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The invention provides a luggage apparatus (10, 110) capable of being used in normal mode and
alternately in child carrying mode. Luggage apparatus (10, 110) has a top (12, 112) a bottom (14,
114), a front (16, 116), a rear (18, 118) and opposing sides (20, 120) and (22, 122). The dimension
between the front (16, 116) and the rear (18, 118) is longer than the dimension between the
opposing sides (20, 120) and (22, 122). A first wheel means (24, 124) is located in the vicinity of
the front (16, 116). The first wheel means (24, 124) is used to wheel luggage apparatus (10, 110) in
normal mode. A second wheel means (28, 128) is located in the vicinity of the rear (18, 118) and,
in conjunction with the first wheel means (24, 124), can be used to wheel the luggage apparatus
(10, 110) in child carrying mode. A child seat (44, 144) is foldable within the luggage apparatus (10,
110) in normal mode and unfoldable in child carrying mode to be positioned on or above the top
(12, 112) of the luggage apparatus (10, 110). The child seat (44) is attached to, and moveable with,
a frame (52) which folds into the luggage in the normal mode. In child carrying mode, the longer
dimension is substantially parallel to the ground supporting the luggage apparatus (10, 110) and
the unfolded child seat (44, 144) is positioned so that the centre of gravity of the child seat (44,
144) and any child thereon is substantially between the front (16, 116) and the rear (18, 118).
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- a second wheel means located in the vicinity of the rear and, in conjunction with the first 

wheel means, adapted to enable wheeling of the luggage apparatus in child carrying 

mode;  

- a child seat comprising a backrest and a seating portion, wherein the child seat is 

foldable within the luggage apparatus in the normal mode and unfoldable in the child 

carrying mode where the seating portion is positioned at the top of the luggage apparatus 

and the child seat is adapted to support and carry a child; and 

- a frame attaching the child seat to the luggage apparatus, the frame the frame being 

foldable at pivot points to fold within the luggage apparatus in the normal mode and to 

unfold in child carrying mode to support the child seat, wherein the seating portion of the 

child seat moves relative to the luggage apparatus when the frame is moved between the 

normal mode and the child carrying mode; 

wherein, in the child carrying mode, the longer dimension is substantially parallel to the 

ground supporting the luggage apparatus and the unfolded child seat is positioned so that 

the centre of gravity of the child seat and any child thereon is substantially between the front 

and the rear. 

It is preferred that the luggage apparatus of the invention has a handle, which may be 

extendable in either or both the normal mode and the child carrying mode. Optionally, the 

handle may be storable against the top or sides of the luggage apparatus. The handle may be 

detachable. Preferably the handle is mounted towards the rear of the luggage apparatus, in 

proximity to the second wheel means. 

The handle is preferably located on the outside of the luggage apparatus of the invention. In 

the embodiments described below in connection with the drawings, the handle lies parallel to 

the top of the apparatus. However, it is within the scope of the invention that the handle is 

configured differently, including that the handle is at an oblique angle to the top. 

In an embodiment, the child seat is independent of the handle. This can be advantageous, 

because the handle may be used in different configurations, being able to push the luggage 

apparatus from the front or from the rear in child carrying mode. When transporting an infant, 

it is often desirable for the carer to be facing the infant. An embodiment of the invention in 

which the luggage apparatus can be pushed from the front enables this. A further advantage 

of having the handle independent of the child seat is that it can be easier to allow for variable 

angles of the seat and the handle position. 
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Brief Description of Drawings 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will now be described, by way of 

examples only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a front perspective view of an embodiment of the luggage apparatus 

5 of the invention with the child seat folded away; 

Figure 2 shows the embodiment of Figure 1 after the child seat has been unfolded 

ready for use; 

Figure 3 shows a front perspective view of a second embodiment of the luggage 

apparatus of the invention, with a top lid of the luggage apparatus opened to expose 

10 the folded child seat; 

Figure 4 shows the Figure 3 embodiment after the child seat has been unfolded for 

use with an infant; 

Figure 5 shows the Figure 4 embodiment after the child seat has engaged with the 

top lid of the luggage apparatus; 

15 Figure 6 is a view similar to that in Figure 5, except that the handle of the luggage 

apparatus is adjusted so that user faces a child in the child seat; 

Figure 7 shows the Figure 3 embodiment after the child seat has been unfolded for 

use with an older child; 

Figure 8 shows the embodiments of Figures 1 and 2 from beneath; 

20 Figure 8A illustrates a detail of the rear castor wheel pivot and lock mechanism circled 

in Figure 8; 

Figure 9 is a view from beneath, after the rear wheels have been pivoted into the 

body of the luggage apparatus and the handle stowed; 
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suitably lightweight but strong fabric attached to a frame such as frame 152. The 

backrest fabric is attached by side panels to the frame. In a reclining position, the 

backrest is approximately parallel to the frame. To reduce the recline angle (relative to 

vertical), the top part of the backrest is drawn inwardly towards the frame, for example 

5 by using a webbing recline strap or similar means. The backrest then is no longer 

parallel to the frame but converges towards it at the top of the backrest.  

Reference is now made to Figures 8, 8a and 9. Figures 8 and 9 shows the 

embodiments of Figures 1 and 2 from beneath, while Figure 8a shows a detail of the 

rear castor wheel pivot and lock mechanism circled in Figure 8. The views in Figures 

10 8, 8a and 9 are also applicable to the embodiments in Figures 3 to 7, but for 

convenience, the labels of Figures 1 and 2 will be used for Figures 8, 8a and 9.  

