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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A device for holding a tag or the like on suitable sup-
ports such as articles of merchandise. The device has a
base portion including supporting means in the form of
a magnet, a shelf-talker engaging bracket, a tongue plate,
needle-like prongs, or the like, and this base portion sup-
ports a tag holding arm made of spring wire with a heli-
cal looped portion arranged frictionally to receive and
hold a tag removably between the loops. The tag holding
arm has extensions on the opposite end from the looped
portion provided with inturned ends which pivotally en-
gage sockets in the base portion. The base has a plurality
of projections engageable by the extensions of the tag
holding arm for holding the latter in selected pivoted posi-
tions, The helical loop portion is arranged to have a snap-
on engagement with an attachment which in turn remov-
ably holds a tag.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to new and useful improvements
in tag holding devices.

While tag holding devices have heretofore been pro-
vided for removably attaching tags to various articles of
merchandise, such holding devices have not been suffi-
ciently versatile and of low cost to achieve commercial
success. Applicant has conceived a tag holding device
which on the one hand is inexpensive to manufacture
and which on the other hand has means for easily at-
taching it to an article of merchandise. Furthermore, the
holding device is arranged to position the tag for efficient
inspection by customers.

The present invention thus has as a primary objective
thereof to provide a tag holding device which is inex-
pensive to manufacture, which is versatile in its attach-
ment to various supports, and which is arranged to pre-
sent a tag for efficient inspection.

Another object is to provide a tag holding device which
employs a holding arm of spring wire having a helical
looped portion arranged to frictionally receive and hold
the tag in the loop, and also including base means on
which the tag holding arm is mounted, the attaching
means between the tag holding arm and the base com-
prising a pivotally adjustable attachment wherein the
said tag holding arm can be positioned selectively for
best viewing of a tag supported on the arm.

Another object is to provide a tag holding device of the
type described having novel attaching means between the
tag holding arm and the base for selectively adjusting the
said tag holding arm.

Still another object is to provide in a tag holding de-
vice of the type described a plate member for receiving
a tag which is viewed from the front side of the plate
member, said plate member having a projection on the
rear side thereof providing a snap-on engagement with
the helical looped portion with the tag holding arm.

The invention will be better understood and additional
objects and advantages will become apparent from the
following description which illustrates preferred forms
of the device.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of one form of. the
present tag holding device;

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the
line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view taken on the line
3—3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a top plan view taken on the line 4—4 of
FIG. 1;

FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 are fragmentary perspective views
showing alterative forms of base structure for the tag
holding device;

FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken on the line 8—8 of
FIG. 9 and illustrating a tag holding plate attachable to
the holding arm;

FIG. 9 is a face view of the plate member taken on the
line 9—9 of FIG. 8, the structure being partly broken
away;

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary elevational view of another
form of base structure;

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary elevational view of the struc-
ture of FIG. 10, taken on the line 11 of FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a side elevational view of still another form
of the invention; and

FIG. 13 is a sectional view taken on the line 13—13
of FIG. 12.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring in detail to the drawings, and first to FIGS.
1-4, a first form of the present tag holding device uti-
lizes a base 10 and a tag holding arm I12. In the em-
bodiment of FIG. 1, the base 10 comprises a support
plate 14 to which is secured a body member 16 ex-
tending at right angles to the support plate 14. Body
member 16 has a right angle foot extension 18 at one
end and a tubular, open-ended sleeve-like portion 20 at
the other end.

Support plate 14 may be constructed of a heavy ma-
terial in order that the device will stand upright but
preferably comprises a permanent magnet whereby the
device can be removably attached to articles of mer-
chandise formed of magnetic attracting material. Where
the support plate 14 comprises a magnet, it is preferred
that it have a top plate 22 bonded thereto to which the
foot extension 18 is permanently secured, such struc-
ture being particularly applicable for use wherein the
the support plate 14 comprises a magnet, it is preferred
net which due to its consistency is adapted for attach-
ment to the surfaces of appliances and the like without
possibility of scratching such surfaces.

Mounted in each of the open ends of the sleeve por-
tion 20 is an insert 24 having a central bore 26 and a
flanged outer end 28. Each of the flanged ends 28 has a
pair of inwardly projecting knobs or projections 30 ex-
tending paralle] to the inserts 24 and spaced to receive
the body member 16 therebetween. Knobs 30 serve to
anchor the inserts against rotation on the body member.

