating a custom deslgned template as claimed in claim 1 or claim
2 wherein a primary window/screen system ig in the form of an interactive graphic
interface which is adapted to enable a user to view and/or edit a layout of an
envelope they ara designing.

5. A system for creating a custom deslghed template as claimed in claim 4 whetein
the layout of the envelope ls displayed in an A4 layout (where the envelope is in
an unfolded, open configuration) or an envelope layout (where the sides of
ehvelope are folded), whergby the front and back sides of the envelope are
displayed and treated as separate entities.

6. A system for creating a custom desighed template as ¢laimed in ¢laim S or claim
4 ‘wherein the interactive graphlc interface has provided at least one
menu/selection option relevant to a specific functionality of the invention.

7. A system for creating a custom designed template as claimed in claim & where
the menu options are preferably listed horizontally along the top of the
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window/scresn and are adapted to provide a list of one or more functions andfor
options to a user upon selection.

8. A system for creating a custom designed template as claimed in any one of claim
4 ta claim § wherein the interactive graphic Interface has provided at least one
toolbar.

-8, A system for oreating a custom designed template as claimed in claim 8 wherein
the toolbar(s) has/have provided at least one shortcut button which is adapted to
provide quick access for a user to a particular function and/or option.

10. A gystem for creating a custom designed template as claimed in claim 8 or claim
9 wharein the tool bar(s) has/have provided at least one option/setting for the -
envelope which can be entered and/or selected by a user.

11. A system for treating a custom designed template as claimed in any preceding
clalm whersin at least one secondary window/screen is adapted to be assoclated
with & particutar function of the system and is displayed when that function is
selected and/or is in use.

12. A systam for creating a custom designed template as claimed in any preceding
claim wherein the tel'hplate(s) preferably outling the dimensions and information
areas of a standard envelope and information and/or graphics can be ovettaid
onto the template over the existing outline provided by the template.

13. A system for creating a custom designed template as slaimed in any one of the
abova claims wherein the object can be a text and/or graphic object which can be
selected from a number of objects provided by the system and/or imported from
an external source,

14. A system for creating a custom designed template as claimed in any preceding
claim which Includes an object editing tool which is adapted to enable a user to
sdit/transform the inserted object by adjusting the seitings/options of the object
including, but not limited to, size, orlentatlon, wrapping or positioning or the like.

16. A system for creating a custom designed template as claimed in any preceding
claim which includes 2 conversion tool that is designed to calculate the X and Y
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position of the objeot(s) displayad in the template and create and aftach a tag to
the object.

16. A system for creating a custom designed template as claimed in clalm 15 whersin
the tag ls preferably adapted to stors information regarding the object, including
the X and Y position 8o that the object will be placed and positioned correctly
within a selected view such as an A4 or DL view.

17, A method for creating a custom desighed template Including the following steps:

providing a customised software application;
providing at least one window/screan wheraby a primary window/screen is in the
form of an Interactive graphic interface;
providing at least one templats for a product/item;
@ user selecting/creating a template;
a user inserting at least one object and/ar information onto a templats to create a
new design;
a user editing sald object(s)/information and/or template(s); and
sald software applicétlon' convarting a newly designad template into a printable

- format wherein the method provides a means of assisting a user to design their
own customnised templates and print customised products.

18. A method for creating a custom designed template as claimed in clalm 17
wherein the product/item is an envelope.

18. A method and system for creating a custom designed template as substantially
described herain with reference to the above examples and drawing figures.
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