Castor wheels 28 are mounted in wheel assembly 29. Pivot joint 60 is mounted on 

axle 62. Pivot joint 60 is slidable along axle 62. Spring 64 may be mounted on axle 62 

in front of pivot joint 60, as shown in Figures 8 and 8a, or behind pivot joint 60, as 

15 shown in Figure 9. Spring 64 is rotationally biased to retract wheel assemblies 29.  

For use in child carrying mode, pivot joints 60 are locked into the configuration shown 

in Figures 8 and 8a by notched sections 66. For normal mode, pivot joints 60 and 

hence wheel assemblies 29 are pivoted into recesses 68, as shown by the arrows in 

Figure 9.  

20 As an alternative to using notched sections 66, pivot joints 60 and wheel assembles 

29 may be locked in place via a mechanism associated with handle 30. This option is 

illustrated in Figures 10 to 12.  

Figure 10 shows the shape of recesses 26 and 68 within the body of luggage 

apparatus 10. Brake 70 is shown connecting wheel assemblies 29 and acts as a link 

25 between wheel assemblies 29 to ensure that both wheels 28 open and retract as one.  

Brake 70 operates in known manner and is able to lock wheel assemblies 29 so that 

travel is restricted to forward and backward, or to arrest movement of luggage 

apparatus 10 entirely.  
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The claims defining the invention are as follows 

 

1. A luggage apparatus capable of being used in normal mode and alternately in 

child carrying mode, the luggage apparatus including: 

 a top, a bottom, a front, a rear and opposing sides, the dimension 

between the front and the rear being longer than the dimension between 

the opposing sides; 

 a first wheel means located in the vicinity of the front and adapted to 

enable wheeling of the luggage apparatus in normal mode; 

 a second wheel means located in the vicinity of the rear and, in 

conjunction with the first wheel means, adapted to enable wheeling of 

the luggage apparatus in child carrying mode;  

 a child seat comprising a backrest and a seating portion, wherein the 

child seat is foldable within the luggage apparatus in the normal mode 

and unfoldable in the child carrying mode where the seating portion is 

positioned at the top of the luggage apparatus and the child seat is 

adapted to support and carry a child; and 

 a frame attaching the child seat to the luggage apparatus, the frame the 

frame being foldable at pivot points to fold within the luggage apparatus 

in the normal mode and to unfold in child carrying mode to support the 

child seat, wherein the seating portion of the child seat moves relative to 

the luggage apparatus when the frame is moved between the normal 

mode and the child carrying mode; 

wherein, in the child carrying mode, the longer dimension is substantially 

parallel to the ground supporting the luggage apparatus and the unfolded child 

seat is positioned so that the centre of gravity of the child seat and any child 

thereon is substantially between the front and the rear. 
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2. The luggage apparatus of claim 1, wherein the seat is adjustable between a 

reclined position for use with an infant and a less reclined position for use with 

an older child.  

3. The luggage apparatus of claim 2, wherein the backrest is supported by the 

frame and wherein adjustment of recline angle includes adjusting the angle of 

the backrest.  

4. The luggage apparatus of claim 3, wherein, in the reclined position, the 

backrest is angled at 40 degrees or less to the ground.  

5. The luggage apparatus of claims 3 or 4, wherein adjustment of recline angle 

comprises adjustment of backrest angle, relative to the frame.  

6. The luggage apparatus according to claims 3 or 4, wherein adjustment of 

recline angle comprises adjustment of the frame, relative to the apparatus.  

7. The luggage apparatus of claim 6, wherein the frame includes a support for 

adjustment of the recline angle. 

8. The luggage apparatus of claim 7, wherein the apparatus includes a series of 

notches which may be engaged by the support to adjust recline angle.  

9. The luggage apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 8, which includes an 

optionally extendible handle. 

10. The luggage apparatus of claim 9 wherein the child seat is not supported by or 

attached to the handle. 

11. The luggage apparatus of claim 9 or 10, the handle being adjustable without 

interfering with child seat recline angle.  

12. The luggage apparatus of any one of claims 9 to 11, wherein the handle is 

configured for use in different positions to enable the handle to be pushed from 

the front or rear of the luggage apparatus. 
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13. The luggage apparatus of any one of claims 3 to 8, wherein a first 

compartment is located close to the top of the luggage apparatus, the first 

compartment having a closure which forms the top of the luggage apparatus in 

the normal mode. 

14. The luggage apparatus of claim 13, wherein the closure is engaged with the 

frame. 

15. The luggage apparatus of claim 14, the frame and closure including reciprocal 

protrusions and cavities engaged with one another. 

16. The luggage apparatus of claim 15, wherein the luggage apparatus includes a 

second compartment available for storage, the second compartment having a 

fixed or movable panel separating the first compartment from the second 

compartment. 

17. The luggage apparatus of claim 15 or 16, wherein the foldable child seat is 

contained in the first compartment when the luggage apparatus is in normal 

mode. 

18. The luggage apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 17, wherein the foldable child 

seat is formed of two or more parts adapted to be folded relatively to each 

other. 

19. The luggage apparatus of claim 3, wherein the backrest includes a lower 

backrest portion and an upper backrest portion. 

20. The luggage apparatus of claim 19, wherein the seating portion, the lower 

backrest portion and the upper backrest portion are supported by the frame. 

21. The luggage apparatus of claim 19, wherein the upper backrest portion is 

extendable by use of telescoping elements in the frame. 


