The tag holding arm is constructed of a single piece of
spring wire and has a helical loop portion 32 formed in-
termediate its ends. Extensions 34 from the loop portion
32 have angular bends 36 therein so that the axis of the
loop portion is parallel to the said extensions. The exten-
sions 34 have inturned end portions 38 which serve as
the supporting shaft for the tag holding arm 12.

Since the tag holding arm 12 is constructed of a spring
wire, the extensions 28 are readily installed in the inserts
24 by spreading the said extensions apart and then allow-
ing them by their spring force to move into the bores 26.
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Such spring action of the extensions 34 serves to hold the
inserts 24 in the body member 16 for assembly purposes.

Flanges 28 of the inserts 24 have outwardly projecting
knobs 40 arranged in a circular pattern adjacent the pe-
ripheral surface of the flanges. These knobs are spaced
apart selectively whereby to receive the extensions 34
therebetween and have an outward dimension serving to
hold the tag holding portion in a fixed rotative position
under the normal weight of the arm 12 and a tag T therein
but permitting forced rotation thereof over the top of the
knobs when it is desired to adjust the rotated position of
such tag holding portion. The spring wire construction of
the arm 12 allows sufficient flexing thereof for manually
forcing the extensions 34 over the knobs.

A tag T is shown in mounted position in the holder in
FIG. 1. Such tag is installed in the holder merely by forc-
ing it edgewise in between loops of the portion 32. It is
held in place by frictional engagement by the loops.

The base of the tag holding device may take different
forms as shown in FIGS. 5, 6 and 7. That is, instead of
utilizing a magnetic base, the body member 16 is secured
to a bracket 42 arranged to fit in the usual shelf talker
channels of well known construction. This bracket com-
prises a top wall 44 to which the body member 16 is se-
cured, 2 pair of angled side walls 46 and end flanges 48
bent relative to the walls 46 to be substantially parallel
with the top wall 44. Bracket 42 is made of spring metal,
and for mounting the bracket in the conventional shelf
talker channel, the side walls 46 are manually flexed in-
wardly to a reduced span of the channel opening. When
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released, the spring biasing action of the walls 46 holds -

the tag holding device in place.

In FIG. 6, the body member 164 is constructed such
that a foot extension 18a is elongated to form a tongue
adapted for insertion between articles of merchandise or
layers thereof. The tongue 182 may for example be in-
serted between the layers of a rolled rug or between arti-
cles of stacked merchandise for holding the device in a
tag displaying condition.

FIG. 7 shows a modification wherein one or more stick
pins 50 are secured to a foot extension 185 whereby the
device is adapted to be supported on an article of mer-
chandise by embedding the stick pins 50 therein.

FIGS. 8 and 9 show a structure wherein the loop por-
tion 32 of tag holding arm 12 is adapted to be connected
to and supports a holder 52 for tags or the like. The holder
52 comprises a plate 53 provided with a forwardly spaced,
inturned front peripheral flange 54 forming a tag holding
slot 56 which as best seen in FIG. 9 has an opening 58
along one edge of the plate for insertion and removal of
the tags from the slot.

Holder 52 is removably attached to the tag holding arm
12. For this purpose, it has a rear projection 60 provided
with a peripheral groove 62 having substantially the same
diameter as the inner diameter of the helical loop 32 on
the tag holding arm 12, and in order to attach the holder
52 to the said tag holding arm the loop 32 is forcefully
snapped over the rib 64 into the groove 62. The holder is
removed from the tag holding arm by forcefully pulling
it off. Although the holder is installed by forceful engage-
ment or disengagement of the loop 32 and projection 60,
the friction grip of these last mentioned parts is sufficient
to bear the weight of the plate and tag and to prevent ro-
tation of the arm relative to the base.

According to the present invention, price tags or the
like can be readily and removably attached to articles of
" merchandise or to other supports such as shelves, counters,
furniture, or the like. The tag holding arms 12 can be ro-
tated to a desired position wherein the tag will be plainly
visible to the customer and due to the engagement of the
arm 12 by the side knobs 40 on the inserts 24 the tags are
held in a fixed position even though supporting a substan-
tially heavy tag or tag holder. With regard to the embodi-
ment of FIGS. 8 and 9, not only can the tag holding arm
12 be rotated so as to position the holder 52 as desired but
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the latter can also be rotated relative to the arm for best
viewing.

