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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CALVIN F. DARNELL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at In 
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Wooden Lathing, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My Said invention relates to that class of 

laths which are made from boards, by cutting 
slits therein; and the object is to produce 
pieces of lathing, which may be placed upon 
the wall indiscriminately and at the same 
time preserve a uniform spacing, or width of 
lath, all as will be hereinafter more particu 
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larly described and claimed. 
Referring to the accompanying drawings, 

which are made a part hereof, and on which 
similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts, Figure 1 is a plan view of several lath 
boards made into lathing, and formed and 
arranged in accordance with my invention, 
and Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view of 
the same, after the plaster has been applied 
thereto. 
The lath material or lath boards are com 

mon boards formed into laths Aby means of 
rows of slits S with short intervening connect 
ing parts a. The slits are arranged to pass 
each other, or break joints, so that the con 
necting parts C of one row of slits are oppo 
site central points of the slits adjacent there 
to, and said slits, except those next the edges 
of the lath pieces, are a distance apart equal 
to the width of the single laths, while those 
near the edge are half that distance from the 
edge, and thus, when the edges of adjacent 
pieces are brought together, these two lath 
portions are equal in width to one of the other 
laths, and thus the edge laths are always the 
same width as the middle laths, without re 
gard to the relation in which the lath boards 

are placed longitudinally. This, as will be 
readily understood, is very important, as laths 
should be all of substantially the same width 
in order to produce the best results; and 45 
where, as in Some former cases of lath struct 
ures, the slits are so positioned as to produce 
differing widths, the result is that some por 
tions of the plastering are held less firmly 
than others, and more apt to be dislodged or so 
broken; besides, in such cases, if anything 
approximating uniformity is to be secured, a 
certain unvarying relation must be main 
tained between the lath boards as they are 
put on, which often occasions considerable 55 
waste. By my improved arrangement, on the 
contrary, the lath boards may be placed on in 
any relation desired, and the result, so far as 
the spacing is concerned, remains the same. 
Having thus fully described my said inven- 6o 

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

Sections of lathing consisting of boards or 
panels provided with a series of longitudinal 
slits extending in parallel lines, braced and 65 
supported by short uncut sections of the ma 
terial between the adjacent ends of the slits 
in each row or line of slits, said slits being 
arranged so that those in adjacent rows will 
overlap or break joints, the row of slits near- 7o 
est each edge of the board or panel being 
formed a distance from said edge equal to 
half the distance between the other rows, 
whereby a uniform width of lath is secured 
regardless of longitudinal position of the 75 
boards or panels in relation to each other, all 
substantially as described and for the pur 
poses specified. 

CALVIN F. DARNELL. 
Witnesses: 

W. C. DAVID, 
W. II, NICKERSON. 