FIG. 10 illustrates another base form of the tag holding
device wherein the body member 16a has a spring clip 66
attached thereto and adapted for frictional engagement
on shelf edges 68 or the like.

In FIGS. 12 and 13, the base or holding portion com-
prises a clothespin-type structure 70 having clip members
72 and 74 provided with jaw ends 76. The clip members
72 and 74 are pivotally connected on a bushing 78 of a
friction-type material such as plastic, and such bushing
has a central bore 80 for receiving inturned ends 38 of
tag holding arm 12 of a structure identical to that of F1G.
1. The fitted engagement of the clip member 72 and 74
on the bushing 78 and the fitted engagement of the arm
ends 38 in the bushing are sufficiently tight such that the
arm 12 will remain in a position where set.

It is to be understood that the forms of my invention
herein shown and described are to be taken as preferred
examples of the same and that various other changes in
the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. A tag holding device comprising

(a) a base portion having means adapted for remov-
ably supporting said device on a supporting member,

(b) a tag holding arm having tag holding means at one
end arranged frictionally to receive and hold a tag,

(c) a pair of extensions at the other end of said tag
holding arm having inturned portions,

(d) means defining sockets in said base portion ar-
ranged to pivotally receive the inturned portions of
said extensions,

(e) and means on said base portion releasably holding
said extensions and thus said tag holding arm in se-
lected pivoted positions.

2. The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein

(a) said base portion includes a bottom support for re-
movably supporting said device on a supporting
member,

(b) a body member projecting from said bottom sup-
port,

(¢) and means on said body member pivotally receive
the inturned ends of said extensions.

3. The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein

(a) said base portion includes a bottom support for re-
movably supporting said device on a supporting
member,

(b) a body member projecting from said bottom sup-
port and having a sleeve portion thereon,

(c) inserts non-rotatably mounted in the ends of said
sleeve portion having said sockets therein receiving
pivotally the inturned ends of said extensions,

(d) and means on said body member engageable by
said extensions and arranged to hold said tag holding
arm in selected pivoted positions.

4. The tag holding device of claim 3 wherein

(a) said inserts have inner and outer ends,

(b) said means on said body member for holding the
tag holding arm in selected pivoted positions com-
prises a plurality of projections on the outer ends of
said inserts arranged in a circular pattern and be-
ing disposed in selected spaced relation whereby to
receive said extensions therebetween to hold said tag
holding arm against rotation.

5. The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein

(a) said tag holding arm is constructed of spring wire,

(b) said tag holding means comprising a helical loop
in said arm arranged to frictionally hold a tag be-
tween convolutions thereof,

(c) said base portion including a bottom support for
removably supporting said device on a supporting
member,

(d) a body member projecting from said bottom sup-
port and having a sleeve portion thereon,
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(e) inserts non-rotatably mounted in the ends of said
sleeve portion having said sockets therein receiving
pivotally the inturned ends of said extensions and be-
ing held in said sleeve by inward spring force of said
extensions,

(f) said inserts having inner and outer ends,

(g) said means on said body member for holding the
tag holding arm in selected pivoted positions compris-
ing a plurality of projections on the outer ends of
said inserts arranged in a circular pattern and being
disposed in selected spaced relation whereby to re-
ceive said extensions therebetween to hold said tag
holding arm against rotation.

6 The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein said base
portion includes a magnet for holding said device on a
support member.

7. The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein said base
portion includes spring clip means arranged for engage-
ment with a support member.

8. The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein said base
portion includes an elongated tongue.

9. The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein said base
portion includes sharpened projections,
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10. The tag holding device of claim 1 wherein

(a) said tag holding means comprises a helical loop in
said arm,

(b) said device also including a plate member in com-
bination therewith,

(c) said plate member having means for removably
receiving a tag for viewing from the front thereof,
and a projection on the rear side of said plate mem-
ber,

(d) said projection having means providing a snap-on
into said helical loop.
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